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INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 



From Maria B— — <j^ Long Ifland, ihe 
particular friend of the un/ortunateCAKXi^ 
LINE Fr ancis, who istke/ubje£l of thtfe 

Memoirs^ to herjifter Harriot at New^ 
port/ 



DBAR SIFTER, 



I 1 N your laft letter you exprefs a ftrong 

t inclination to beconcie acquainted with 

t the hiflory of my unfortunate friend Ca- 

. roline. I am happy it is in my power to 

1^ Comply with your requeft; to gratify 

^ my Harriot ever affords rne peculiar plea- 

[ , lure : 1 therefore forward you her letters 

[ to me. They contaiti the mod intcrefting 

'' events of her life, until the period (he be- 

came miffing. To thefe I have added the 
circumftances of her being forced from my 
bjFOthefy with the melancholy account of 
' A % 
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"her death, as I received them from himr 
The relation will excite many painful fen- 
fations in your fympathetic bofom» for 
Caroline was indeed a child of aflBiCtion, 
and the unfortunate ever claim a large 
ihare in your afiedions. Remember me 
to my uncle and aunt, and believe that the 
warmell expreffions of friendlhip will not 
4o juilice to the feelings of your 

MARIA. B — -u 



LETTER 



THE HAPLESS «A1>HAPr. k 

\ . .... 

L E T T ER L 
^Caroline. Francir to^ Maria B i 

Philadelphia. 

1 CAN no iMger withftand the im- 
portunity of my Maria, but wiilhaften 
to improve every opportunity in gratifying 
your repeated folicitationsv 

You urge me, my dear, ta return to the 

j carlieft period of my life, and tadraw the 

• pidure from my firft recoHcflioii of events, 

, 'The juvenile parts of life, Maria, are fel- 

^ dom marked whh any great variety, al^ 

f though your Caroline's has been > uncom- 

I monly interfperfed v/itb gloomy icenes. 

Being left in infancy, an orphan^ I was 
committed to the care of an aunt, for 
whom, when reafon began to dawn upon 

F my mind, I felt no great attachment. 

My uncle, who was a fea Captain, was 
feldom at home ; I had therefore but lit- 

1^ tie opportunity to experience his affec- 

tions. My aunt, however, treated me 

I with more attention, previous to her hav- 

ing a child, than afterwards. I now began 
to make fome obfervations refpedting het 
behaviour to me ; but being naturally re- 
ferved, kept them to myfelf. I was fomc- 
times indulged in vifiting an Ancle and 
A 3 aunt 
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aunty ^ho» being without children, wert 
defirous I ihould xefide \^ilh them ; but 
the aunt vrith whom I was, would never 
confent. 

From the birth of my coufin, I fouinf 
her feverity greatly incrcafed towards me. 
My feelings were fcn£biy injured by her 
treatment, but I knew of noredtefs, and 
4!readed her refentment, I was tfccffSbie 
the more aflSduous in my endeavours ta 
pleafe, but to no efi^ft. Upon a curfory 
acquaintance, fiie was efleemed $is fenfible 
and well bred; this was a thm veil, 
which a more intimate knowledge of her 
eafily drew afide. Shall I define her fenfe, 
Maria ? It did not confifl: in a pure and 
elevated underilanding, which leads to folirf 
arguments and reafonable conclufions ; No, 
jny dear ;> flie cheerfully relinquiftied the 
dull road of fyllogiflic difputation, to the 
pecvifh fcholar and (bur rcclufe, conceiving 
the ftudy of the abftrufe fciences, as (he 
Ailed logical reafoning, quaiifkations re* 
cfiTfite onlyfor the collegian and divme. 
A^ lib thefe ideas, her converfation was ever 
<^ Icene of illiberal cotitradii^ions. 

If is common, however, for weak minds 
to have an exalted opinion of their own 
abilities I thus it was with my aunt; 
and to the moil confummate igooranoe 
wa^ added an overbearing dii^fitionr. 
Young a« I was^ my feelings were feiAbly 

injured 



iqiurecf by her conduct to my uncle, for 
vihom (he ever experienced a yibiem p^ng 
of love or hatred ; at times hanging around 
hk neck and pouring forth a profufioi^ 
irf* fondf expreifions, then' relapfing into* 
dbufe and ilt-treatment ^.extremely irritable 
and uncertain in her feelings amf difpofi- 
tion. My fituation was peculiarly diffi- 
cult, and the example let before mc piejiidi* 
cial to my happincfs r but in this ftate I re- 
mained until! was ten years old, when we. 
received the melancholy news of my uncle's 

^ being drowned at fea. This painful intel- 

ligence afFe^ed my aunt, as trouble invari- ' 
ably will perfons of her ungovernable dif- 
. pofuion, and Ite was thrown int<Da.mo* 
xaentary ilate of diftra Aion^ But the idea, 
of being left fole execu^ix to a handfome 
fortune, foon mitigated her diftrefs and ab- 
ibrbed the pearly tear from the cheek of ex- 
ternal woe. Money ^, Maria, pofleffes a 
balmy power v it can even heal the wounds 
of the heart. IVfy uncje and aunt Franklin 
thinking this a good opportunity to gain 
the confent of my aunt Noble, folicited the 

"* . indulgence of having me with them ; but 
my fervices were too neceffary for her to* 
^comply with their requefi Shortly after 
my uncle Noble*s death, his brother loft 

\ his wife. 

Colonel Noble was a very different qian^ 

£rom his brpther : . Amintious bejoad what 

A 4 / his 
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his fituation in life could paflibly lead him 
to expcd ; vain of his imagined perfonal 
beauty, and extremely ignorant. My aunt, 
as foon as decency would permit, began to 
difplay her charms, and made every ad- 
vance which art could fuggeft to gain his at- 
tention. Her condud expofed her to the 
ridicule of her acquaintance ; for the firft 
advances to come from our fex is, you 
know, my dear, derogatory to the deli- 
cacy of the female mind. Suffice it to fay, 
by an unwearied afCduity and great gene- 
rofity to him and his- family (for Colonel 
Noble's circumftances were at this period 
embarraffed) ihe fucceeded in her favour- 
ite wifh of becoming his wife; or, as flic 
in' her refined fenfibility termed it, " re- 
newed her firft marriage." As all the bale- 
^TLil qualities of ignorance were afiimilatcd . 
in this connection, the honey moon was 
Ihort. The Colonel, by his firft wife, had 
three children, who fobn became the caufe 
of contention. My aunt, by her entire ig^* 
norance of mankind, and a want of one of 
the principal cardinal virtues, prudence^ j 

fobliihly threw the fortune of her child, for ] 

vrhom ftie was guardian, into the hands of 
her new hufl^and, whofe embarraffed cir-,' i 

cumftances induced him to apply the pro- ^ 

pcrty to family ufe ; nor would his haughty 
difj^olition permit him to render any ae- . .,< 
count of the monies received. This created 
•^ . , daily 
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-ddly difputes. A prudent woman weuld ♦ 
haye guarded againft thofe difficulties by- 
appointing a new guardian previous to 
her fecorid marriage. His condud: enraged 
my aunt, and her feverity^to his children 
incrcafed. Their contentions rendered 
me very unhappy, and finally threw me 
into a languid ftate. While thus indiipoC- 
cd, I repeatedly folicited to fee my uncle 
F. who was a phyfician. He was at lengtft 
fent for j when he came, he was furprifed at 
finding me fo unwell, and obferving my 
health required very great attention, infill- 
ed upon my being removed to his houfcj 
that he might have me under his immediate 
care. Thus was I relieved from that fcene 
of wretchednefs in which the family of my 
aunt was continually involved. The fami- 
ly in which I was now placed were happy 
in themfelves, and affiduou? to communi- 
cate happinefs to your Caroline. An eafy 
mind, united with their inexpxeflible kindr 
nefs, foon reftored me to health. Hitherto! 
my education had bpen cruelly neglefted ; 
this Jed them to pay a particular attentioa 
to my improvement, and they fhortly im- 
planted in my breaft a deftre of knowledge. 
Mailers were liberally provided, and I was 
inftrudled in all the branches of polite edu- 
cation. Refpe^ to my aunt Noble require^ 
1 (Jiould fometimcs vifit her unhappy fami- 
}}[ ; but as thefe vifits were only to comply 
A 5 with 
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With a iricccflary attention^ I went biit felP- 
dom. My defire of improvement daily in^ 
crcafed ; and my clofe attention to the d^^ 
fcrcnt brailches of my education, gain^ 
the affcftion of ray uncle and aiint Franklin^ 
who were equally fdicitous to evince thett 
attachment to their little orphan. But, 
Maria, death, envious of my felicity, in 
an uhexpefted moment, deprived me qf my 
beloved aunt. This circumftance fo dif- 
treffed my uncle that he negle<5led his bu- 
finef^; nor could my clofeft attention re- 
ftore him to his former tranquillity • I had 
the misfortune to fee him languifh two 
years, whep he fell a facrifice to that fin- 
cere affection, which had ever defignated 
him an indulgent hufband. 

Thus was a conneftion; fraught with fe- 
ficity tothemfelves and friends, cut ofFiq 
the zenith of domeflic enjoyment: Nor 
could the eligible fituation, in which this 
diftreffing event placed me, (both my afflic- 
tion ; it preyed upon my mind and injur- 
ed my health. Being left joint heir with 
my coufin, then .ftationed at Fort Pitt, 1 
feit the ncceflity of giving him the painfiil 
l^^rmation of his uncle's death, and tak- 
ing fome ileps for m^ future fituation in 
Kfc. The property left me was in the 
fiin^a ; the mtercft of which, while I re* 
j» m^ined (ingle, was for. my fupport; but 
ypoii my being niariied; both principal and 
* r : /^ - - , iBtercft 



^* 
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intcreft were to be at my difpofal. Tht 
furniture was to be fold at auftion. Thfe 
made it neceflary I (hould refolve on feme 
place where to remove. Thu5?, my dear, 
have I tvsn: througfr the juvenile parts of 
my life, which yoo^will fee have not been 
!ftee from, teal forcow to your frmnd, 

CAROLINE niA}ffff8^ 



L E T T S k II. 



WJ 



jD Y the dkatb df my uncle and aunf; 
f was left, my dear K^^ia, at an age the 
moft neceflary to be protected; expofed tb- 
the attack of every 'cduccr.. This reac- 
tion the more readily induced ra© to returfti 
to the houfe of Colonel Nbble, thinking: 
that as I now Had it in my power to pay 
for my board, Lfiiould be lefs fubjei5k to 
their difputes. I accordingly told my aunt, 
that as I wifhed not to be interrupted by 
. her family, if (he would accommodate me 
with a chamber to myfelf, I would boarfl 

5 y with her for a few months. To thfe flic. 

^ cheerfully agreed V and I^ from prefent n^*- 
ceffity, returned to the place i tnoft^ dcS*- 
tefted in ray heart. 

My uncle Frahhllm at kti dedh^ haflleft 
me the liberty of feieOiug from a valuable 

ooUe^ktoo 
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colledUonof books, thofc which fuitedmy 
tafte ; from the perufal of thefe I anticipat- 
ed fuperior gratification. In this I was dif- 
appointed. My aunt, poffcffed of a com- 
municative and repining difpofition, con- 
itinually intruded upon my retired mo- 
ments, embittering them with a.conftant 
repetition of her wretchednefs ; and I fooii 
tepentcd of my folly in returning to her 
houfe. 

Their quarrels ran high, • and feveral 
days woul4 frequently elapfe without their 
fpeakihg to each other : Nor did (he 
ever attempt to' footh the paflions of the 
Colone;! ; but irritated him in the mod 
abufive and imprudenf.manner. Thus thofe 
breaches, which. might have been healed by 
a foft ^ndcondefcending difpofition, were 
increased until they became incurable 
;wounds. 

Her refentment .was not confined to 
the Colonel, but extended, its feverity to 
his children. For her own child, all the 
feelings of a parental bofom vegetated in 
•luxuriance : If in the leaft indifpofed, eve- 
• ry luxury which the city afforded was pro- 
vided for her. Happy had it been, were 
flie difpofed to treat his former children 
with an equal degree of tendernefs } (he 
.might then have derived greater pleafurc 
from her connexion. - 
' in my abfence flie had made an addition 

to 
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rto her family. The womany Maria, who 
cannot refolve fully to do the duty of a 
parent, certainly (hould not undertake the 
.charge of children, who muft necefFarily 
look to her for inftruftion and advice. It 
is requifite that (he conceals even the fha- 
dow of a preference ; for a partiality, once 
difcovered, leflens the confidence and af- 
fedion of her hufband, renders her difre- 
fpefted by the children, and depreciates 
-her in die eyes of her domeftics. 

Another fource of contention was her ex- 
treme attachment to cards; fhc however 
perfifteci in the indulgence of this pro- 
penfity. In playing for amufement only, 
there can be no real injury ; but when the 
happinefs of our lives is fufpended upon it, 
what inference can be drawn from our cdn- 
\ duft which is not derogatory to the urtder- 

^ ftandJng of rational beings ? This exceffive 

fondnefs for play, was very difagrccable to 
the Colonel. A prudent woman would 
t:heerfully have relinquiflied fo trifling a 
gratification for the fecurity of her domeftic 
^ happinefs, but his inclination (he fel- 

dom confulted : And fo infatuated was this 
unhappy woman, that notwithftanding his 
averfion, (he early inftruaedhtx children 
in the various games ; and the youngeft, be- 
fore (ix years old, was a confiderable profi- 
, cient at cards. As foon as the tea things 

were 
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vfttt rctnoved^ loO| tier favourite gunt^ wai- 
introduced. 

,^* From^ the inhuman f ceatment of her 
huiband, her health (/he faid) was ^eatly 
injured i amufement wasneceflary for her/' 
This mode of palling time was however 
tojally. repugnant to my wifhes, yer I muft 
aqquiefce) or be thought to derogate fron»^ 
that politenefs and attention, neceilary to 
be obferyed to an aunt. 

Unfortunate at play, . the company were, 
l&equently thrown, into confbfion by her 
tefentrtienf ; for ihe feldom arpfe from the 
tabW without confiderable lofs. This was . 
zp aggravation to my uncle, who, havings 
no lucrative employmeiit, made it neceffiiry 
he jiDuId curtail his e:sipences; though an 
ill-judged ambition and pride, the natural 
^rov^th of ignorance, led hinii to fupport 
an external appearance, at the empenfe. 
of many necefiaries, for which Bis family 

fufferedj 

My aunt had a fmall. income of fix^ 
ty pounds per annum, fettled: upon her 
by a relation, to contimie during her life, 
and then to devolve to her firft child* 
This but partially fupplied her with pock^ 
et-money, for being (what the world ftile) 
J generous; but what your Caroline deno- 
/f-' minates prodigal ; it was infufficient to fup^ 
port her in tbofe extravagances to which 
flie hacl beenjJTor a long time habituated ; 
and not-feeling a difpofition to confine her- 

felf 



i 
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ftlf wltMn the iimitff of her income, v9h\lt 
fl^e had the property of her deceafed huf* 
bami' in pofleiSqjD^ file had moMf cx^ 
fa^ufted it. The whele of the dHSpated 
property was^ charged to the extravagance 
©f the Colonel ; Thia excited frequent dif- 
putes, and at length rnducetf her to purfue 
tneafures which produced ferious coiifc* 
ij^ences. 

Goingprivately to the judge, (he iepre- 
fen ted her fituation, gave up her guar- 
dianfhip, urging the neceffity of a ne\«^ 
guardian being appointed, who Aould do 
immediate jufi ice to her child. Agreeably 
to her wiihes, the Colonel wa»fummonedl 
to appear, and obliged to reiiider a ftate^ 
ment of the accounts, which proved him 
to be confiderably deficient. But, as it 
was ever Aippofed, my aunt had fquander-^ 
«d a very great part. 

The reduced fituation of my uncle, put 
it out of his power to refiind what had un- 
avoidably been applied to family ufe; and 
difgulted with the condw£t of his wife, their 
houfe became a continued fceneof jarrings^ 
iefie£lions, and difputes. It- was certainly, 
proper that thte child's property (hould be 
ibcured even at the hazard of a;: feparation 
from her hulband ; but thefe^ difficultica 
ftie ought to have forcfeen; 

The Colonel being deprived of the pro- 
pttty^ of his ward, his next rcfource, for the 

■ ' , fupport 
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fupport of his family, vas from time t^ 
time, todifpofe of fome valuable piece of 
fiimiturc. This added to my aunt's unea- 
finefs-— her complaints were incelfant. She 
confidered the whole city as her friends, and 
without rcferve proclaimed abroad her do- 
meftic troubles. The moft entire ftranger, 
as well as the particular friend, were alike 
entruiled with her femily circumftanccs. 
Her hufband flie rcprefented as avillianand 
a cheat ; and by this unpardonable conduct, 
lb injured his charafterwith his fellow citi- 
zens, as to occafion a total lofs of credit. 

Thus unhappily was I fituated for feve- 
ral months, when I refolved to quit the city, 
and feek, in the bofom of a more retired 
life, that peace of which I was now deprive 
cd. 

I had written to my coufin at Fort 
Pitt, and fo far adjufted my own affairs, 
as to be able to difpofe of myfelf in the 
method moft agreeable to my wifhes. 
I therefore took an early opportunity to 
ticquaint my aunt with my intention, urg ^ 
ing it as neceffary to niy health, that I 
fhould pafs the approaching feafon in the 
country. In a few weeks an eligible fitu- 
ation oflfering, I quitted, with avidity, this 
dwelling of murmur and complaint, re-; , 
plete with the moft fanguine ideas of foture; 
happinefs. 

Scarce had I fippcd from this fcene 

of 
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of promifed pleafure, one pleafing draughty 
before I was interrupted whh herpeace- 
deftroying letters, filled with her determi- 
nation of leaving her barbarous huP 
band; and, expreffive *of her inclrna- 
tion, to be accommodated, with her neicc. 
Thefe letters, Maria, 1 never noticed, and 
m a few weeks became fo inured to their 
complaints, that I began to feel lefsaffed- 

v^ijHie hurtian mind, my dear, in length 
Carney dan become habituated to any fcenc 
witjl^which it is furrounded. Thus the 
rooft humane difpofitlon, by being conver- 
fant with fuffei ings which at firft made na- 
ture recoil, often delight m thofc very 
things that, but afhort time before, were 
'fo diftrefTnig to it. , This obfervation 
Semonftrates the neceffity of keeping the 
young mind remote from every fpccies of 
cruelty. 

Perplexed, as I had been, with the 
imprudencies of my aunt, I reafoned 
with myfelf upon the impropriety of ad- 
mitting her complaints to deftroy my 
promifed happinefs. Becaufc (he was cal- 
culated to be wretched, why fliould it cloud 
the dawn of my pleafure? I fincerely re- 
gretted her fituatidn ; but refolved that a 
mind which revelled in afftiftion, fliould 
not render me unjuft to myfelf It is dif- 
ficult, Maria, fo conquer our feelings ; btit 

by 
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by the ^id of reafonand philofophy^ ilt 
taay learn to fupprels an undue anxkty* 

Viewing the unhappy fituation of my 
aunt through its juft medium^ I ftiortly be** 
gan to confider her fufierings as brought^ 
uponherfelf by moil imprudent condu A, 
and therefore reiblved to cheek my feelings. 
Believing, that although the Deity has im« 
planted the delicate fenfations of fympathy. 
deeply within our breads, it is by no means 
luis ipleniion we fhould become miferabfe» 
when it is not in our power to remove ijb^ 
fufFerings of the wretched object. Mp, my 
dear, it Is wifely ordered, asaillmman be- 
ings have their own nusfoi^mes to fupport^ 
tfcey ihall not be 4»pable ef retaining the 
&me: ac^e fen&tions for the diflrefled, as> 
they ocperlenced at firft fight, and previous 
^ their havftig offered fuch relief as their 
abilities would admit. 

The pleafing thought of having render- 
ed a temporary fufpenfion of mifery to a 
fellow mortal, is fragrant to the tender 
mind: Having done this,, we return to 
our own particular concerns* Difappoint^ 
me^tand misfortunes await us in tfie jour-^ 
ney of life. No fituation^ howevereleva^ 
ted, can fecui^ us from anxiety and paim 
Says Dodor Young— 

'< The gay, rich,.grcatv triumphftnt, and auguft, 
Whttare thtjl The naoft happy (ftirang^ tofajf !) 
C^aviace met moft of human mkvfJ* 

Thcfe 



Utrengflieii : The^uid^gsncejeixfete^xnp 
tranquil 

Tte village to vihxch t bad fflCtted inrad- 
iipon the rood to N«ir-¥ork ; in it were 
feveral gcoiad jfiMWJHeg,: fo that i was at nQ» 
ieft Jhr ^bdety^ iivhen difpefed to amufe 
jttyfelf abroad. In the friendly circl<r, 
Maria» where converfation is enlighten- 
ed by the obfervations of our fuperi- 
om$ in wifdom> and experience, much iib^ 
jftruaion may be derived : It unbends the 
jDind, ^ves it a new rclilh for retirement, 
foftens the mannerfi and harmonizes the 
thoughts. 

The young ladies who belong to Prince^ 
ton, a great part of their time, refided 
in Philadelphia or New- York, for the 
benefit of their education, which deprived 
jUie of the oppoftunity of cultivating «' 
friendft,ip wiAtHoJfe-iaf nayown age. Thili 
circumftancc' at firft was an* alloy to my 
fatisfai^ion ; for we naturally feek our af- 
foeiatcs from among.ihofe of our particur 

>ar ftandiflg in. life Here we cxpetl to 

.find correfpondent indinatiom?, and from 
an agreement in dipofitions, a fuendihip 
j$ giaduftlly cemented, which itreiigtben^ 
with, advancing, years 5 smd, in the decliili^ 
of life, is frequently produAiveof much 
real enjoyment! 

,. Attached, however^ to vetirenieDr, and 

never 
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never at a lofsfor amufemen^ when I coufd 
obtain an entertaining* book, I banifhed 
this difappointment. 

The college being near, introduced 
many young gentlemen to my acquaint- 
ance. I was feldom without a gallant, 
and had not been long in Princeton before 
I enlJfted feveral of the Undents to the 
Handard of Idve ; or, perhaps,, to fpeak 
-with more propriety, they were charmed 
with my fortune, wl^ich was now greatly 
increafed by the unfortunate circumftance 
of my coufm's fuppofed death ; my uncle 
in this cafe having left me fole heir. 

The painful intelligence of Major Wil- 
ly's defeat, while it tKrewa general gloom 
upon the citizens at large, doubly affected 
tlic promifedhappinefs of yotrr Caroline, as 
it deprived me of the proteiSlion and advice 
of i much efteemed friend. My coufm 
^being left in a fttuation fimilar to Major 
Willy's, it was doubtful whether he was 
really dead, or had fallen into the hands 
of the Savages. Until fomc information 
could be obtained, we believed he had fal- 
len a fecrifice. No refledions, my dear 
Maria, could mitigate thisfeverc affliftipn. 
The idea that he might poflibly be a pri- 
foner with the Indiahs, difturbed my })iea^ 
Xures^ and cruelly tortured my every enjoy- 
ment. 

Folbwcrf with the clofeft attention from 

the 
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the fiudentSf many fufpicions were excited 
in my breail, that my fortune was the mag- 
net whicli fo powerfully attracted their 
notice. 

The influence of riches is great. Young 
atid old pay adoration at the ihrine of 
wealth, but your Caroline has had fuffi* 
cient warning to guard her heart. — Matri- 
mony, Maria, is a ferious engagement. 
Adioi^ . 

CAROLUfE FRANCIS, 



L E T T E R III. 

Teased, pcrpkxcd,' folicited by a 
group of fortune hunters, I can have ho mo* 
ments my own. Poor Caroline, how does 
your money involve you in new diflkulttes ! 
but I am fixed : To matrimony I will not 
be confined. A hulband, what a name ! is 
not my aunt a leflbn ? I will leave the 
dull road of married life to fools. Thus 
thought your friend ; but, Maria^ thoughts 
diange. 

Walking was a recreation in which 
I ufually indulged twice a day when the 
weather would pennit. I had for fome 
time accuftomed myfelf to ftroll into a de* 
liglKful fpoty to which accident^ at firfi* led 

mc 
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me. Here I was entertained by the Httfe 
fongfiers wlio charmed me with their me- 
lody, and (bed a fuperior pfeafure-upon my 
foul. This I believed calculated for the 
Tiabitation of fome Sylvan deity. In it I 
jjenerally paffedfeveral hours before break- 
faft, perufitig fome favourite author. While 
I remained 4n this retirement, I fbrgot the 
difappointments which liad veiled, my irri* 
agined felicity ; I became loft in inexprcfli- 
ble happineis. The boughs of the friendly 
trees by nature formed a rtiade around me 4 
thefe were decorated with a variety of fpon- 
taneous vines, wbich^ntwrned themfclves 
in various dtredtions, and while they de- 
lighted the eye, watfted fragrance to the 
finell. Upon the flumps of a couple of de^ 
cayed trees I had placed a board whidi 
ierved me as a feat ; every thing around 
'Encouraged contemplation. 
' One morning as I entered this bower, 
1 was;greatly ftirprifed rto fee a miniature 
pi£hire4ying upon the beftch; for I had 
ilattered myfelf this delightful place was 
free from intruders. The pidure I feized 
with eager nefs, viewed rt and wa^s enrap- 
tured:: Oh! exclaimed I, is this the por« 
Irait of a human being f Sincerely do I wift 
-his heart .'—Fear now dtfturbed my refloc* 
lions. I was uneafy left 1 (hould meet the 
-owner in this pl«ce of folttude, and arofe 
to retke^ but caftii^ my «yea around^ ob* 

ferving 
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fcrying the feme peace and ferenity yet 

reigned in every flirub, I ventured to de^ 

lay my return, and fitting down upon the 

llpnch wrote with my pencil ihe following; 

^^^hepBlure kfi in ^kis place hinfaft kn4 

friendly hands.** A few days gfter I fpund 

a billet under a fione upon the bench^ <9d^ 

drefled to Caroline, of which the e;nclpfe4 

Is a copy. ' ' / : 

"Mifs, 

** The piAure yoy found, belongs t^ 

^ne too much iittached to the original U> 

fuffer any other to poflefe the copy, you 

will therefore, without delay, place it where 

you found it, and thus oblige 

Eliza." 
Thunderftruck at the demand, 1 fat 
hefitati^ what to do, when I ftiddenly 
heard a rufiling among the bufhes, and 
looking towards the nqife, difcovered a 
young gentleman comrng up to me. I was 
much alarmed. He obferved my aftonift- 
tnent, and flepping gracefully to me, fei2ed 
my hand : ** My charming girl, *^ feid h^ 
I •* your fears are groundlefs^ give me leave 

r 10 feat you. The incident that has cauf- 

1 ^ me to obtrude upon yottr retirement, 

I Jwfhich I , have kmg obferved pleafing 

^ to you, when you thought yourfeif fe- 

eluded from all <Afervation, has been un- 
fortunate to me : Yes, Caroline, I am 
* -neither ignorant of your name, diarac- 

ter 
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tcr or fituatiom The lines you wrote upon 
this bench were read by a young lady to 
whom I have long b^en engaged ; . for th<j 
lofs of the pidture (he is indeed inconfola* 
ble; I mufl therefore requeft you will re- 
ftore it to me." I paufcd. " You flatter 
me/* fajd he, " by the reluAance with 
which you relinquifh it." It was, indeed, 
Maria, a requeft bard to reconcile with 
the feelings of my heart. The charming 
youth continued, " with rapture would 
I improve the prefent opportunity^ to ' 
offer a heart devoted to you alone; but 
friends ancl parental wiflieshave long fmce 
deprived me of the choice :" Then falling 
on his knees, he drew out of his pocket a 
locket elegantly fet in gold. It reprefented 
in hair-work, Hope, leaning upon her uftial 
emblem, the anchor, and pointing with her 
other hand to a fountain, out of which 
two doves were drinking; on the back of 
it was infcribed " ^o frienijhipr " This, is^ 
my own performance," faid he, " will you 
honour me by your acceptance of it ?'* It 
was infulEcient to purchafe the pidure 
then in pofleffion ;^ but how could I re7 
fufe his requeft! I made no reply : He 
was ftill kneeling urging my acceptance. 
While in this attitude, who fhould appear^ 
through a diftant row of trees, but the en-r 
viable, the happy Eliza ! I was too well 
informed of her difpofition, not to tremble 
9X her approach. 

Upon 
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Vpoti rty firft arrival at Pflnceton,' I^ 
hftd been particularly cautioned not to^ 
form •any tonnesiion with this young lady,' 
being tfie only child of parentis who had 
ruined her in her education; and poffef- 
ffng a naturally revengeful and jealous dif- 
pbfition, (he had made herfelf difagreeable' 
to all her acquaintance. Clarinaont was 
furprifed; he arofe in much confufioh/ 
^i\d walking towards her, feizcd her hand, 
faying, ** I was pleading for the return of- 
thepifturc upon which you are pleafed ta 
fet Fohigha value/' Until this moment I 
was ignorant whofe property I had in pof* 
feffion, and dreading her revengeful tern* 
per, haftcned to her, prefenting the pic- 
ture, I wifli not to detain this, faid I, 
but am happy in reftoring the valuable* 
treafure. Her countenance was fuffufed 
with 'feferttment : (he appeared todifpute* 
the finccrity of my expreffions. I imme- 
diately retired, rcfolving never to revifit a 
place which had been once {b pleafing to 
me, left it fhould appear with a de- 
fign to meet Clarimont> and become fatal' 
to cither of us by the dreaded difpofition 
of Eliza. Having no wifh to interrupt the 
romantic lovers, I refplved to feek fome 
new fpot which fhould, if poflible compen- 
fate the lofe of that to which I had been' 
fo partial. 

B Rifing 
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Rifing very early one morning I crofied 
ibme adjacent fields, and pafling towards a 
viood which promifed to fupply my wiflies^ 
icarce had I entered among the trees, whea 
I was alarmed by a voice which appeared 
to be in ver;^ great diftrefs, I Hopped— 
iK>r can language exprefs my afionifli* 
ment. Remote from every objeft, my only 
refource was to return to the road. With 
trembling fteps I gained a fecret path ; but 
had not proceeded far, befpreahe report of 
a piftol gave frelh agitation to my dif- 
turbed mind. Almou diflraded with 
fright, I had fcarce llrength to gain the 
road, when I feated myfelf, to recover, 
if poffible, my aftonifhed fenfes. I had 
been here but a few minutes, before an 
amazine duft arofe in columns at a 
little diftance. This was occafioned by 
a detachment of new levies .marchii^ 
to the Weftern Country. As they ap- 
proached, every fearful idea of a female 
mind rufliii^ into view, your Caroline 
fainted. When I came ta myfelf, I found 
1 was in the arms of an officer, who by e- 
very tender and politeattention, endeavour- 
ed tocajm my mind.. He urged to know 
what had thusaffeAed me. I was unable 
to reply, and could exprefs no more than 
tie piftol—the «;<?(?i/i— ^pointing in confter- 
nation to the fpot. A party was inftantly 
4elacbed to fearch for the caufe of my dif- 

trefe 
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trefs, who foon returned with the account 
of having found a young man welteriog in^ 
Ms blood, lifclefs upon the ground. 6y nii§] 
time I had fo far recovered as to be able 
to wajk ; and fupporting myfelf upon the 
jtrmoF the officer, foon reached my lodg^ 

'^ This event caufed a general alarm thro*- 
ont the village, and in a few hours tl|c^ 
painful intelligence ' reached, me, tha^ 
CiarimoTit, the lover of Eliza, had fal- 
len by his own hands. * The iagitatioijL' 
of my . mind prevented that attention to 
my benefadlor which his politenefs mc'v 
rrted. I did not permit him to leave, 
me without a promifc of calling uponitic^ 
lEhould an opportunity 'prefcnt.. 
' At this- period, little did, I ^xptGi^ 
this incident would ddftroy . my future 
happinefe. Providence has wifely con-* \ 
cealed thofe events which are deftined^ 
to overtake us in the walks of life. I 
had hot been in company with the unfor- 
tunate youth, fmce the morning we met in 
the arbour, having been particularly cau- > 
tious not to fall in his way. To what indii-^ . 
ced him to take this ftep I was a ftranger. ^ ' 

A jury was fummoned, who having fat^ 
upon the body, brcnight in their verdi<ft - 
infane. The ct^nnexions of Eliza nov^ 
took charge of the corpfe. They preparedf ' 
to perform the iaft office to the djeqeafed ; 
B 2 as 
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girl; the gloom Avhich involved my mind, 
^radoally diifipated. 

From the obfervations I had made re^ 
fpfefting the unhappy conduft of my aunt, 
J had long eftablifhed it a maxim oFpcu- 
;<icnce, and a didate of reafon, to make as 
jcafy ^s poffible the various incidents which 
occur in th^ journey of life. To Clari- 
inont, I confefs, I was partial : In his 
happinefs was my heart intcrefted; but 
the fufpicions which were* excited in the 
treaft of Eliza were as oppofcd to jny in- 
liocencc as they were deftrudtive tf my 
peace. . 

The parties in which I was frequently 
engaged t^ncjed toeraff from Tccolleaion 
the dull fcerjcs of Princeton. . A fucceffion ' 
^f pteafureable events ofteni abforb^ the 
jmndy and we forget, when funoundcd 
.•with diffipation and. amufement, the p^in- 
fikl circ^mftances which had prcvioufly in- 
vaded our hap|)inef8: Thus is human ex* 
|flence r^idered more tolerable, 

y During my vifit in this city I received 
Several letters from my repining aunt: 
fThefe afforded Lucretia and myfelf much 
"jj^iffement; They informed me (he had 
Mt:her inhuman hufband, and taken a 
fmail houfe at Trenton, where Ihe anticipa- 
jted the plcafure of feeing me and my firicftd^ 
Xucretia,pleafed with the invitation, con* 
i&Qted |tf^§cc?offtpany me/ Weaccordihg^ 
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iy engaged a feat in the ftage, and were 
fafely landed at the door of my aunt No-^ 
ble, who, ever attached to company ^ gave us - 
a warm reception. Civility and cuftom; 
obliged us to enquire after her health. One 
enquiry, Maria^ was a fufficicnt opening 
for the relation of all her mental and bo- 
di!y fuflferings. She feized the hand of Lii- 
cretia and began the uninterefting recital. 
When (he came to the defcription of her 
diforders^ it was ind«d diflifcirlt to refrain 
from fmtling ** A numbnefs of the brain, 
M extreme preffure upon the eyes, and a 
conftarit irritation of the nervous fyftem, 
I apprehend infanVty mwft finally en* 
foe.** Converfing upon this fubjcA brought 
on all htx Jpqfms^ contraaiom^ &c. The 
doAof was called ; he entered the room : 
his faddle bags containing his fpectSc me* 
dicine> variouOy modified, hung upon his 
arm. This valuable comrpofition, Maria, 
in the opinion of this fon of Efculapius, 
was ^/ummuiM honum ; it poilefled all the 
virtues of the materia medico. Said Lu- 
cretia^ afide, will it cure a weak head? 
We handed him a chair ; he feated himfelf 
by my aunt, and with great tenderndfs, 
folicited her to be compofed. *^ lam afraid 
•f convulfions, doAor." ** Don't be alarin- 
^ed, madam/* he replied ; ^* it is the extreme 
teiiifion upon fome of the fine veflels 
i^ich produces this dtilceffing tau^t- 

B 4 nefti ^ 
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nefs ; you want fomc invigoratii^apf^otf^ 
lion ; nothing is a greater fiimuhis than 
camphire ; a few drops of this valuable 
drug, will fliortly relieve you ; the virtues 

. of this incomparable gum, madim, areun* 
known to the city do^prs. It may be ufed 
to inexprcffible advantage in every difor- 
der, to which we are incident. In feveis . 
its efficacy cannot bj^ denied by its peculiar 
diaphoretic quality ; it rapidly throws off 
obftruftions ; it furprifingly heals the in- 
fiammation of the bowels and fiornacfa in 
confumptive hal^jts, and brings on the nt- 
ceflary expeeioration for the relief of the 

.lungs ; it forcibly expels all interaal in|- 
pediments, atfting upon the nerves asopiufi 
upon th^ feixfe$4 lull§ their agitation, Md 

. renders the patient tranquil and qomjpGip^- 
Nor is it lefs beneficial in all ext<;^]iai ^p' 

. plications i even mqrtificaticms may kc 
ilopt by its peculiar power." Buring fa|s 
animadverfiot^s upon the e$cacy of <^fD- 
phiret he feveral timeis repotted th« do&« 

.v^bigh was adminiikred in a cordial My 

< aunt began ta be in better fpiHts. The 
^ ,dodlor» ^ter having often reminded u$ of tke 

%norance of the city phyficiaiis^ witfadr^. 
This w^B a .diveiting fcen^. I fcffy 

.IMaiUy as* you- are unacquainted wi^ 

.thla ai?ut of mine, you will begin to thkik 
A . nxe defiitjute of ihoTe tender fenfiiitiQiisr* 

.V^h beijftlifjf huiiE^anity. If thef^ wre 

j^Or ideas you deroga,^ from your friend, 
r, ' whofc 
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mMe (bul is alive to fympsthj, and m 
wtnfe eye /frequently fparkle* thet»a- 
genisl.fear. My aunt is not without tuy 
fMty ) but the troubles (he experiences are 
' brooig^t won her by a we^k mind, which 
Ihe nerqf has taken pains to corre6^, and 
•n entire Ignorance of Jhuman. nature. 
Thefe feurces alone would be fnfftcient to 
tevolrc her in continual difficulties, ha^ 
fiot an ungovernable temper fealcd her 
mHery; Philofophcrs fay, ail the virtues 
are in conjunAion-, is this the cafe, m^ 
. aunt -Noble is fttikingly deficient ; fince 
prudence, which is firft upof\ fh* lift, ne- 
ver had the maft renrrote -connexion with 
any part of her conduft. . The mural vir- 
tues only e^Becutc what prudr nee prefcribe^. 
Had flie taken the ftep?? previous to her 
late marriage which (he has fince been com* 
peHed to adopt, thofe great caufes of fier 
unhappinefs had been impeded. Nor 
eould this precaution in any degree evince . 
a want of. confidence in Mr. Noble ; (he 
would then have experienced a fatisfa^tibn 
in 'her own^ reflexions which would have 
lendcred her inexprcflibly happy. 

Nothing is more luxuriant to a thinking 
mind than felf approbation : It is a fun 
which difpels the clouds of folicitude and 
anxiety. . Homer tells us of an herb which 
the ancients called Nepenthe-^ that being 
made an ingredient in their feafis> banifhea 
8 5 ferrow 
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, forrow from their minds. I yviQi we ooti^ 
obuin this valuable plant f9r my aunt: 
.^t would be a.pleafing fubftitute for card^;. 
for, as ufual, the tea tray is no fooner 
removed, than the apparatus for play 19 
introduced. ^ 

* We had been liere but a few days, 
^hen Lucretia began to complain that 
nervous company difagreed with her taftc. 
Few hours could be agreeable under my 
. aunt*fTOof. She ever corroded the pleafuraBi 
of the table with a recital of her 111 treatment 
and itidifpofition : Her uncommon dif- 
ficulties were the theme of converfation ; 
her family troubles the topic at all timea 
.and places. If checked for indulging a 
gloomy difpoiition, Ihe declared her diftrcfa 
involuntary and unavoidable. Every pleat- 
ing idea forfook her. Her hours were de*- 
voted to tears, and the moll bitter inveftivea 
againft her cruel hulband: 
. I believe you regret that my aunt is 
thus connected in the fiory of jqur unfor- 
tunate friji^d, 

CAROLIHB. 
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» 

Trenton. 



N addition to the failings I have al- 
ready defcribed, my aunt Noble pofleiTed 
i thepainfiilfacultyof anticipating diftrelfing 

events; fo that we were not only enter- 
tained with her perfonal difficulties, but 
amufed with fome dreadful misfortune 
which was continually about to befal her 
^ ' darling children. The gloomy premoni- 

tions of her mind deprived us of all enjoy- 
ment. We certainly have no occafion to 
feek the evils of life^ they will ever obtrude 
themfelves upon us. To add to her afflic- 
L tion, Ihe was continually iormented with 

I dreams which foreboded fome fad event, 

yet (he never acknowledged to have flept. 
f why madam, faid I, will you not wait until 

the trouble comes, it is furely fufficicnt to 
feel it when it has overtaken you; by 
\ indulging this difpofition, you fuflfer in 

I imagination what may never become real, 

[ and thus accumulate diilrefs. It is the 

^ duty of rational beings to exert the powers 

of the mind, and to render themfelves as 
comfortable and happy as the mutability of 
human life will admit. But my aunt was 
as great a ftranger to ethics as to the cardi- 
nal virtues. Tired with a continued repe- 

tiriou 
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t'Hian of grievances and complaints, I dreact^ . 
td her company. Tbefo, howtver, would . 
have alfeded me but little, had (he not in* 
traded upon me, \^hea I retired to my > 
^chamber, aud thus diifanbed jny Qiorawte 
©ffcfleftion. 

Mr. Addifon juftly obferves^ *^ That we 
ifaould not trouble our fricRds with rclar- 
tions which muft oblige them tpr^alor ^ 
feigned a£Bi<5tion. Cares^diftrtfie^ydift^Ccci, 
vneafmeflfes, and diflikes of our Qwn« fee 
, ty no means to be obtruded upon them. 
We (hould not bring them little forrow^ 
yrhich do not belong to them. Fortune givef 
us difappoijitments fufiicient; nature ts at^ 
tended with infirmities enough, without 
our addmg to the unhappy fide of our ac- 
count by fpleen or 111 humour." 

TChe phyfician of my aunt was invaria-* 
bly called, three or four times a week, to re- 
new his prefcriptioas of camphire, which 
he adminiftered iavarious ways ; fometimes 
in. powder to " brace the debility of her 
delicate frame ;** at others in drops, " to dif- 
fufe itfelf into the little velfels and caufe a 
prpper animation of the parts. The headf 
JDadam, abounds with an infinite number 
of fine veflels, fome of which are too crowd- 
ed with blood, while others are flabby and 
want to be wound, up : Taking plentifully 
pf thefe, and keeping yourfelf compofed, 

will 



. wWi foon t^nrt ym. Q^phtre is excel* 
fivdy diffiifiir^ idvigoraf itig iitid pungeqt.^ 
- Theie were no curcumfiatice^ >viitch oc- 
curred whiie we were at this village^ moK 
I vepkle miih dkrerfion to Locretiia and my^ 

f ietf than the dofkur^svlfits. In tke city they 

I are (hort ; bat a country phy fici^n brrngs in 

I 'fets fai:ktle*bags^ fakes tff hb gi-eat-coat and 

iiat^ anil \s ftatcd for ah tour or two : It 
is a foirtuimte circumflance their demands 
«re not in proportion to the length of their 
i in€t8. I do not preteind to &y a!l my 

' ' auntV diferc^ were ima^oary, but aiit 
ccHtfident an attention to exerctfe and dief^ 
^pould make iur ii& tnach more comfortat 
^)e. I can fcareeiy befieve the complaints 
of thofe, who pay no attention to the regof 
hiion of tkeir Hves ; but at the expenfe of 
teahhy that gre^teii Ueffing mortals can esr 
Pi[f gtatffy their JBoft vitiated appetites'; 
* It is unreafonable to expert that a delicate 
and infin^ babti Ihontd not feveixly fitfier 
from fuck indulgences ; theie iipprudences 
I itiuft render rattle ^Ae attentions of the 

I phy fieian, and defeat the appfic^tbna of the 

I moil learned pradtitioner. - i 

Lucretia wi(bes to vifit Philadelphia: 
♦She is uneafy kft flie (houild becor^ con»» 
taminated, and frequently obferves, thtit 
is no advantage to be derived from palfing 
our time with thofe gloomy minds which 
. ...;,... ..revel 
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fevel in afSi^pn, and vhofe moft luxiiriMf 
fepaft appears to be the bitter of. life. 

Did not the circle of our own acquaint-*' 
wice prefent to knowledge fimilarchara€lefi 
vrith that of my aunt Noble, it would be 
difficult to realize their exiftence. Th^t be- 
ings endowed with the powers of rational 
refleftion, who are at liberty to dwell upon 
any fubjedt, fiioutd felet^tfrom diat variety 
ivhich might employ their thoughts, dif- 
treffing premonitions, and indulge the an- 
ticipation of troubles which may never ex- 
ift, evinces an unpardonable vacancy of 
mind which muft ftigmatia^ their folly> and 
render them contemptible and little in the 
opinion of ihofe who are fo unfortunate as 
to have any intercourfe with them. It 
cannot therefore furprife you that Lucre- 
•tia is defirous to leave this place. For my 
.€mn part, I am fick of hearing a worn out 
ftory related to every new foce which ap- 
pears. Diigufted with her company, I 
•confine myfeif to my chamber ; even here, 
as before obferved, I am interrupted : It 
is impoffible to indulge my own ideas. She 
is diipleafed that I thus feclude myfeif. 
" It is evident I flight her fociety." She 
complains much to Lucretia. *• Her niece, 
ihe believes, will turn her brain with read- 
ing. For her part (he cannot imagine 
what bufmefe women have with books, un- 
Iefs.it is now and then an entertaining 
^ novel. 
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y ^fi&ft\. : Sbe^iever knew one who after all 

her ftndy ever became a Locfee or a New- 

ton. There are certain dooieftic cmploy- 

. meats for females beyond which they have 

-no right to deviate; Science belongs not to 

-them: Let them ftudy to grace a table, 

^ become converfant in domeftic con^ 

^ t cerns, and their minds are fufiiciently im- 

\ - proved. But Caroline, to be fure, muft be 

• turning over the leaves of fome old biftory. 

• How flie can amufe herfelf with fuch dry 
narrations 1 cannot tell." 

i ; That fuch remarks (hould fall from a 

• woman, who has no idea of the real enjoy- 
ment which is derived from fo rational an 

: indulgence, is by no means furprifing* 
Could flie reliih this mode of paiTmg her 
leifure moments, the vacuum (he now ex- 
periences, would vanifli ; a country life 
would then be more confonaqt with her 
feelings. 

If, with the •• raind*s eye,** (he had a tafle 

to travel through diftant kingdoms and take 

I a retrofpedtive view of paft events, ^flfe 

\ might nourifh that fondneis for variety (b 

^ predominant with human nature^ and in the 

indulgence of this difpofition be happy. 

Sincerely do I wi(h her lingular .^n theie 

degrading fentiments i then ihould we (hine 

Wbire confpicuous. 

, The divine Creator has made no di0ei^ 

ence betwe^ the fouls of the fexes, but giv^ 

; ; .. en 



en t(9»A^ fii^ular poiroSBof iaiprovemeiiv. 
J^ducatioo aloni ocmiHtutes the fupcrl^ 

gity. It Wth Mtherto been our misfortune 
be greatly itegle^ed^ while fchoeis and 
col^ges have been inft i tutad» and every poT* 
$bk meibed aciopted to we£t the expand-^ 
ing minds of the other fex. Sarly are di^ 
.iQuruiSled to iuch ftudtes as will be mm 
bei>efidal to them ; find from infancy habi* 
tuated to arriinge thetr ideas, their whole 
tkne is deviled to reficAbn. Can it be 
wondered that they wl» hare made it the 
. b^dAefs of their lives^ to beconie njafters 
pf reafocung, (hould «cel us who have 
,^en deprived of thofe advantages. Ail 
the ediMqfti9a thought neceflary for our fex 
UfitU within a few years, has been fimple 
leadiiig and writing. Thus needed we 
jff^jfltk polices aflofiiihuig gpntufes to rile 
^periof to the irppedimtnts with which we 
have been furrounded ; yet we fometimes 
mtiit with thofo who have ftrenetb tp foar 
Sikovf^ the& dignities aiid refiea a hiilre 
4ipon fem^e gbHities. 
^ In the pirefent fyliem of education, diere 
af^ars to be a very great error. Intro- 
ducing youpg ladies upon the ftage to 
]ft>eak in publi^^ tends to give them a con- 
4dence wbi<g}i ^ees not belong to a female $ 
and fo far from encouraging th^e feelingl 
jliature has smplatfted, hiUs them into a 
4angei:pua A^tby> todby vepetiftiDnt ^ 
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ftrioys tbat eafy, nateral delicacy *wfai^ 
Ihould ever adorn their characters. 

A certain degree of aflurance is necefiary 
for the gentlemen i but a lady ifi mo^ 
pl^ftpgly defagnated by a modefi refervf . 
It is the moft attractive charm (he can poP 
fefs. True modefty avoids the eye of pub- 
lic admiration. Nature has connected ifi 
our compofition fuch a. keennefs of fenii^ 
bility, that we are pained when exppfed to 
public obfcrvation. 

A young lady, early accuflomed to gen* 
teel company^ v^ill ever acquire fufficieot 
confidence for private life. It is neceflaiy 
to inftruCl thote only who are defigped fot 
the theatre, tp fpeak before crowded audf* 
ences. 

Youif friendflkip is gnateful to C^rpUm^ 
\ v^hoffs heaiFt ever beats iefpon£lve t^ tl|e 
wacia eypr#on of her Maria. 
Adieu, , 

t4%oi|]n, • 



W0tmfm 



AtTAGHEP to riding on Jiotfelwfc. 
Lucretia and myfetf make frequent a^ 
cui^oos. Iq ope of theife xamblets* t|i 

wludi 
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which by neceffity we were unattended, for 
a country life feidom affords ^llants, an 
incident took place which determined us 
in future to be more cautious. Yet fuch 
is the confiru^tton of the human mind, that 
fear muft be ftrongly impreft not to wear 
oiF by time. ' Inftead of riding in the 
morning as had been our ufual practice, wc 
concluded to go in the afternoon, wilhing 
to take a road) which in the morning, was 

'rendered difagreeable by giving us the fun 
in our faces* The day was inviting, we 

'were pleafed with the prpfpeft around, and 
unmindful of our difiance from home. Fn- 
-gaged in »converfation, the fiin had fet 
before we had any idea of its retiring. An 
fnpproving companion is, an inftrufting 
thief, which Vnfcnfibly fteals away the houri. 
It was, however, prudent for us to haften 
into the main xoad, where, we naturaify 
iiippofed ourfehes more feture, Juft as 
we had entetcd the poft road, wc were fa- 
floiiliarly addrefled by a perfon on horfe- 
tack, who appeared di(pofed to accompany 
us. He begged to know how far we were 
going. We aifiired him we were but a 
Ihort dtftance from home and under no ap- 
piehenfions. Notwithftanding this, he in- 
fifted upon aqpompanying us. We Kad 
gone but a little way before we made an 

; addition to our party. A perfon who ap- 
peared weU acquainted with our gallant 

;- rode 
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fode up, and addrefled him in a ftyle 
•v^hich alarmed us. Bieingupon die great' 
•road we flattered ourfelveg ^¥e (hould foon 
•meet with feme traveller who would re- 
•lieve us. Lucretia and myfelf rode as near 
as poflible to each other. Our bofoms 
teat with anxiety. Our gallants foon fc- 
parated, and rode one upon each fide of us. 
Thus confined between them, judge of our 
•feelings. Jufl as we came, to a retired path 
they propofed our turning into it; dhd 
finding we would not confent, they feized, 
at the fame inftant, the bridles of both our 
horfes, and with an oath declared we fhould 
do as they faid. I ihudder w^en I recoi- 
led the providential means of our efcape. 
At this moment, encouraged by the found 
of horfe's feet we fcreamed for help. The 
;villains were ialarnkd^ and; letting go their 
liold, rode off with precipitation. Wc 
"were immediately bvertaj^en by a gentle- 
nan. on. his journey to New- York. He 
inquired the caufe of our fears; very po- 
litely attended ;U8 to the door of my aunr^ 
and would tvow have taken leave, but we 
aiiged him to alight ; ^and underilanding 
lie inteodied putting up at the next^iniv 
infifted oh his taking a bed, which he ac** 
xeptdd. Befbte he left , us he imprefi tfcfe 
neceiTity of our being attended by {time 
getitleman in our future exeurfioiH^ and 
l^omifcd ta c^ll upon us 0^ his s^ra 
t.v frdoi 
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frpm Ncue-YorlC'if we had left Trenton^ 
to gratify us with a vifit in Philadelphia. 
This incident freih in our minds mad^ ua 
cautious of venturing abroad ; it was feve- 
f al weeks l)efore we dared to lofe fight oC 
the houfe. 

The obligation we were under to Mr. 
Wilkins^ the gentleman who fortunately 
jrelieved us from our apparent danger, ex"- 
cites a lively gjratitude in the bofom of 
your friend) 

CARQLIHB. 
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JKilaiklfiiiu 

A PEW (kys ^ter I wrote yon kft, as 
X^ucretta and ihjrfelf were ftrolling upon 
4lie banks of ft Bttk Srean^ which meaiw 
doredat the foot of a hiU buta flmt dif«- 
4M)ce from tka bouie of my aunt, wt were 
jibrmed bfb ivoiaet wfucb appeared to be 
4]Mlaat; ^ water imljT oMveying tlie 
iomatL This, it i$ piobable, woubd not 
]fe«e ptodneod any uiieafy fen&tkms lA 
our lAihdit bqt for the tncideni faefere re^ 
jated. . Tbe d^ger we had lately efcuped 
m0^4 full iqpoa ua^ ahd witboot ^elay 
lira tamed tavrarda Ae path, refotved tf 
•euttk^e road as qoic^ as pofflbtle. Thip 
i.-ij.i .',.■.. we 



wt fcarcc had time to effeft, whkn Icolc-' 
ing behind, we obferved a peribn in tbfc^ 
habit of a w(»iian gaining fail tipon us. 
The, oddity of her drefs and the pticulia^^ 
rity of her appearance inftantly mad^ iia^ 
Aifpe^t it to be a man. Sufpicion gavef 
wings to our feet and vfc foon fell in witli; 
fome h(Hieft farmers, under whofe efcort 
we once more daJkly entered! bur 6\m 
4oGris. It was now judged prudent we^ 
fiiou Id immediately leave Trenton^ as fe^ 
veral circumftances corroborated to con- 
vince us a plan was forming againft hie 
by Eliza. We accordingly took feats in 
die fiage for Ph]ladel|:^ia. 

^ It was with pleafure we quitted Treh* 
ton, not becaufe the charitis of a rural life 
had lofi their relilh : No, Maria ; fecluded 
from the bufy fcenes of the metropolis, 
we are free from many cares which extendi 
a feverilh anxiety, while furrounded with 
diilipation, which too often deftroys reflect 
tion and embitters life. But it is painful 
to be confined to one diftreffing theme; 
Human life is fufficiently crowded with 
perfonal troubles : To fupport them with 
fortitude, fhould be the endeavour of every 
rational mind. ' ^ 

Encopipafled by innutperable cares and 
anxieties,, it was never intended we fhoukf 
take any further (hare in the troubles of. 
thofe around, th?n. was fufficicnt, if in our, 

power 
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4X)^er to relieve thdr dtftrefs. It certainj«^ 
ly would be a great addition to the litiferf eg ' 
of life, ftiould we fufifer ourfielves to be' 
made wretched by every ctefjX)nding glob^ 
my difpofitifoii, our pity is indeed excited,^ 
we lament theic wcaknefs, and urge the ne-^- 
ccffity of fortittide. Such is the naturafr 
imbecility of the human mind, it confine^ 
us to tJtc immediate fcenes in which wer 
are engaged , and as new objcfts pteictity 
Ac pail is in a degree erafed from r^col* 
li^dtion. This ind^ is wifely ordered. 

In -this city We- have taken lodgings at a' 
widow LeafonV - She Is pdite' and agreea- 
ble ; but as no one is without their partial-^ 
lar charadleriftic, we cannot exped oiir 
landlady to be an exception. Mrs. Lea-' 
fbn has one child, bleffcd with good niatu-' 
ral abilities^ and educated by a lefs induK 
gent parent,, (he might have fhone in a' 
domeftic character, but when the idea is^ 
inftilled in the. youthful min^, that it is' 
to be indulged io all its wi(hes, let the dif-' 
pofition be ever fo pleafmg, the foil is 
contaminated, and inftead of producing a 
grateful vegetation, is over-run with a' 
fpontaneous exuberance of pride, which 
choaks every fragrant fprout. 
' Laura by this too indulgent mother, is 
even prevented from taking the neceifary 
cxercife; which the conflitution requires. 
It would be natural to fuppofe, from tha^ 

line 
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fine of life which Providence has allotted 
Mrs. Leafon, ihe would have habitcmted 
ber daughter to early attentipns in the fa* ^ 
mily. Nothing can better .qualify a young: 
iady, who expe<fts one day to become the 
mi^refs of a family, than a proper rcfpeft 
to the economy and regulations in domef- 
tic concerns. I believe it to be a duty, 
parent^ owe their children, early toinftruft* 
them in fuch fcenes as will be neceflary to 
future happincfe ; and let my fortune be 
ever fo independent, I am-refolved, (hould 
I ever comrftence the mother, early to ac* 
cuftom my daughters daily to devote a^few 
hours <to dom^Ilic matters ; this will never 
rcndef :them lefs refpedted abroad. 
. Do not miftake me. I have no wifh to 
confine female education todomefiic du- 
ties; No, Maria ; the greateft fourqe of 
our happinefs is an enlightened mind. It 
is a ciuie of regret that more attention is, 
not paid to our education. If the mind i9 
a barren waile, of what avail are the beau- 
ties of the moft lovely face, the elegance of 
the moft enchanting (hape, the grace of 
the -riioft accompliflied perfon ; the imper-j 
ceptible hand of time will deprive them of 
every external charm, and eol^>fe the luf- 
tre of the moft penetrating eye. But the 
mind, that immortal part, can never fade. 
If properly cultivated, it will unfold new 
beauties, and by a continual progrefs ia 

virtue 
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virtue and. happincfs, be finally prepared 

Ibr fupcrior enjoyments above; while a 
trifling x^ifRpmted difpolition can never 
be attuned to thofe delightful etnploy-^ 
ihehts which engage fo many departed 
laints in heaven. 

Laura is fond of reading, and by ha^ 
ving free accefs to the city library, is in a 
fituation to indulge fo laudable an attach- 
ment ; but like too many of her fe^t, fhc 
i|eg]e£ts thofe writings which would be 
beneficial anAinftrudtive, and with avidity 
ttiztes every romantic volume; thus her 
tide becomes poifoned. I wi(h not too 
ifeverdy to condemn this kind of writing,- 
but only to imprefs the idea that the choice- 
Ihould be direfted by judgment. *' The 
ilyle in which they are frequently drefled 
captivates the mind, and conveys poifon to 
the youthful fancy; although their influ-' 
, ence is imperceptible, it is not the left fure. 
The palfions too often become inflamed, 
and by a repetitiqn of love adventures, the • 
pure ideas become injured, and we feel a 
fecret wi(h to imitate fcenes with which we 
are thus dejighted. They have ruined 
the minds of many, by inftilling into them 
principles of duplicity and intrigue, and 
thus prepared them for fimilar violations 
of morality and virtue.*' 

1 have repeatedly exprefled my furprife 
at Laura's tafte. She in return is as much 

. aftonifhcd 
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liftonifhed ifhat any can be pleafed with the 
dry, infipid page of htftory* Are you fond 
of love adventures, I replied, you will, of- 
ten meet with then! in hiftory. An illicit 
love occaficned the deftrudion of the fine^ 
city in Afia. It caufed Anthony to for- 
fake Oftavia, and revel in the arms of thfc 
^:el6brated Cleopatra. 

By this delightful ftudy you will b^ 
taught the fetal effe<5s of jealoufy and am- 
bition. At one period you will fee the 
^orld involved in the greateft ignorance 
and barbarifm ; at another, rifing by civil- 
ization and refinement, decorated in all the 
charms of politenefs and learning : But it 
is impoffible to gain her attention*., 

Mrs. Leafori's error, in her daughter's 
education, is greatly to be lamented. Ha- 
bits contradled in early life are often unaf- 
terable : Great care is therefore requifite 
thaf none (hould be formed but (uch as will 
eftablifh virtuous and folid fatisfadJHon : 
Then would our days dawn amidft the 
fmiles of an approving confcience, and 
dpfe with fuperlative pleafure. 

A ftriking trah in the character of our 
landlady is a fympathy of foul : She is 
ever ready to mitigate the fufFerings of the 
diftrcffed 5 and the congenial tear, which \s 
infinitely more valuable than the diadem 
of Caefar,. often trembles in her eye and dis- 
covers the gentlenefs of her heart : This 
C cafis 
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calls a veil over many of her failiagSi 
while others are too unpardonable to be 
overlooked. 

Her ftrong propenfity to difoover Ac 
fecrets of ihol'e families in whkh (hevifus, 
certainly evinces a little mind : To this i$ 
added a great fondnefs for match-making. 
Several matches formed by her bavf 
proved unhappy : This is. not furpri&ig. 
Conniexions, which rcfuit from motives of 
<»nvenience or intereft, either terminate 
in wretchednefs, or are embittered with 
many real evils. 

Marriages, formed upon the idea of pro* 
teflion or fortune, although the corruption 
of the prefent age may ftyle them marriages 
of r^fon, in my view, arc but legal proui- 
mtions : Nx>r can any happinefs be expell- 
ed but fr<Mn equality of years ; fimilarity of 
tafie and mutual efteem; thefe indeed 
promife a lail'uig fatisfadion. Lucretia 
and my felf have had feveral hulbands pro- 
pofed for us, but we are refolved to choofe 
for ourfelves. 

Laura is fo difobliging to the gentlemen 
-who board with her mamma, that (he has 
gained their general difeftcem. She has 
eftabliflied it as a maxim, if ihe obliges 
ihem by doing any little thing,- they will 
learn to expeft it. Upon this princi- 
ple flie is determiaed not- to indulge 
ihem I and flinging back her head with an 

air 
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M^H&ys, ** It is^hot bet place, and to be 
fiH« 11]^ fllaii not do it/' A poor conduft 
for a child to adopt, whofe mother is dc ; 
pendant, 

Mrs, Leafoft has been a long while en- 
deavouring to unite Laura and one of hef 
boarders, but is not likely to fucceed. 
Sincerely do I wifli the neceffity of ccono- 
Biy-in dbmeftic concerns may yet be im- 
preil upon the mindof Laura. Few Ame- 
rican fortunes can fupport a woman who 
is-abo?e the calls of her family. Servants, 
however faithful, feldom confider the in- 
.lerefts of their employers with that atten- 
tion, they would their own; but if unoV- 
ierved, often bring affluence to poverty/ 
The care of the miftrefs is therefore neccp 
fary to prevent prodigality artdruin. ^ 

Writing to Maria is fo great- a luxury, 
I am ever unwilling to fay, 
; ' Adieu, 

. ' CAKO&lNfi.' 
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Philadelphia^ 

XTLT thofe moments, my dear Maria,' 

when the recollection of paft events would 

deftroy prefent pleafurcs, I have recourfe 

C Ji to 



5^ THE HAPLESS ORPHAS. 

to the confoktory language of ycmr friend- 
ly letters. Thefe arc replete with a balm 
Avhich ever footbs the fcvcrity of my fuf- 
fcrings; nor is there a more pleafing re- 
^e<Slk)n arifing in the bofpra of Carolme, 
than that Maria is her friend. Let me 
CoUcit (tic contixmance of your alkviatii^ 
letters, 

% a few lines, juft received from my 
aunt, I am informed of an attempt of fome 
p^tfons to enter her houfe. i^ortunately 
^e was at this period afflidted with fome 
of her nervous complaints, winch deprived 
her of ileep, ai:Ki hearii^.them as they 
cdme into the yard, the called the fervants, 
t^y \yhich circumftance they were alarmed 
and made off. The next naorning /he 
f eceived the following billet 
** Madam, 

^* There is a plaii a^inft your niece, 
Vhich, if flie omtinues in Trraton, with- 
out doubt will be put in execution. I 
am not at liberty to make myfelif known, 
but folicit the young lady to bie upon her 
guard." 

This information will prevent the grati- 
fication of m^ny innocent amufements even 
,.in this city , for if Eliza is yet determine^ 
to follow me with her refentment, flic can 
certainly find thofe in this metropolis. cal- 
culated for the execution of her planfi. 

The 
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The gcntleirian to whonx we* were int- 

debted forour fefety at Trenton, has call- 

eiiupon us, and if I am not deceived; hfc: 

difcovcrs a partiality for Lucretia. Mrs^ 

Xeafonis acquainted with him, and h^s- 

given m his character, embcllilhing'it with? 

jaiany a fanciful relatiom. His attentic«i? 

appears pleafing tO/ my friend. Mife Lea-^ 

ion's behaviour has occafioned her mammae 

the lofs of fome of her beft boarders* Up- 

•on our good landlady's account, Ifincerely 

regret it; though (he alone is^ to blafne 

for not inftilling. iiito tfit mmd? of her 

daughter," early prrnciplcs. of propriety. 

-The firft ideas impreft'^ upon the youthfi}l 

-fency, ky tfie fomidatlbn for tKeir future 

reputation in Rfe ; It is therefore neceflary 

the gentle hand of ihftrutftion (hould aifift 

the expanding judgment. Laura v$ not 

M^ithout her good qualities ; but thefe are 

difcoloured by the medium through which 

they pafs. From the cradle, habituated to 

: indulgence, ftie cannot fupport the moft 

trivial difa'ppointment^ This difpofition is 

of itfelf fufiicient to render her wretched; 

' for difappointments will intrude upon u^ 

nbtwithftanding our whole attention 13 cn- 

- gaged to repel them ; and no fooner do we 

appear on the theatre of life, than we aj?c 

involved 1n anxieties. 

My aiint, I am told, i^ endfeavourih^ id 
-obtain the influence of her friends, to pre- 
pare tUe way for her return to a huiband^ 
C 3 whom 
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MThom (he has publicly declared ftie def- 
pifed. Well acquainted with her caprr- 
cious temper, I am not furprifed at the 
inconfiftency of her condudt. Such a dif- 
pofition is the prolific parent of mVfery, in 
private and focial life. The fchcmes, which, 
but a ifew weeks fince, ftie purfucd with the 
greateft avidity, are now th^ caufe. of her 
regret, as they tend to leffen her own im- 
portance. 

By her rigorous rfieafures, thy uncle has 
been obliged to quit the elegant man- 
• £on in which he had long refided, and to 
. occupy one in every rcfpe6\ inferior. Not- 
yithllanding his reduced circumllances, 
his haughty fpirit will not fuiFer him to re- 
turn to a trade in which he had been edu- 
cated, and from which a very reputable 
living might be derived. He prefers paflP- 
ihg upon the world as a gentleman with 
a thoufand wants and an empty pocket, 
- vathei\ than refume - the character of a 
mechanic, which, he fears, would exclude 
him the fociety of thofe great men into 
/which he has lately been introduced. How 
falfe this ambition.? In nothing do we 
iboner difcover ' our ignorance and folly, 
than in the want of a difpofitton to con- 
form to our allotments in life. A* laudable 
Ambition is neceflary to carry us with re- 
putation thftHigh this world i but it is high- 
-'- •••■■ ly 
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ly reqqifitc todjaw a Uiie» and to difcarcf 
that which rcfults from a vain mind . 

Such a connexion as my auat*s makes 
me trerpble at the diftant idea of a change ia • 
my fituation. Real happy marriages are 
rare, when money and beauty are the go vera- 
iilg ojotives, but I am refplved not to pur- 
chafe a hufband with gold. No, I will believe- 
with fufpicion, arid arm my heart with 
fuch jealous guards, that Cupid's flu^fts^ 
ihall not eater far enough to wound 

CAROUNE. " . 
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IT is our intention (hortly to leave 
^18 city. From every circumftance I ex- 
ped a union will foon take plape betweei^ 
liucretia and Mr. Wilkins ; Mr. BartOQ 
having given him permiffion to attend us to 
New- York. This gentleman is not a na^ 
tive of Philadelphia, but for leveral years 
paft has tranfa^d bufinefs here iii the n|C- 
gotiating line ; and having been fuccefsful 
in (peculation, he has lately conneded 
himfelf with a gentleman in Virginia. His 
ch^adter is, I believe, unexceptionable. 
, ^ C 4 Lucrctiui 
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ILucretia has frequently convcrfed with roc 
upon the fubje^. She acknowledges her 
prepofleilion -, but is refolved. in a matter' <^ 
fiich importance, to govern herfelf by the 
advice of her father who can only be folicit- 
0128 for her happinefs. 

There are few females, Maria, who in 
the different fphercs in which they move, 
more confpicuoufly irradiate and adorn 
Aeir charaders than this dear girl. . She 
was deprived of her mother at Hill age when 
Ihe moll needed her alfFe Aionate mftruc- 
lions, tofupprefs the fpontaneous foibles of 
youth. Her father, abforbed in the bappi*, 
nefs of an only child, eicertcd himfelf to im- 
prefs her mind with fentiments whicK 
ihould make her happy ; and after (he had 
completed her fchool education, made 
her the companion of his leifure hours. 
Paffionately attached to her mother, he: 
relilhed no amufements rn which Lucretia. 
did not partake; but while he deterraincdi 
to render her the accomplifhed companion,^ 
he was alfo cpnvinced, that it was a ncccfla-1 
ry part of female education to be conver- 
fent in domeftic concerns ; he therefore 
urged her attention to the family,.in whlchf 
fie cheerfully engaged. If (he (hone m 
tiie circles of refined fentinjent, and was. 
acquainted with the etiquette of the gay^ 
world, (he alfo pradiced, in the bofom of 

domeftic 
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dbmefiic dtitics^ virtues vfH'icb ev^i^x^ 
hcf to every part of the family. 

Through evd-y aftion of her life is <;Jif- . 
fufed the furiftiine of tranquillity, \fut thji 
partial pen of Garoline cjin iiever add 4 
plume to the charadter of Lucre tia. ^^fr 
felled of a dUpofitionandqualificatioi^ tO 
render a deferving maa happy, I fi/igerer 
ly wiflj that ftie may never form a cpnx 
nexion which (hall mar the enjioyment ^' 
her fucceeding days. [ 

T!terc are many families in this place tq 
whom I am attached. It is difficult* how-r 
ever, to form afeal friendfhip. A true friend 
is an acquifition feldom. tb be obtained^ 
Few are to be found calculated for the of- 
fice^ of friendly and focial intercourfe/ 
WheO 1 rcfleft on iny unprotefted fitua- 
tion, I am not without my gloomy mo- ^ 
nients •, biit Lucretia exerts herfelf to dif^ 
pei thctri. Mrs. Leafon frequently diverts 
11$ with her matches ; (he claims the honour 
of having formed the intended connfex- 
ion of our friends. Our landlady is by 
n6 means deficient in underflatiding^ air 
though a want of prudence runs parallel 
in her condud. Connexions, big with 
importance to, our future happinefs, fhould 
ever be the rcfult of unblaflTed pre-? 
pbflfeflibn. For my own part I will never 
ijecomc a proftituted votary at Hymen's 
G 5 , (hiiw;; 
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ihrine; love alone (hall cement the gerltfe 
i)andage. 

From whom do you think I have juft 
had the honour of a vifit? The very 
Captain who fo fortunately came to my 
affiilance at Princeton, after the death of 
Clarimont. He arrived in this city yefter- 
day, from Fort- Pitt, having rode exprefs 
ftbm the weftern army. I am much 
pleafed with him ; he is graceful and po- 
lite : His vifit was (bort ; but if I am not 
roiftaken> he is fentimental and acconf[>li(h- 
cd. His countenance is expreflive ; his eyes 
beam with underftandtng ind gliften with 
ienfibility. I have tried to check my pre- 
pofTefTions, calling upon the guards of mf 
heart, lo be cautious and not to admit an 
.undeferving gueft. Yet my breail palpi- 
tates at his approach. I am pleafed with 
•his company, arid regret his abfence. He 
reminds me of Clarimont. As he is ex- 
^efs from General St. Clair, his ftay here 
lirill be (hort ; fo that ihould Caroline be a 
Jjittle entangled in the filken fnare of love, 
abfence is feid to be a fovereign remedy, 
I am not convinced, however ; but in this 
inflance it may prove as injurious as the 
camphire preparations £o Jndifcriminately 
ufedbymyaunt*sdodlorat-Trenton. My 
. penetrating landlady has already difcover- 
cd my difeafe,anda(ruresmeof fuccefs,,if 
^i will fubmit to her directions. She is ex- 
tremely 



i 
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tiemdy kind, my dear; but I prefer to 
aft for myfelf. Let your friendflbip cvoc 
await . 

CAROLINB. 



LE T T E R IX^ 

FhiUdelphla. 

JLn my laft letter I forgot to mention 
the name of my charming Captain. Ex* 
cufe this negled, and give me leave to in* 
troduce Capt. Evremont, to your particu- 
lar friendihip. I ' am convinced Maria 
vill give him a corner of her heart, froni 
the attachment fhe has long poffeffed for 
her Caroline. I fhould be doubly happy 
perfonally to prefent him to my friend, that 
from an acquaintance with him /he might 
fet a jull vakie upon his accompliftimenrs 
and virtues ; but can only anticipate this 
event at a future period. His bufinefe 
with the Secretary at War has detained 
him in this city much longer than he ex- 
pefted ; and I have the pleafure to affure 
my dear'Maria, that his breaft beats conge- 
nial to the fondeft wifhes of Caroline's 
heart. Yes, my friend, we have rcfolved 
one day to form a near and plcafing con- 
ncsdon. Flattering as my prefcat prepof^ 

feffiojis 
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Xeffionsare, they have opened upOo me 
I new anxieties and cares. It. is truly .an6»- 
tunate he (houkl, at this crififi, be obliged t9 
accept a commifTion, fgr I underftand ne- 
ccffity, rather than an attachment to the 
mode of life, has urged him to the ftep. 
This gentleman is a native of Bofton, and 
was early placed by his parents with a re- 
fpedtable merchant in that place. Soon af- 
ter the difficulties between Great-Britain 
tod America commenced, that capital bis- 
came a Britifli garrifon. Trade was ne- 
cefTartly laid afide. Thus at an important 
period was he deprived of his profpc<5ks of 
t>ufmefs in future life. Here he fuffered 
in the general calamity, and with a number 
' of his fellow citizens was under the ineceif- 
fity of entering the army, where he conti- 
nued until the clofe of the war. Upon the 
war breaking out with the Indians, he agaia 
accepted a commiflion merely for a fup- 
port. Being however engaged, it will 
not do for him'to retreat, until the prefent 
campaign is decided. The honour of a» 
foldier, yoa know, is held dearer than bis 
life. May the American army be the pe- 
culiar care of Providence^ and the goddefs 
of health difFufe her fmiles upon them. 
May farne refound the trunipct which fhall 
echo their immortal deeds, and their liame^ 
be engraven on the hearts of the virtuous 
.and brave.- 

Mr. 
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> Mr. EvrmioDC*8 tarrymg has prevenWi 
<mr going on foNew*York. Mr. Wilkiiw 
will accompany TO to that city, from 
iKhence you may fliortly expedl to hear 
from your 

' CAROLINE, 



LETTER X. 

New-yort. 

1 OU complain of my filence ; and 
add, thi«e poftg have arrived without a 

. line fronv your friend. The omilSiDn is by 
jio means conlbnant with thedi£taies of ' 

tny heart. Such indeed has been my in-* 
^uQ^ibered fit uatioQ, that it has been out of 
my power tagratify my m^A favourite in*- 
clination. Buty ou have no rt^t to doubt 
my frien<Jftipt No.; Aat heaven-born 
fpark ha; lpf\g hwx kindling in my breaft 
its extatic blaze. I thank you ibr th^ 

. pleafmg rotrofpefk of our tnfam friendfhip. 
Tbofed^ys, indeed^ were inocpreffibly hap* 
py which were illumed with your fociety. 
The tend^ bud expanded under your in*, 
yigorating influence, and received a folid 
balBs for its eternal exifience. Yes, my 
dear, it is not a meteor ^ncing in the ju*» 
venile fancy, but a creative fun, which 
.. auimate& 
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tnimates every dormant virtiie» and beau-^ 
tifies every unfolding plant. Every mo- 
ment fince ray arrival in New- York, has 
4been devoted to Lucr^ tia ; and we are fttH 
bufy in preparing for the intended union. 
Mr, Barton, previous to our arrival, had 
written to his correfpondent in Philadel- 
phia, and obtained fatisfaftory infcMrma* 
tion refpedling Mr. Wilkins, and has been 
pleafed to ^ive his approbation to an early 
day. for the celebration of the nuptials* 
Mr. Wilkins*s bufinefs calling hrm to Vir- 
' ginia, where hepropofes to fettle at a place 
called Havre-de-Grace, I have promifed 
to accompany them. Having no parti- 
cular attachment to Philadelphia, I think- 
it probable I (hall tarry with them a con- 
fiderable time. This, I flatter myfelf 
will not always be the cafe; 1 begin to 
think it beft to have fome one to provide 
for and prote<a me. Old age will come^ 
^d the epithet of old maid is, you know, a 
liigma, the appellation of which I will, if 
pc^Tible, avoid. 

■ I received a letter from Capt. Evrfemonf, 
dated Fort-Pitt. He regrets his prcfent 
engagements with the army, but flatters 
^imfelf the troops raifing by Congrefs, will 
in one campaign, put a period to the war. 
Sincerely do I wilh this may not prove an 
illufive hope j but I fear they will be de- 
ceived. We have long habituated otir- 
^ fclves 
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fcfves to cotifider the Iridiaiis'as an iiJignK 
ficant enemy, who are to be fifchced liy 
toys; it is now, however, policy to view 
ttero as a formidable body. Mr. Evre- 
mont adds, ** it is generally believed the die- 
predations which the frontiers have expo- 
rienced for years paft, have been inftigated 
by the garrifon at Detroit r" If fo, it is high- 
ly probable they will afford them every 
beceffary fupply/ . Fortttnatdy Iny reflec- 
tions are taken off from thefe painful ideas,; 
by my prefent avocations. » I have receiv- 
ed a letter from my aunt Noble, complaiib* 
ing of our taking the rout to' New- York, 
through Burlington, Bordeotown, • and 
Amboy, and inhfting on our making her 
houfe, in our way back to Philadelphia/ 
The reaibns for purfuing this road were 
not to avoid a repetition of her grievances^ 
but that we might have an opportunity of 
feeing this part of the country; having 
gratified our curiofity, we intend to in^^ 
dulge her .with a flying vifit. She men- 
tions fome new cireumftances relative to 
Eliza, and folicits me to be upon my guard. 
I iktter myfelf my journey to Havre-de- 
Grace will prove my fecurity. At that dif ^ 
tance, I ftiall confider myfelf free from her • 
perfecutbns. I am caHed downilairs, and 
mull, for the prefent, liay afide my pen—- 
When I entered the parlour I law a gen- 
teel young man fitting with Lueretia, 

. wh« 
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who bowing her head as I crofled to a chair; 
feidy ^^ 'Vkis^ Sir, is the lady for whom yoif 
were inqiftring/' . He aroTe, am! addre^Bsg 
me, obferved, his brother, Capt. Evreraont; 
when in Philadelphia a few week^^ fioce,. by: 
letter, had requeued him, as he paiTed 
through New- York, on his way to the 
Weftward, to call upon his intended fifter : 
I therefore, Mifs, agreeably to his wiflies, 
introduce myfclf to you. I aiTured him ot 
^e (atisfadion his vifit aifForded, and made 
every mquiry after his connexions, which 
politenefs dictated. His vifit was.fhort.^ 
(jMcretia invited him to dine the next day ; 
1^: pleading a previous engagement, we 
were deprived of his^company. He begged 
I would heighten his reception at Fort- 
Fitt, by honouring him with the charge of 
a letter, fayii^ he (hould call upon me the 
9ext evening for my commands, as he ex"> 
|>e6\ed to leave the city immediately , 
Capt Evremont had mentioned his brother's 
been foon expeded with recruits, and ob- 
tained my prod^ife of writing by him. 
Pleafed with fo favourable an opportunity, 
I entrufled him with a lengthy letter, re-, 
plete with .encomhims upon my intended*^ 
brodier. I fincerely : regretted his (hort 
Itey in New- York, as it deprived nie of the . 
faappiQefs of being fully accpiainted with 
his iperits. But a foldier, my dear, is not 
the mafter of his ttme^ nor canhe impede 

the 



Ae- flying noments; I dtrcdkcd liim to' 
Mrs. Leafohs, as a good^ boardftig-houfe; 
while he tarried in Phtladclphia; " '■ 

"How docs the iicavihg figh Iwdf my 

agitated bofom, at the antictpatioii of ther 

dangers which await tAy friend^: Tet, 

\ amtdft my drftreiling thoughts, a beam o^ 

' hope dart^ its animalicg lays, andgivei 

me infinite' Aipiport. 

I have written you a lengthy fetter J 
accept it as a token of my frtiendfhip ; and 
may virtue, that fair daughter of heaven,* 
defcend and illurne our path through the* 
wilderncftr of life, and fweetenirig the rc-« 
fictions of exptring monients, accompany 
ua to the brkht tegtan of uniBteuuptecl 
Wife. 

Adieu^ 

CAROLINB. 



L E T T E R XI. 

New-TcrL 

LuCRETIA, the aimftble, the 
charming Lucretia, hats fiow entered tiie 
lili of mUtrbns/ The indiffi>Iuble knot uk 
tied. The wedding was private; but ^e 
have 5fet to receive the cpngtatulatioofi ^ 
a numerous acquftilitaiice. >: 

Our 
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Our levee is crowded, and I am obliged 
to obtrude upon tfaofe hours, ufually de-. 
voted to Morpheus, or deprive myfdf of th© 
gratifieaHon of writrng to my dear Maria, 
whofe happtnefs is eVer interwoven witb 
Caroline's. Thisfaid matrimony is a fc* 
rious thing ; it makes me thoughtful. But 
I fancy I am more difpoTed to be ferious^ 
fjDom the unhappy connexion of my aunt. 
It may, howevier,' teach me an important 
kflbn ; a kfibn, upon which the happinef^ 
of my iutlire life depends, never to connedt 
my fielf with a man, whofe ignorance dif^ 
qualifies him for an agreeable companion. 
The moft ignorant arc, in general, the moft 
tenacious $ and poflefs fuch high ideas of 
their imaginary excellencies, that they can<^ 
not allow any merit to their friends. A 
hand^TiDie face, an engaging perfouv will. 
be additionally pleafing to my tafie ; but 
I flatter myfelf, they will never fafcinate 
my judgment; nor the more captivating 
allurements of rich«3, iofatuate my mind. 

Virtues, emitted in the calm walks of 
Ibcial life, render pkafant the hours of re^ 
tirement, and are alone calculated to infure 
dbmeftic happinefi. Wifdom is the lumi*^ 
ntty of the mkid } and, by her enlivening 
powers^ dif&pates thofe painful fenfations^ 
which are fpontaneous, in the bofom of ig^ 
Mfance. • Ignorance is the fruitfui parent 
of every ungenerous principle. , 
* ' To 
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• To fee connected with a man of inferior 
underftanding to my own, would excite 
reflexions which would imbitter life. Yet 
how many of thofe matches do. we daily 
fee. Strange that we ihould be^ thus de- 
ceived. It is faid the little urchin is blinds 
^nd thisis all theapology riiat can be made 
for lis. We frcqiKntly, however,^piu:chaf€ 
our fight by a fatal facrtfke . Pray beaten, 
it may never be the lot of Carolihe or her 
friend to be thus wretchedly united, 

Mr. Wilkins is (enfible, genteel, an^ 
accomplilhed. I am not (killed in phyfiog- 
nomy, bat fear he is avaricious and impe- 
tuous. If fo,it mull caft a fable cloud over 
their domej^ic pleafures ; for the difpofr- 
jion of Lucretia, is nobly generous* Edu* 
cated in the funfliine of fortune, flic hu 
. been enabled to indulge the emanations of 
a heart, replete with humanity. She has 
lever fought objedtsof diftrefs, and alleviated 
ftich as were fufferingwith cheerlds pover- 
ty. This difpofition is fo f<^Idom tmplant^^ 
.ed in the bofom of afihience, that its fup- 
preffion would give me pain. The prur* 
.dence of Lucretia, will ever di Aate an ac* 
quiefcence with the willof berhuflband^and 
fhe will readily relinquifli many little de-* 
corations which might be added to her owq^ 
perfon, privately to gratify her god-Kke 
^ropenfity.* I will not anticipate, what 
may never takeplaca; This will be roo* 

Aopoliziog 
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nopotizing a double portion of trotibre. 
Away with thts bane to happinefs. Let 
«» take the incidents as they arift ; and^ by 
confining our ideas within the dictates ^ 
fcafon, wre fliaU at teaft enfuce jprefent 
|Mace. 

Unlbitenately, I was for fome time edq^ 
eatedby a pcrfon, wihofe peculiar pleafure 
ft was to, colour, with tl^ moft gloomy^ 
fliadeSy every cxpcftcd event. This occa- 
fioned an ^ early avcrficin in my mind to 
anticipation. 

Many tifeful leflbns are to be learnt 
from obfervation, and great is the danger 
of contfaftmg bad habits. Had not my 
judgment bdiJn dircfted" by my deccafed 
uncle aiid aunt, there is no doubt but I 
Ihould have imbibed that difpofition, fo iii- 
juripus to the enjoyment of life. At the 
early period \n which I was placed under 
flic protedion of my aunt Noble, tny rci- 
fon was not fufficiently expanded, to decide 
for myfelf. Thofe youth, who arc within 
the limits of enlightened inftruAion, re- 
ceive inescpreffible advantages. Thus the 
friendly hints of my uncle and aunt Franks 
lin,»led me to refleft upon many foibletj, 
mnd armed me againft therock„ upon which 
my aunt Noble's domcftic happinefs fplit. 
I have long fmce been convinced of the 
folly of confidering the world at large as 
ouf friends y to fuppofe ail; wha hear our 

troubles, 
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tipsbles, muftcpnf^uently become di«rei9 
in them« ftroqgly evinces a vacant mind, 
fUlating domeftic difficolties abroad, is ia<t 
•coiififient witli ^e rulesof foqial happiwrsi 
and .repu^ant to ^very principle of pplite^ 
nefs. Should I ever become a parent, be 
^ffured, it (hall be my early endeavour, to 
check in the youthful ns^ind^ every propeor 
fity to a communicative unguarded dlfpo* 
fition i and above ally I will Imprefs the ne^ 
ceflity of kjeqping all family matters far 
iH-ed / 

I have not dwelt ^us upon the <libje(5V« 
becaufe I think you need the leflbn ;- but 
as Ae oWervatipns naturally occurred, I 
felt no wl(h to reflrain them.. 

I (hall not write yw agaio, until 
I arrive at Philadelphia, from whence we 
(hall go by land to Virginia. Xeep-yoiir 
heart for fome deferving youth, whoft 
united virtues, (hall iniure your happineik 
Adieu, 

carouke; 



LETTER XIL 

PhUadiJpkiM. 

Having paffcd through the ufual 
ceremonies of receiving the congratulatory 
tifits<>f our acquaintancesi we l^ftened to 

this 
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this city, where we muft again fubmit to 
that ridiculous parade, cuftom hair eftab- 
Kflied upon thcfe occafiens. Iivmy view, 
iiothing is fo fooliihasthefettmg ourielves 
cp for a fhow, and becoming an objcft of 
animadverrion. It is a cereniony I am re- 
fclved to difpenfe with, however^oppofed 
to the ideas of the world ; for \ cati n^ver 
confent to a form fo contrary to my feel- 
ings, fo derogatory to my judgment. To 
comply with it, requires more fortitude 
«nd patience than has fallen to my Jhare. 
Our talk, however, will not be fo feverc 
as at New- York. Morriiug vifits will fee 
Ihort, and we hav^ no time to devote to- 
afteriKX)n company. This circumftance 
will alfo relieve Mr. Wilfcins. 

Mrs. Leafon received us with great po- 
ll tenefs. I have made inquiries of her, 
refpefting my intended brother, as I re- 
GOmirnended him to hev houfe for lodgings, 
but can obtain no information of him. It 
is probable, he fell in with company upon 
the road, who introduced him elfewhere. 

Several weeks, have elapfed, fmce I 
heard from Capt- Evxemont. His filence 
is uncommon and gives me great anxiety ; 
nor can thofe amufements to which I 
have long been partial, or the joyful 
event of Lucretia's union, obliterate, my 
fears. I am much indifpofed. There is 
an inexpreflible fympathy between the 

mindy 
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tnind and body ; they arc mutually afFed^ 
^. Hc^e is the anodyne of life, a balm 
to the affli£ted, and an animating meteor, ' 
Mrhich diflipates the dew of difappointment; 
but fear, by depreffing the fpirits, bring^ 
'on difeafe, which often terminates life. I 
love to get by myfelf . Reflexion is pleaf- 
ing. To drop a tear upon the recoIleAicm 
cif my friends, is a luxury to my foul. 
Friend(faip, tme friendlhip, is a child of 
iieavien, ' . 

Agreeably to promife, we made Trenton 
in our way to this city, and found my 
aunty as ufual, complaining. Our vifit was 
ihort ; Lucretia poJitdy gave her ^ invi- 
tation to vifit her at Havre de-Grace. An \^ 
invitation I doubt not but (he will accept ; 
fome premonition will tell her the journey 
will be of fervice, and point out a tboufand 
chimerical advantages. Civility is fre- 
,<juently a tyrant, which compels us to 4e> 
many things contrary to our wiflies. You 
muft excufe the {hortnefs of this lettqr. 
My indifpofition prevents me from addijng 
more^ than the affuriances of my f riondihip^ 

CARQUHE* 
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LETTER Xin. : 

PKladelphM. 

JL H£ gfbam vAaA pervaded mj 
mind when I laft addreflfcd you, lias fob- 
Ikied. 1 have been gratified with a lett^ 
from Capt. fivreniont. It had laid in Aie 
war office more than a week, fle does 
not mention his brother. I fufpedk there 
is fome deception in this affair. 

My aunt has repditedly aflured me, no 
tneafures were unpurfiied by Eliza to ob« 
tain my letters, and that dirough this chao^ 
ftel, ihe becomes acquainted with my pri- 
vate Intentions. 

i am gaining ftrength, and hope,l ihali 
ibonbe able to attend Lacretta home : She 
lias beat particularly attentive to me iit 
my indifpofilicm. By her perfuafions I 
confented to call in a phyikian, who has 
\ieA the impudence to ftyle ray diforder 
mervou^. A pretty cuftom of the faculty, 
to clafs thofe complaints, which they have 
not fufficient abifities to remove under 
thiss denominattcm ! By placing the difeafe 
upon diofe delicate organs, they conclude, 
ihould their applications be unfuccefsful, 
their patients cannot cenfure their judg^^ 
ment, and diey will thereby elude reflect 
lion. •* 

There 
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f'httffe is fiat, in treason, an epithet 

^tMtt ^(mfidiiig to my feelings. To be 

1f!rtr;*l^5, fegfettetaHy to be a/W; fi plague 

Ife bu]Si83vfc8 tfnd a torment to oar friends. 

t^ouia ! pbffibly think myfcif fo devoid 

>tf Hfta(MKtyi fe ddHtme of phtlofophy, fo 

depraved in ray minds I would inft^nt- »> 

^y ^k'fome uirfrcqtientcd recef^ wfae^e 

tenbrfftl^eyie (hottld never Tcaiih me. 

The fugacious doapt' had no (boner de-* 

terthined ttly difeafe, thati my^efentment 

^ -was excited. 1 immediately <!ifcardcid hi?j 

pi'efcriptiotts, andtefiifed hisfa^therattend- 

isrtfcfe. If that is the ^fe> fatd ' I^ away 

• vrift phyficJatins j medicines are^etfilitating^ 

refdtrti^rilhiil/be my ture; I will iieyec 

be ch'eatHBd of ^ pleafntfes'c^^Hfe, by ner- 

^mis dtforders, Since Ais dietemithatioiiy 

'rnyametidhient has been'tapid. ^Piofttby 

the leffon, Maria, iattd'^be aifitfeiJi 'tefolu- 

tion isthe ftrbngeft aDrtidote -fltat tatipofli- 

bljf^bc adminilefc'd^ in nervous attacks. 

J8y encouraging the mind in ratioi^t 
'purfbits, it fooh becomes ilrtrigthened ;;« 
' fucceflion'of ^titertaining, improying ftu- 
^ dits,. Will ward off dcjeftion. 

Mr, Wilkliis has written to his jpiirtner 
at HaVre-de-^Grace tofecure lodgings until 
bis^ furniture fhall arrive from New- York ; 
-which ^as to have been (hipped foon after 
'We left thttt city. ^' 

D M/ 
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My indifporition prevents me from fbar- 
ing in the congratulations of our firienda^ 
upon LucretU's account I regret it. The 
K^^rm wifli of my heart is, for her uninter- 
rupted happinefc. May their joys be mu- 
tual, and profpcrity ever illume their jbucr 
ney of life- 

Unfortunately for Mr& Leafon^ Laura 
is abfent from liome, oonfeiquently a dou- 
ble attention devolves upon hen CouM 
jou fee this tafty widow^ whofe grey 
hairs, denote her advanced years, decorated 
, in all the gaiety of youth, I am fiire your 
jfentiments would accord wi^ mine. 
/Nothing exprefles a want of judgnient, 
more, than not complying with a dre£L 
iuited to declining life. The gaieties of 
joutfa, ihould certainly be laid afide, as 
ihat period retires^ and the fober habili- 
ments of advanced age afiiimed. 

Good fenfe will ever difcover itfelf 
throughout our condud, but in nothing 
more confpicuouily than this. I have 
frequently fecn the pifture of a very aged 
lady^ feated at her toilet, who by theamft- 
ance of her drefling maid (from whofe 
couiit^nance a firiking leflbn might be de- 
duced) is decorating herfelf in all the finer 
ry of a young lady^ jufl entering upon the 
theatre of life. In my view, this/repce- 
fentation, is as fevere a farcafm upon the 
fcx, as can poffibly be portrayed. I wifli 

to 
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tp purchafe it for Mrs. Lcafon, and ant re- 
folved, if I can ever obtain it, to prcfent jt 
to her. Such charaders difcover minds> 
as unimproved as the defarts of Lybrta, 
Old age is indeed a defolating period i£ 
the illuminating beams of wifdom have not 
dawned upon the mind ; but if (he irradi- 
ates the underftandlng, we can view the 
clofe of life with refignation. And having 
pafled the errors of youth, we may, through 
the eye ofreafon, anticipate increafing in- 
firmities, and approaching death, with per 
cuFiar ferenity. 

I muft plead my former excufe of in- 
^ifpofition ; although my letters are Ifaort^ 
the heart of Caroline is not the lefs attach- 
ed to Maria B^ .. 

Adieu^ 

CAROUNE. 



LETTER XIV, 

ItE arrived here the 2pth inftant. The 
journey has been of infinite fcrvicc to my 
^lealth. I atn extremely pleafed with this 
town. It is fituated upon a mofl delight- 
ful river, Jtnd appears dcfigned, by Na- 
ture, for trade 

Da Mr* 
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Mr. Wnkins*s houfe is peculiarly plea'<^ 
fantj as it commands an cxtenfivc profpe ft. 
TThe fpmiture has not arrived. Wc arc at 
jrelent in the family of Mrs. Gardner • I 
lyill mtroducc them to my Maria. This lar 
dy has bc^n fome years a widow, left wlft 
^ree daughters and two ions : the two 
^Idcli girls are the epitome of their mother, 
it. may be expected, that children educated 
by the f^me parecjt, (hould imbibe fuhi* 
laricntjpients and habits. 

But this family demonftrates, that'^ha- 
twte^ unaffifted by art, frequently implants 
pV^incipIes in the youthful breaft, far fupe- 
rioi; to, the moft refined ftudy, 

Mrs. G, isi a woman of great ambition, 
with a high opinion of her own abilitiek^ (he 
prides herfelf upon the fuppofed refp^^- 
bility of her character, bcafts much of her 
domeftic economy, aflumes a large (bare of 
merit from the richnefs of her clothing, 
exerts herfelf to be though^ a learned wo- 
man, and aims to monopolize refpedt from 
ihe Idea of keeping the beft company in 
the place. 

Thefe arc the jtift traits in the character 
of iriy landlady and her eldeft daughters. 

Educated in fuch fentiments, it is not 
furprifmg, that drefling and vifiting, are 
the favourite employments of the young 
ladies, who are particularly remarked for 
being in the Ihecis. Fond of being 

feen. 
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^ieeiit they inqpirc from (hop to (hop, 
jjor articles they have no intenfion to pur- 
cliafe. But (hopping is a charming amufe- 
inent ; it give$ them an opportuntt y to fheW 
thcmfelycs abroad *f fey defpifc every 
thing •* wulgat,**^ and their friends are the 
**"moft af&bleft," ^nd the ** moft agree- 
ableft" in the world:' ' : . . i 

' ' Mrs. Gardner and her daughter's lo- 
quacity rnight be overlooked, if ^;/ery ex- 
predion was npt tortured by an ignorance 
of theiV own language. V 

Had you' been .at table. a few days fincc^ 
you wpufdhave bce;n diverted j h. was diiffi- 
cult to refrairi from laughing. ''^Having 
dined, l^rs. Gardnier 'fitled.fer glafeV.a^ 
oaring Ithe' wine, r^iie^ed the OTmpan 
jfo drink " a good hulband.tp^ 9^$!^^^^ wi- 
^iows.'* I hefitated j for had^ray life 1de- 
^tended, I could nc>t iriiagirie wha't fenti- 
'^enl ihe meant to coiivey. t ^however 
r$ipeatigd the foaft; Anxious to avoid "laii^^ 
ing, and inhallc .to'difpenfe with the wiae, 

. T' dioaked myfelf, and was obliged | to 
leave die ^oom ; glad indeed of an oppor- 
tunity to retire. Lucretia improved ihe 
m6ix\er^t, and followed me up to my qham- 
^r, where we had high diverfion. 
'^_ Fanny, the yoiingeft daughter, is a very 
different chajra^er/ Deticatc in her ^^zr 
yi9\ir, enlightened ih ^h^r under Itaiidiiigi 
,S(he'fpeaks,wUh propriety, dciermin^s wim 
D 3 judgment 
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* judgment, and poflefles a peculiar foftnefs 
of difpofition^ which, like the gentle luftre 
of the evening ftar, beams in her exprefliv^ 
eye. Thefc fecure her the partiality of the 
boarders ; and her attention to their little 
wants, enhances her in. their efteem. H^r 
mind indeed, is an aflemblage of virtues. 
I am not fond of adopting new friends, but 
there is in this dear girl, fomething fo eii^ 
gaging, (b congenial with my feelbgs, that 
J am rcfolved to endear myfcif to W, and, 
if poffible, to become neceffary to her hap- 

', pSncfs. She appears to poffefs a natural 
vivacity, which. is at prefent clouded, by 
Ibmc unhappy event. If this is the cafc^ 
time, ^and aiEduity, fhall difcover it. 

Mrs. Gardner's eldefl fon is a man of 
fortune \. it is, therefore, unneceflary tctadd 
a man of friends. Although cndrcled by 
the fafcinating fmilcs of this pleafing deify, 
he claims no pretenfions to happiness. 
Poflefling an anxious, parfinionious difpofi- 
tion, he is deprived of thofe twnquil fenfe- 
tions whicti produce gratitude. Never 
having ^ lipped of difappointment*s bitter 
cup, his heart is callous to the tears cf for- 
row. Abforbed in the purfuit of wealth, 
many focial virtues lie dormant. Perplex- 
ed, left his plans in bufinefs (hould prove 
nnfuccefsful, he cannot rclilh prefent blcf- 
iings, and from an unhappy temper cotitt- 
nually CuStxs imaginary difficulties. Rich- 
er 
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t$^ rather augment than Ifeflen his anxiety. 
He is a ftranger to that ireal enjoyment^ 
which thofc experience, whpfe bofoms are 
meliorated by hunianity, and irradiated 
with benevolence. Contentment, that maid 
of heavenly origin, abfconds his nyntaJ re- 
gion, and tak^s her rcfidence in the more 
ferene heart. When we fee thofe who have 
been nurfed in the indulgeiU lap of fottu-ne^ 
deprived of tempers to enjoy her gifts, con- 
ftantly agitated And diftrcfled, we certainly 
cannot envy their pofleflions. It will cnr 
. force the obfervatton that money aloae is 
inftifficient to fedurc peace. 

Mr. Cardiier i» unmarried^ and free 
£rom every incumbrance ; he wants on>Iy a 
mind to enjoy theabu^ndaooe which Provi- 
dence haappored upon him. ' 

His brother is married^ aad has a large 
fiimily dependanl pn him. .There is a de-- 
freffion in his countenance which excites 
die tendereft feelings of niy heart. He \sp 
t believe^ a child <^ fbrrow. Havinjg in- 
dulged myfelf m tepeated cooverfations 
with him, i af» deceived if he does not 
poflefir a good undierllanding, a iincere 
Jbu), and a feelhig mtnd. Every new in-* 
lerview increafe»my partiality , but thefe 
are my own obfervattonar For nothing is | 

more difficult than afeertalning fiom thA .| 

world \kc true chaiader of an ufifOMunator * j 
D 4 muxu ] 
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man* Adverfity is a cloud wlAeH too e^; 
ie€tually conceals many r^I virtue. 

I am called eff by Lucretia— -ean oidy- 
add^ Adieti^ 

CAXOLTNE^ 



LETTER XV. 

S INC E I laft addtefled my dear Marttt 
I have had an opportunity of becoming 
more aiequdlcired with the unfortunate Mr. 
Gardner. Fanny entered my cbansbcsi' 
this:n>6rturtg, and requeued me tafav^ 
her with feme entertaining books« . There 
was 'il nui6ber upon my table : . I de^ed 
her to felca* .f;icb aa would be pleafifig tA 
her. Engaged in reaidtng, fliti bad re^^ 
xA the door; V^en looking up and feeii^ 
but a fmall pamplflet tn her bandt 1 
tiked her, if tfiere were noftc conforiattt 
with her tafte?. Her heart wis full; th^ 
pearly tear gliftcned in her eyes: Sb^ 
€ould not articulate. Fanny, coritiauetf !» 
what diilfcffes you ? Peltcve me your 
ftiend; unbofdm your affiidicn. $lie«- 
dined to retire. I arofe, took bcr bai»f« 
Knd led ber 4o a cfaair ; && laid "^ bosfe 
upon the table ; I ulinced my eyes upon 
it, and found it a play, entitled, " The 

Brothers.** 
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Btpthers.'* ^unofity was excitpd; m>l 

^attadirbentlor fier iticrcafed ;T^pcrieincal 

"all '.that ihex^pfeflible fyrripafWy; Jwhich 

is united with thofe fweet fenfatioivs .of a 

' feeling mind, and was filent forlome ' m1- 

' nutes, that fhe might give vent to ffit feffa- 

"fions of her grief. Tears Tiaving afForHijd 

.a ipomentary relief, I refumedrny fdli'clta- 

tions, afTuring her of niy prepofleffip^s ; ' 

obfervirig, f had noticed s^n anxiety ' upon 

her countenance, the caufe of which, if 

pbffible, it was tny wifti to remove. .She 

replied,. ** t thank you for your Friendfhip ; 

nor can I rcfufe your requeft. * Thft.fi tie 

pf that book, forced upon me many ^^di?a- 

greeable ideasi by reminfilihg me of the fi- 

- tuatioii of my brothers i the youngeft^of 
whom has experienced *a fucccffiOT ofrtiis- 
fortupes. Long initiated m jtlie School of 
^fevere dilappointjiiient, mxt\ the moil eco- 
. nomjcal attention, and clofeft induftry, hfe 
finds it difficTult to fiipport his fiamily j yet 
his deftitute circumftances make n6 im- 
preffioh upon the bcart of Charles, who, by 
great fqcceia has .accumulated immenfe 
property. Intoxicated by the inebriatiiig 
powl of prbfperity, lie lives only for hiin- 

. 'felf. •• • '• ' •" ^ '' 

'" Thofe innate principles ofbenevplence, 

generally ingrafted in the human heart, 

which induce it to aflift the diftreffed,^^p-- 

p^r, totally, eia<iicated from, his breaft ^ 

V ^ D 5 ^ tod 
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and he is governed by a penurious dUpa- 
.|itk>n, which renders him callous to the 
Mrants of his neareft friends* He viewsi, 
with an adamantine indifference^ the (uffer- 
. ings of a deferring family, A^ithout a fingle 
efi&rt tp relieve them. The unpardonable 
infenfibility he uniformly difcovers to the 
embarraflrnents of a brother^ adds^ a baib 
to the dart of misfortune. The pain 
vhich refults from the inattention of our 
connexionst is too fevere for a fufceptible 
niifKl^ To meet indifTerence^ /where we 
; expected ai&ftancc^ deilroys the foadhop^ 
tiafure excites. 

** Shall a love of money ab{brb the natu- 
jral affe^ions, iteel the feelings, and im* 
pcrve every virtue of the heart? No, my 
dean If wearea£luatedbygratitude,^our 
xnimds will be dilated by the .bounty with 
which we are bleft. We fliall endeavour 
to ccunmiinicatehappinefs to the diftrefled^ 
andia i(earch of obje£ts» duty and inclioa^ 
lion wUl firft direct to thofe with whpn^ 
heaven has immediately conncftcdus. But 
fympathy never filled the eye of my bro* 
ther with a generous tear ; nor has huma- 
nity meliorated the inlcnfibiltty of hisheatt.'*" 
Here (he paufed. I urged her to fupprefs 
feelings fo deftruftive to her health. TLet 
us anticipate your brother*s better fortune. 
H^pe Is the cordial of life. Encpui:ag.e the 
friendly deludon : It will aflTift you in 

conquering 
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' conquering thofe reflexions fo prejudicial 
to you. Stit was now called. 

The great contraft in jthia family frc - 
gently engag^ my refle<flion. It is in^ 
. deed happy for /ociety that characters,, 
fidlar to Mr. Gardner's, aror nqt mbje 
frequent. How much more amiable the* 
Hian, who llodies' to commnnicate happi- 
nefs^ whole breaft beats with humanity, and 
who Itftens to the voice of forrow, Svith a. 
difpofitioii to mitigate human mifery/ The 
lememhrance of fuch ts trul^ grateftil tO' 
itc chiidreR of afflicUon.. 

Evsery feeling df ray heart w excited^ for 
Frederick. Ip]lyaivdKei)ieem>him,andihc 
amiaUe Fanhy^ Pity and eflcem ! what 
cold expreffionsi I will ever evixice my 
warmeft friendfhtp for thenov No new at- 
: ticbment fliall, howevet, deprive Maria of 
tbereal friendibip of 

cajio&in;b;. 



LETTER XVt 

I HAVE at fen^h the fatisfa^ioh of 
addreifing Nfaria^ from the houfe of Eu-r 
eretia. It gives me infinite pleafure to fee: 
tor engaged ta the regulations ofherfami* 

Jy., 
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]y; Her di^pofilion is ireU oaktdate^^^ 
enjoy life. If ffae fhone as^a dugHieiC) and 
m miflids whilq whh her iaxhm:^ ias ^a tvife^ 
(lie is worthy the cbfcA imitatian. Adow- 
cid with fweetnefs, croMfiscd <whh victtte^ 
end dignified with tfentimen£; frcoittisctbt^* 
foitl of domeflic iife, fhe ihines mthimati' 
fraAive radiance. It istbertftivfy tP ac- 
commodate herfelf to the difpofi^da^ofMr. 
WilkinsL, and her coniiant >en(iB9f oor idbo 
render him happy. If ihc has «bt fotind 
in him all ihe fondly 'itm^ncd, -fht-pnn' 
dently conceals it. Soldmcsi, cel^biidbd 
for his wifdom, Hechircs, that •* AfncHig a 
thoufand womoi, he ihad not tfound t»ne 
deferving the name of wife.** Mr. Wilfcias 
then, is peculiarly bfeff. I fear he:is icifisii- 
fible to the value ofthe'pme/ l:iisiap^ 
.pinefs appears detached from tkmdEHc 
pieafures. We havebiiriitiie(o£!v3€$iiB|Mi- 
ny : his fondnefs for variety, renders home 
diftafteful to him. The afiiduity and at-' 
tention of the lover, is fuperfeded by un- 
p^rdonaBle^negleft. The woman who a 
ftiort time -fmce esigsctkd -every pleafure- 
able id^a, ^he now views'wtfhout emotion ; 
and, I fometimes think, returns to, with rc^ 
gret. Bufmels engages his daily attention^ 
' «nd the tavern his feifur^ hourlrbilt Mr, 
Wilkins is not an unfalhion«tble ihufband. 
In this era of politeBeft, to fee la man at- ^ 
tached to his wife, denotes a weakneis, 

which 



|jQvi5 «t^^€Krt is A pa^oa biit fi4ilet|n:- 

^fferftood. The gefkiemen abforbed^m 

f©(i^ i|iikmg;at'tachme«t, :gmerallyrbdi^jw 

. theorf^kesjCftUghtM the alluring fi)ar€,.afid 

ftfolveitOzObitdb itbcobjeftxtf their, fupgo- 

:ftd affe<aion. Their favourite wi A accom- 

f>Iifii^,:lhey rfeequently difco^er Aeir,i?>1f- 

<|iteev iteo: late to iJetirieve Jthe ^e* r^oi', «kd 

thus become wretched for life, fiappy^ 

ifparf Fagcis would -Jt>e imort >fre^tient, wae 

rtlieififft impulfiBitb ariffe, fijoki thef^rc^p- 

-.liqp^ certain ioDatcJvirtuaB ; fliefe iwoiilcl 

i^ipand itiie ilcodertp^ffion. 

: L^Are jis ihe Koffsprtng.of . -a'VfgoF<$us^^ti. 
icy : Itisfbotiiof jjoakfi^^and .if i Wfed with 
care, v»ir,>m'thecalmifuiiftiiie:df ^^^ 
Jtfe;iOwIiorate>intd:thc fubliihdV:frietfdfli^. 
7Havifisl>Qtt:inatiircd by reciprocal ooni?-. 
d^nce iaiid .mutuql^eiteein, * it > fi^ftens tlie 
^winteriof .6ld lage. afiie pk^fmg^ma A-^ 
:tbnsi3PAi<^hifefiik{frc»n fe refined a fource, 
iBre.imkncmtt to ithcrfe, ^whxOt -minds^haVe 
ibecn ^enervated by idiffi^^^^ c^nd poi{c*. 
iCdtby vice. He Only, whpfe ' happinefs^is 
ocmttercd ! in iz deferving family, can realiie 
ihciblifs. > 

jlliave] received ieveralletters fr^ 

Capt.Evronont, dated Fort Pitt. THieldft 

•^mentjqns the arrival of his lirother, -b'ut 

idoea BOt acknowledge the receipt of the, 

letter! wrote» bey Mra, I am Jattered-witli 

the 
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^ profpefk of feeing htm^ as he eiqpe^ 
to v'tfit PhHacklphia, with difpatches to tfir 
War Office. Bxcecdmgly I regret hts en* 
|;agement8 mthe nulitary litie^ dnd fiocerely 
ivilh he could retire from the fcene of war^ 
with honour i but this isimpoffible. My 
. beart is h^ faithful attendant. By the 
papers, we find troops continually upoiv 
their niajrch to that quarter : I dread the 
event. . 

A letter front my fttint h juft hand- 
ed me. She complains of her iitua- 
tipn, declares it, impra^cable to iiip- 
port herfelf, upon the (msAl fiipend me 
. annually receives^ and refohres to attempt 
a recpnciliatioa wi^ her huftand. 'The 
rapid tncreafe of her indifpofition maker 
her ansiotts to be with thc^ ^ whofe du- 
' ty it is to provide^ and attend upon Her. 
But feme obflaciet «re previoufly to be re- 
novedv The children muft be banifhed 
|- ieom home ^ (he did not marry them andi 
% it deternoined never ta live with them. It 
J;\ fctfac duty of a man> to mabe every fiicri- 
*fke to tlie happineis of his wife.** Tbis*^ 
^ siovei method of reafoning, ihe has^ adopt- 
idf is mortifying to my feelings. I cannot 
beiieve a man muft <fifcard all affection for 
Ms children, to gratify an imreafonabie 
woman* Should Ihe obta'm her wiihes, 
and be received upon the terms propoied^ 
witi^ a difpofitioa liaturally irafcible»: ^ 

xeccnciliationr 
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Ifccohciliation will bitit little zffeA her hap- 
pinefs. She urgps me to addrefs my ancle 
upon the fiibjea of her retrn'o; but I am 

' decidedly xcfblved to have no hand in the 
affair. 

Her annua? income is ampfy compe- 
tent to a genteel fupport, would the ex- 
crcife economy, and learn the diftindtion 
between aprodiga^^ and a liberaFmrnd ; bnt 
poiTeinngan extravagant tnclination, fheis 
led into a tboufand unnecefTary einenfea^ 

I find fome of Clarimont^s relations are 
in this place; They are peopte in gentedl 
Kfe: I wifh exceedingly to be acquainted 
with them, that B ii^ay remove from their 
minds, prejudices imbibed agatni^ me. 

The unfortunate fituation ofMri. Gar<t- 
ner's youngeft ion, exdtes in ray brcaft, 
many painfuF emotions. The advantages 
«f a ferge fortune, are mconfiderable, cx- 

' clufive of the power it gives, of imparti 
Bappinefe to the diftreffed. A mind riL 
ly aflfSded by the bounty of heaven, wU 
never feeh happier, thafi when engaged^ 
leflenihg the wants of dfeferving poverty, 

r am grateful to Providence, thatl have 
ft in my power, to aft>rd fome fmall relief, 
to the family of Mr. Gardner. From re- 
peated converfitions with Fanny, I ififid 
his mind delicate and fufceptible. To con- 
fer favours upon fuch, is painful as welt as 
pleafing*, A trifle given by the truly hu- 
mane 



«?PV^AiKl^*!Cni?f^^ wiljl afford fefinite*^ 

^ly^m?Xfi jfeiU^Iaipa 40 ,t|ie fueling . niin9, 

ptlia|i4i ihou^dtiflwsjts ,y^lue, .prefcnt'^d 

jbjrrfjie hand*9f. indelicacy,. or the air of rc- 

lu^ance. Such favours I tiave often feep, 

Md i^iy hw^ hfis, |bkd, .f^r ,^bp^uiihappy 

^iicpcqcl^t. I,^m forry Jto obferve, kyr 

^^qow ;how to confi^r bbiiga^ioxis. Tl^e 

YC^ijdren of ady.erfity .furely have fufiicie^t 

>fo l^ear^ ;Without^the addition pf unfeeling 

f^voiu^i I.was.ibrpe Upiel^t a lofs how to 

^jjrcfent the trifle Xiatepdcdto.beftowi but 

i^finally ^adpptcd^t^ii^^ of addrqffing a let- 

:7W>fohiro,rwith|aJ[^i^k.bUleib^ #fhtcb 

jl jfent to.the Roftyotf^e: pTI^is, {I flatti^r 

mjtfelf, yiill j^Ikk^ t\m.,from Jiis present 

^^^cuTf icp. X hraugh.^nhy v^ fl^^W ^ ^9" 

,<Biai|ited ^wUh^^is necemties ; .and wheq^ I 

4iie»^froai rayj^^gept j^ 

.^jbcjniiiy ppvcr.fui:ther^to,i^^ * 

j-^Thcre h a S^port^uculauog in cW j plaqe, 

«p|t iqy povfin, wha was, left lietr.^ith. n^ 

i%to my U9c|e*6.^ftate, is a priioncr with ibe 

"l SMi^ns ; .a^^d. not kt|led as. was : i[uppofqd, 

'Tt:the.dcf^t,9f}]Vto^ Theilory 

. is yf t uncf rtaki j fuch M the cruelty, of tnc 

! lavages jtQ ti»eir prifoners, 1 have hefitatefi^ 

jwl^ether to wift jt true or felfe. V L have 

.written to Capt. Byreroopt upon the fub* 

je6t i ; folictting him, i£ |X)irible^ to obtain a 

knowledge of the affair, and if true^ to of- 

:fer i^ny.ranfom they will accept for. him. 

Perhaps, 
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]p8 Aafx^ by empJQppg < thm fihmXtsr> Iii:« 
dhis^ iafbsmafion may bei;eceiyed( 71ie 
kiea, of kis fitffeniigs, i£ fiill among Atm^ 
fise^Ktitly iayades my he^t, ^adfliadci 
any mbmeotary pkafiires. Irlie adfitionai 
£o»aiety of my dear Maria, wcnilfi greatly 
coniribute to my happrneft ; )biit he i^rcd^ 
RaithiBr abfei]tc€, nor )ength of tiiat, fliall 
em leffcn the a&^on of . 

(BAKOUNB; . 
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LETTER XVff. 

It i9 impofliblc^ Marla^ tp ^f;spfi\P(' 
ourfclm \yith cither the foiWcs or virlu^ ,. 
Qf.ippnKin4i unJcfe w? fo^9^y them ,tp pri,- , 
' yat* \\t^. Ifl pujbliq, deception enrc)^^ * 
their a^ioinQ,' A Wifl? to fecurc the' gQod . 
ppifi?.i/?ll.of th? -wprld, induces tli^rti t^, 
ppnce^l ^cir j(Tiperfe€tiop5, and thc^f^ c^fteji 
^ft^t^tlfl} a felfe ^reputation, llut Vfipn .r?i- * 
tired <fxQjii ^ eye of ccnfyr^^apd f j:^tiG*^Cp[^ 
ipautjlQa ljc§ ^wimaW,, a^d the ^d^}<^m m; 

enyhl?^ Wjrt^es.^ . ; - : .;| 

? m ilPwJy dcppyipced of tjhc jyftpcj^ ' 
iftf >Qfe «^bferwtiiwsf ,qQtjyith|laodji9g tlic 

exertions 
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aeittoiis of Liicretia, to conceal^ the f^etfufr 
penurious difpojition of Mr. Wtlktns. His 
drcumfianc^s cannot occafion Rim to be par- 
limonious, or ilKnatured ^ for kis fortune is 
eafy, and his profpedts flattering. Yet ia 
his fiimify he is contracted : He lives with- 
out company ; not from a wifli to be alpnc- 
The focial principles are flronjgiy interwov- 
en in his heart, and he has it amply in hi& 
power, to gratify a difpofition fp conger 
nial to human nature. But he feeks- 
jAeafiires abroad. Dbmeftrc iife« to him 
is di veiled of charms ; yet Lucretia is uni* 
fermly the fame engaging woman v and 
with a voice^ foftened by fincere afFedtion^ 
Aie ever meets him with a fiveetnefir pecur- 
liar to h^elf 

I yefterday went unexpcdlcdly into 
hts chamber and found her in tears. A- 
larmed at a circumftance fo uncommon^ 
tey curioii^y was excited. Shall there, 
Aid I^ be any incident in the life of Ltir 
cittia, with which fhe will not acquaiat 
Caroline? The chryftal drop tren&led 
In her eye; (he was filent. Going to 
Kiec, I fe^ed her hand, and putting it tx> 
my lips, the pearty teat Mdewed the 
iWeet imprcflSon f ** imtil you evince your 
confidence I maft be wretched i wherda 
have I forfeited your friendifaip f^ tier tyem 
were fixed upon me ; and beaming with aft 
ftdditional expreffion*, (lie tepUed, ^ Your 

Aaeodly 
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friendly endeavours to extenuate my fuf-^ 
ferings, add a (Wcet ingredient to this md- 
nientary indulgence. But there are, my 
dear, many occurrences which takepkc^» 
interefting only to ourfelves. It would, 
therefore^ be cruel, to impart them to 
friends, only to allay their pleafureff> Upon 
this principle, you will excufe my filencc;!* 
There can be no circumftance, I obferw 
cd, in the life of Lucretia, which does hot 
deeply intereft my heart. Your ftlence is 

♦ tco diftreffing. " I have no caufe,*' Ihe 

• continued, ** to diftruft a confidence, lonjg 
defcrvedly placed in the bofom of Caroline ; 
but you mull pardon my refufing to render 
you unhappy. Remem'ber 1 am now a 
wife. The Httlc fecrets once intrufted ta 
you, as they concerned no one but my- 
ielf, I was at liberty to divu%e i but it is 
now my duty to fe filent : Nor are yoit 
unacquainted with my fentiments. Acd 
as I cannot deviate from principles fo well 
eftablifhed, you wiU rei{iiKe n6 futther 
apology for my tefufel." 

Convinced her happta<eis was intenupt- 
ed by the behaviour of Mr, Wilkuis, i 
could no longer urge her to a conduct we 
bad fo often reprobated in my aunt Noble ; 
and commending her refolution) left the 
chamber. 

It is feldom, perfoiis df fimilar inclinfi- 
tions become uiiiied. Sxauld tt be ^e 

^ wilt 



Jtrj)! of jthe Dpitj^ ^ qp^nc^ me wi^ ^ ma^ 
IpqC^ffing femio^nts efleiu^siily oppoicq ^ 
^n^^ mjiy J qepy fn^ Lucrctia. Jp 
DWiy life J h^yc b«qi intn^ afidc frpRi 
tbeLUp^Qry paUjt pf gaiety and indu^cjnc^ 
fey ihp ii}v^d|oi)s )(€^]gtiper ofEltz^; butt 
}8ill not take the painful relfoip^^« 3^^^ 
gi^tjiop ^ the miftr^^ of happinefe. I 
9fll\ $BXttx qiyfelf, (npcdpdipg days wUt 
(n^ile upon n^e^ and by fficqxmgijig tl^e 
fQXid idea^ enjoy tpy ptjpfcnt blfffingi^: 
^mo^ig thefe, I clafs Maria's fricndQiip^ 
^ pwr sffqrjis inc inqspsfOiWe pleafur^- 

iylANY phantoms of happincfs, ha^e 
Saiic^d upon niy imagination, \vhich have 
yanilh;ed before enjoyed; and although 
I exert myfeUF, to extenuate the evils of 
life, I find it imppflible to (cc^ my plea- 
sures. Some ntyf incident overtakes nie, 
which biafts njy ide^i fecurity, and |h- 
vdlves me In iinfbrefeen difficulties^ 

A fey eye^ipgs fmce, hurt jby fome ife- 

J^eiftib^ 1^. )|yilkins caft'upo Lucr^t^a, 

" ' "• ' '''^'' " '** ''' ^itetirfed 
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I fetired to iiijr dikitiber TBe xirtA'dier 
hsls fktrttn^y warm, my virtfidb^ opM,ittd 
the curtkin dovirn, ^ Iticftncd tbittdulge thb 
feniatioi^ 1 thch /fexperienfcfed, IJctt tlM 
room ^rtthbUt !a li^ht, and h^ fet (bnflis 
friinutes regretting his uiihigi|>j^ irritibil}^^ 
wJien my attcritioh was tilled to the (blind 
of my ikfhe iii the ftreet; 4nd Ctatibtriljr 
removihig the dif tain, I faw t^b |:^eHbi!l^, Jtit 
a little diftance fi^iti the gate, engaged m 
converfation ; btit hotwithfiahdlng Jny 
clofeft attention, I heatd only internipted 
fcufenceis. ^ By your afliflance, the plan 
cannot fait of fuccefs," was fufficient lo ex- 
cite* my fears, and htnrrying do^^n flairs, 
I intended to fend the girl to difcover who 
they were, but not findmg Ber^ tUe thought 
immediately occurred, that flie was engag- 
ing agaiiift tnt.- 1 haftehed into the parlour, 
and obferving Lucretia vhad been in tea^, 
made no mention of the aJBfair, li^ntil the 
next day, wtcn I cpmniunicated it to hft 
^hd Mr. Wilkiris : T'hey ftrongly itnpref- 
fed caution \ipoti me. This cirOimftance 
at prefent is enrobed in myflery. 

I am unwilling to believe Eliza flill in- 
tends to purfue me. Her difpofitioh will 
deprive roe of the little happincfs allotted 
to human life. I regret that one of our fex 
.fliould poflefe fentiments fo 6pi|)ofite'tQ that 
delicacy, foftnefs and Humanity, Which are 
;their moftplcafing charadteriflics. feit 
\ ' " . ' fliades 
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WUKribV InfimiattonhiKd billed my fl|>- 
erdienfims. ' i oompiied With tills requeft. 
liortKd tny ficslrs retttm^^witil I faftd paf^ 
fedv tdrtfidend>)e iirty iii this road : ^ 1 1 then 
o c ctti itd 10 me I vm dteeived. I wte I 

nmr hi a remoM, uii(Wft}tieiried i^, t)tv* | 

ingit^ffikl fto houfe iitice We foiled the 
ebtm^. ' I at tinis txi^nieht recolldSted that | 

thte'peifoiH who \im urith tny deceiver, I 
f)arted from him, jaft before tie came up I 

wt A ttte^ and t alfeakly believed myfelf in I 

•the |k)<ver6f a woman, ^ofe refentnieiit 
I tireaded, yi5t dared nbt difcover ndy fears. 
'Every ftepl ^(rentferward^I bcKtvedhaft- 
ened ffly misfortune ; but I "cootd Yidt re- 

Mavii% recourfe to diecieptibii, 1 ^f- 

pofcly turned my ancle^ pfticii^iiig the 

?tevertty of patn pf ctcmfed my valking, and 

fetfing down hy the fide df aferice, tfrt- 

iHickledmy ihoe, and feigned grieat dii!fe& 

in this fituation I remained near half in 

hour, When the diftant fdund of a carriage, 

efkbnraged the hope of relief. On com- 

tng dpiSrfite to trie, it ftopfped, and nfy 

gallant was called by a whillle. The cer- 

'tainty of fny fate, occafiohed an afgitafion 

V^Hch almoft deprived me of fenfes. I 

fcreatnedas they raifed me lip to hqfry me 

'into the coach. At this inftant 'Mr. Lfee 

«riv6d^to my deliverance. The Villains 

^reci|Hte;tely retreated. I calfed for 1/ft- 

crctia. 
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^eiiat .Convey me to my friend, faid I, 
Mrv Lee endeavoured to compofe m^, af* 
fiif ti)^ me I was fafe ; .and that Mrs. WiP 
kins, upon nqiffing me, had flopped at the 
houfe of a dodor May, where (he remain'^ 
qd.mMing fqr me. My impatience to 
Boeet hef, hurried me beyond my ftrength, . 
and when i peached the doctor's, . I was 
Ux a confiderable time fenfelefs, one 
^nti^g (it rapidly fucceeding another. The 
appUcationsofni)^ friends finally compofed 
luy fpiiits, and recovering, 1 found Lucre tia* 
fitting ac n^y (ide, fupporting my head up-i 
OQ her (houlder. ** I have been an equat 
ftiar^ with you, my dear,*' faid (Ha. " What 
have I riot anticipated ! Langu^e is in-^ 
^dequat^ to the feelings of my heart y but 
Carotine is again reftofed/* 

The do(ftor and Mr. Lee, paid us ^very 
poflible attention. They urged us to tar* 
ry till niorning; but we inftfling upon 
gbing home, they procured a carriage and 
accpmpanied us. When we reached thd 
doQC of Mrs. Wilkins, the clock ftruck 
one; the girl who came lo the door appear- 
ed alarmed. Diftreffcd with our adventure, 
and alive to apprehenfions, we could not 
fuppqrt die idea of being left without a pro- 
reftor, and having no man in the boufe, 
ibiicited Mr. Lee to take a bed. The doc- 
tor took hi§ leave, promifing to call upon us 
^ next day. This incident deprived us 
E of 
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of flecp. My heart v/stt filled with gratK 
tude, for my repeated efcapes ; and the tear 
«f fenfibility, which moiilened the cheek 
of Lucretia, gave me new proof of hec 
friendftiip. 

In the morning, agreeably to promife^ 
PcAor May called upon us. You can 
better judge, than I exprefs, my afloniih- 
ment, when upon his entering the room, 
I difcovered the countenance of a man, 
whofe character has been^ the moft aban- 
doned. I recoiled at the remembrance, of 
his vices. Thefc were ftrongly impretfed 
upon ray mind, from his having been toa 
fuccefsful in theruin of ^particular friend 
in Philadelphia. To dude the refentment 
of her friends heabfconded ; and changing 
his name, putting on a wig, and wearing 
a large patch over one eye, pr^Aiced phy- 
fic, as I afterwards found, in this place. 
But at this moment it wasneceflary to com- 
mand my feelings. Hisvifit was painful; 
I refolvtd, however, not haftily to expofe 
his charaftcr^ but to inform myfelf if he 
was refpedkd at Havre-de-Grace, hoping 
lie had become a good member of fociety. 
Upon queflioning Fanny, I found he, was 
yet thoijght a very great libertine, and 
fhunncd by the virtuous of the fair fex. 
I now believed it my duty to caution Mrs. 
"Wilkins, and urged her giving orders to 

tfcfr. 
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iTie fervant, Ihould he call again, to tell 
him we were out. 

TI)e ftory now circulated abroad ; and 
our friends, adyifed to advertifmg a. re- 
gard for the difcovery of the villains ; but 
cxpeding Mr. Wilkins in a few days, ^ye 
concluded to wait his return, and govern 
ourfelves by his advice. I cannot recal 
my prefervation to mind, without bedew- 
ing the altar of gratitude with tears; and 
my heart continually expands in ejacula- 
tions to heaven. May the watcliful eye of 
Providence, ftill preferve me, and render] 
futile the plans of the enraged Eliza. 
Your unalterable friend, 

CAROLIKE, * 



^ L E T T E R XX. 

J\^Y fituation is truly diftrefling. A^ ^ 
favourite child of wretchednefs, with .the 
additional afBidion of having involved 
my dear, my loved Lucretia. "How (hall 
I fupport the painful idea, or be fufficient- 
lycompofed to recite the unhappy ftory. 
The balm prepared by the lenient hand of 
friendfiiip, is inadequate to the defign ; 
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9nd even virtue-s angel form, eannpt (faieI4 
me from' poignant fufFerings. To be the 
qaufe of rendering Lucretia unhappy, is a 
refledtion I cannot fuftain. The return of 
IMr* Wilkins, which in aiiticipanon afiordT 
cd fuperiot pleafure, like all the enjoy-^' 
ments of human life was fooa fillayed. A 
momentary gratification was fucceedcd by 
a diftrcfs, which enfeebles defcription; 
The fatisfa£lion which beamed from our 
countenances upon his firft arrival, waa 
foon difpellcd by penfivc care, and deftroy- 
^ by gloomy anxiety. His inquires after 
our health in his abfence, natyi^Ily ie4 
us to relate the incident, which had inter- 
rupted our pleafurcs. No fooner was he 
acqu^i^ifed with the circumilances, than 
an alarming change of countenance cloud- 

•, ed his brow. The fmile of tranquillity rc-^ 
tired i an unufual auilerity governed evenr 
feature of his face. Whence this tranh* 
tion proceeded, I was at a lois to deter- 
mine. Thinking him fatigued, and per^ 
haps unfuccefsful in bufinefs, I retired 
early to bed, hoping in the morning to 
find him in better tpirits. The next day 
the fame unpleafant look, increafed my 

s apprehenfions. At breakfaft, he was filent. 
I pbferved Lucretia frequently caft her 
eyes upon him, which inftantly gliftened 
^ith tears. . My heart caught the Conta-- 
gion i but knowing his unpleafant temper, 
* ^- \ 1 con- 
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i concluded fome triyial clrcumjlance had 
foured his ntiind^ and having made it a ruk 
Jiot to notice his refentments, I aflced n© 
queftions. As foon as breakfaft was oveir 
ht took his hat and walked out. Mt9. 
Wilkiiis appearing uncommonly depir^fled^ 
I requefted (he would relieve my mind by 
evolving the caufe of her anxiety. At 
this rcqueft (he burft into a flood of tears^ 
which for (bme minutes prevented a reply. 
At length, having overcome, in a degree^ 
the pang of unutterable wretchednefs, by 
«n exertion, (he replied, " Jealoufy, that 
l>ane to domaflk pleafure, has takeii poft 
at every avenue of Mr. Wilkins*s hearts 
Our innocent but unfortunate vifit to Mrs. 
Drayton, has call a veil over prefent en- 
joyments, and unlefs foon removed; may r 
terminate in moft deftruAive confequcn- 
CCS. I have ufed every argument' in my 
power, to calm his mind j but thefeard 
devoid of efficacy^ while the eye of reafoit 
is blinded by paffion. The relation yoil 
gave hhn of your efcape, he fays, is a Cor- 
roborating proof of guilt. To be indebt-* 
ed to fuch charafters asDodtor May, and 
Mr. Lee, is at once to be criminal. Ne-* 
ver was' confidence in a wife fo betrayed ^ 
never a woman fo deceitful. To be at the 
houfe of fo diflfolute a charader» md 
gallanted by fiicfa debauched x^kes^ . an4 
E 3 from 
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from a feigned fear, detaining one to pais 
the night, evinces a guilt which can never 
be pardoned. The ftory refpeding Caro- 
line is premeditated ; he will not be de- 
ceived. Little did be think^ the letter he 
received at Baltimore had fuch good foun- 
dation." The letter ! I exclaimed. I re- 
gret that your pleafures fbould be in- 
terrupted by any plans againil me. Had 
j known this circumftance previous to 
Mr. Wilkins's going out, he fhould not 
have left us, until, if poffible, I had re- 
moved from his mind, ideas fo defiruclive 
to your peace ; be aifured I fhall exert 
myfelf to footh his prefcnt fufpicions. 

With the moft folicitous impatience, we 
waited his return to dinner. An hour 
After his ufual time had elapfed, we fent. 
to the ftore. Mr. Wilkins was not to be 
found. The day was tedious; Lucretia 
and myfelf were penfile, between hope 
and fear. We doubted not, howfever, that 
evening would reftore him to our wiflies. 
In this we were alike deceived- Diftant 
from friends m, whofe advice we could con- 
fide, we knew not what fteps to adopt. 
I could not prevlail upon Mrs. Wilkins to 
go to bed. A contrariety of fehfations 
employed our minds i and a train of fub- 
fequent misfortunes, prefented to view. 
Every approaching ftep flattered a mot, 

mentary 
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jneiitary hope. Thofe alone who are ac- 
quainted with fimilar forrows, couTd' ih 
any degree realize our diftrefs. In this 
truly wretched fituation, we paffed feveral 
days* 

Lucretia, though poflefling a fingular 
benevolence and fweetnels of mind, was 
Kttle fhort of diftrafted/ We jpould get 
no inforniationofMr. WJkins. A week 
having ekpfed in fruitlefs inquiries, I ad- 
vifed her to addrefs her papa, acquainting 
him with the unhappy event v hut her agt- • 
tatron.was too great; llie could not comr- 
pofe herfelf,^nd requeftedl would under- 
take the painful tafk. I aiccordrngly for- 
warded him a. circumftantial^ accouhfi 
Nevej (fid 1 fo eflferifiaHy experience the 
want of yeur prefence, as at this moment. 
The thick clouds of adverfrty fufpend 
tvery ray of pleafure, but that which re*- 
fults from an approvitig confcience,^^nd. 
the alleviating fociety of Fanny. 

It would be impoflible to fupport my- 
felf, deprived of Maria, under my prefent 
afflictions, if I was not bleft with this dear 
girl. Dejedtion is ftrongly depiftured upon 
the countenance of Lucretia, and her mind 
is wandering; grief preys upoA her. 
- Strange, that a fudden fufpicion (hould 
carry Mr. Wilkins to fuch lengths in r^fent- 
iDfint. Called to fupport this unhappy 
£ 4 womaiv 
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woman, with a lieart replete with At^dH^ 
jl aiq^ioadequate to my duty. 
AdieU) 



CAROLIim^ 



LETTER XXI. 

XjHi toy friend, (for by that (acred 
jatme I will fondly falute Maria,) could I 
take you by the hand and lead you to the 
chamber of Lucrctia, the fcenc v^ould 
excite your tendereft pity, and your heart 
Weed for her diftrcfs. 

Confihed to her bed 5 her intervals of 
Tgafon tranfient; her countenance wild 
and.ghaflly. The fight is too afFedting: 
But fuch is my fiiend, and fuch the object 
which calls my whole attention* Fanny 
has been with me feveral days, and pro- 
mifes not to leave me. 

I was fitting one evening Upon thie bed- 
fide of Lucretia, wiping the dewy check, 
and endeavouring toaroufeher defponden* 
cy, when the doctor and his pupil enter* 
cd the chamber. He inquired her fitua- 
tion ; and, leaving fome new prefcriptions* 
withdrew. As Fanny was in the room, I 
followed him, wifliing to know his mind 

with 
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intl}i«gsa'cl!^toMiiB. Wilkms, being greatly 
alarmed at his unexpected vifir, as h» had 
been with her in the afternoon. Obferving 
my anxiety, the good old gentfemao at 
onceafitiredmet ** His vifit ^as not freyft 
any apprelxaifions of immediate dafrfger ; 
Ibr fo long as a fever could he retarded, 
there was great encouragement :*' And 
taking me by the haiKil^ ^' It was fo ycti 
my vifit was intended. An accidental 
difcovery alarms me for your fafeiy. Ycur 
ncem adventure has been a gei^eral firf^jetSI 
erf ecmverfatioii. Since I was with yw^ 
in the courfe of ray t^ifits, entering cautioof- 
ly the houfc of a. jwtient, who lies extremely 
uif I overheard the Servants imimate, tbfe 
perjfon Mns. Wilkins has in her fervice, is 
not of the ftx her hal^rdenotes ; but a man, 
placed' ia that-capacity, tfc: more eflfedtually 
to complete your ruin ^ and that he ad- 
drefleda letter to Mr. WiJfcins, whrle at 
Bahimore, giving fucb accounts^ as coinr 
dding with your ftc«v, excited fhat jcalou- 
fy, which occafionea him to abfcond. I 
djierefbre f^ofDofe, that this young gentk*^ 
roan, under the pretence of Mrs^ WiHcin3*s 
danger, tarry with you to night, and in the 
floomiiog that you remove to tome place bet- 
ter calculated for your fafety and hap- 
piuefs.** 

Cail into tlie utmoft zRai^fMntby the - 
imC3(peaed intelligence, the little fortitude 
E 5 Ihad ' 
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I hadilattered myfeif I poflefled, was lena^ 
incapable of compofing my mind; nor 
could I articulate my thanks for his friend- 
Ihip. The dodtor now ptomifcd to fee 
me early in the mornmg, and to afRnd 
me every poffible affiftance ; and rcqueft- 
ing Mr. Gilet not to leave the houfe until 
he came, took his leave. How indefatiga* 
ble is Kfiza in refentment; and by what 
unexpcdted events, does the Deity difclofe 
the combinations of the wicked. 

Fanny, uneafy at my unufual abfence 
from Lucretia, came foftlydown flairs and 
entered the parlour unperccived by me, as 
I (at leaning my arm upon the table, hold- 
ii^ nay handkerchief at my eyes ; {he 
came towarck me, and grafping my hand, 
with the warmeft exprefiion of folicitude, 
** Caroline," faid (he, ** let me (hare in your 
afilidtion ; impart your diflrefs ; acquaint 
me what new circumftance allays your hap-r 
pinefs."' I could not fpeak. Mr. Gilet 
ftepping to the door, pu(hed it too, and 
returning to her, faid, *' A fufpicionoo- 
cafions the prefent thoughtfulnefs of your 
friend." " It muft," replied (he, ** be a well 
grounded fufpicion, thus to overcome her 
fortitude," He then related the circum- 
ftance. 

' Duty to the diflra6led Lucretia, called 
for my rcfolution, and I ftudied to con- 
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quer the exquifite fenfations of my brcaft ; 
but my refleftions were doubly painful, 
from the infupportable idea of being the 
innocent caufe of her fufFerings* Fanny 
prevailed upon me to diffipate my tears; 
and refuming as compofed a countenance, 
as I poffibly could, I returned to Lucretia, 
The anodyne (he had taken having produ- 
ced a deep, (he did not notice our entering 
the chamber. The night was tedious. 
The houts feemed uncommonly retarded ; 
I was impatient for the return of day ; 
ileep was a (Iranger, and my heart familiar 
with forrow. Early in the morning, the 
doAor was with us, and advifcd my fend- 
ing for the partner of Mr. Wjlkins; re- 
figning to his care, the keys, &c. and go- 
ing himfelf to Mrs. Gardner's, engaged a 
room for Lucretia. He then fent his ca- 
rtage to convey us to our old lodgings. . 
We at firft found it difficult to prevail upon • 
her to get up and be drefledf but fortu- 
nately in her greateft paroxifms of dejec- . 
tion, I had not loft my influence; and (he 
finally fubmitted to my perfuafions. Hav- 
i^S 8^^ her in the coach, nielancholy To 
veiled her ideas, that (he appeared entire- *. 
I y inattentive; and when we reached Mrs, 
Gardner's, (he fufFered us to take her o^t 
of the carriage and carry her up flairs, 
without any oppofition ; and from ,thi« 
diftrelTing ftate of depreffion and infenfir 
bility, no exertions can renovate this un- 

liappy 
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happy woman. When I take the tetro^ 
ipe&t how fevere my reikdtions! The 
thought that Lucretia^ the innocent, the 
amiabie Lucretia, (hould by me be thus 
involved in diflrefs, ftrikes dageers to my 
heart. The idea is fraught with extreme 
wretchednefs. Let the cordial of yoar 
friendlhip, be poured into the wounded 
bofom of 

CAROLIHB. 



LETTER XXU. 

HavTfiU'Grace. 

JLn this my diftrelfed fituation, how 
do I wifli your much loved fcciety, to 
beguile my grief. Fanny, poflfeffed of 
feelings which render her valuable to the 
children of misfortune, is unwearied in 
|icr endeavours to alleviate my milery. 
.The foft voice of her friendfliip, excites 
many grateful reflections, in the woe^ 
firaught mind of real forrow ; She unites 
with me her attention in reftoring tran- 
quillity to the diftraAed bread of my dear 
Lucretia. 

My fo fuddenly quitting the houfe of 
Mr. Wilkins, prevented the execution of 
any plans, which the malice of our ene- 
mies had fuggefted againft us. Worlds 

would 
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would not have prevailed upon me, to 
have remained there, after the tnformatioii 
I had received. To think we were calling 
upon a man ! and a man by tntereft an 
enemy to my peace, I recoil at the idea. 

5ince we have been at Mrs. Gardner's^ 
Lucretia has, at intervals, been a littld 
more compofed. She once afked note, why 
I removed her from her own houfe? I 
replied, to cheer her fpirits. " You are 
kind, Caroline," faid fhe, " but that ta 
impoffible; my fituation is worfe than 
death. To fuffer innocently is indeed 
hard.'* This ts the moft connected con* 
verfatioh I have had with her, lince 
the week after the unhappy event took 
place. 

By the next poft^ I exped to hear from 
New-York. In this period of my afflic- 
tion, hW not to pray for the fapport of 
your friend. The fource of my foflfertngs 
IS uncommon; and new plans of deftruc* 
tion. yet await me. To (tiifer thw in a 
flate of feerhing banifliment, racks my 
health, and fliatters my reiblution. But 
the teats I fhed are not barbed witfi guilt; 
This confolation enaides me to attend my 
diftrefled friend. When I coofidcr how 
much our characters, and happinefs, U in 
the power of Aofc around us, I (hudder 
at every ftep I take. Our fex, are indeed 
peculiarly t?4)ofed to the ill-natured re- 
. . ^ marks 



1 
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marks of ist cehfbrious ^vorld/ Pofleffing, 
in general, great vivacity, we are led into 
many little errors, which- although they 
cannot be called errors of the heart, too 
frequently fliade our virtues; nor wHl the 
plea of youth, be fufiicient to ward off the 
fiigma of imprudence. When I coniider 
our critical fituation, and the many deli^ 
cate points upon which our reputation is 
eftabli/hed, I tremble for the honour of my 
fcx. 

My mind has been filled with conjec- 
tures, refpedKng the deception impofed 
upon us; by the fervant Mrs. Wilfcins had 
hired. . Is this by the artifice, of Eliza? 
How much (hould I dread her refentment ! 
I am indeed alive to fear. Can there, 
Maria, be a female, fo devoid of every 
rcquifite, to render her attractive ? I hcfi- 
tate, to believe there is fuch a character ! 
Yet what difagreeable truthis, does our in- 
creafing knowlec^e of human nature un- 
fold upon us. It is too frequently the cafe, 
that charafters, to a curfory obferver, en- 
dowed with all the virtues requifite for fo- 
cial happinefs, upon an intimate or clofe 
examination, lofe thofe ftriking traits, 
and affume a contrary appearance, from ^ 
the varied fituatio^is in which they are 
placed. How oppofite is the ra(h, impru- 
dent conduft of Mr. Wilkins, to that calm 
reflection, that fecming fortiijide and pru- 
dence, 
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:dence, which at my firft acquaintance with 
film, I believed marked his charafter. 
Thefe were only the (hadow of thofe vir- 
tues, the real poffe&oa of w:hich conftitutes 
th^ happinefs of man. Had Mr. Wilfcins 
ndrfed thefe virtues, they would not have 
ab^ndSned his breaft, at the firft throb of 
jealoufy, nor have fuffered the baleful 
breath of flander to force him from a de* 
ferving wife^ before he had determined ujj- 
on a juft caufe of impeachment, Jealouly 
is a chara£teriftic of ignorance. When it 
becomes an inhabitant of the heart, it 
turns »oQt reafon, afle^ftion is banifhedi 
and every tender fenfatbn lies dormant. 
Yes my dear, even love, that fun of the 
domeftic foul, is clouded with the black 
, fliades of fufpicion. If poffible, I mull 
erafe, the killing rccolkftion of Lucretia's . 
fufierings. Thanks be to heaven, (be ts 
at this moment a little compofed. I will 
endeavour to aniufe her. 
Adieu, 

CAR0L1N£. 



LETTER XXIII. 

Havre-dt-Graef. 

When I finifted my laft, I flattered 
myfelf Lucre^ia was better. But this; 

my 
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my deaft was a faife hope. On my ei^ 
deavouring to divert htt^ I found her 
more confufed than I had imagined. Her 
replies to my queftions greatly tincon- 
nedled $ her eyes u^icommonly wiid» aad 
her countenance fuflflifed with a crimfon. 
colour. 1 immediately fent for the dofton, 
who aflured mt a fever had fet in. Blifler^. 
were applied to her neck and arms, and 
every pofTible attention (hewn her by this 
good, this worthy ma^. I have made 
every eiiertioti to obtain information of Mr. 
Wifkins; but to no purpofe. Greatly 
am I alarmed for my friend.--Caroruie the 
caufe of her iufferings !»— The idea deftioys 
my iefolution.*^It is impodible I fhould 
ever make compenfatiofi, fot the mifery I 
^ve cccaiiofied. 

Adieu^ 

CAftOUVE. 



LETTER XXIV. 

1 HE incidents throu^*;i|«H|^b T have 
palTed, \?ouId mdt an h^rt'of adamant 
to pity. Mr. Barton arrived the day be- 
fore yefterday , but has been too abforb- 
ed in grief, to adopt any meafures for the 
difcovcry of Mr. Wilkins. I have been 

unable 
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itiaable to prevail upon him to feave the 
chamber cf Lucretia for a fingle moment. 

4F ♦ ♦ ♦ 4IF ^|( * -» 41 «" 4t' 

Mr. Borton bas fent for the partner of 
M/ix. Wilkins. I flatter my fclf fome inSbf-* 
Yoation \9\l\ be obtained from this int<^r- 
View. Could I have a (hort cohveriatton 
^tb Mr. Wilkins, I ani eertain, he would 
he convinced of Ltieretia's innocence. 
Thisei&dted, a thoufand daggers, which 
irankte tn my breaft, would be removed. 
Forget not to petition for yoor ftieiid. . 
Adieu, 

CAROLINE. 

P. S. As my letter is not f<aled, I 
will add, Mr. Watfon has called upon Mr. 
Barton. ^le acknowledges he is acquaint- 
ed with Mr. Wilkins's refidence ; but in 
honour cannot divulge it. I believe him 
to be warmly interefted in our diftrefs. 
He aflures Mr. Barton, his influence (hall 
be exerted in behalf of Mrs. Wilkins. 
He advifes her father immediately to 
^rite him, and offers to difpatch the letter 
by a fpecial meffenger. But my Lucre- 
tia's griefs, I fear, arc beyond a cure; and 
the arrows of her misfortune rebound with 
redoubled force upon the breaft of Caro- 
line. Once more, 

Adieu. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 

Religion and phifofophy. afforf 
me your united aid , ftrengthen aod iufiam 
me in this complicated afflidipn. L^ 
cretia'a iFevcr is violent -^ Let one gleam 
of hope dart upon my mind, and, if pof- ' 
fibie, remove my prefcnt excruciating dif-^ 
*trer3^ Of I (hall be incapable of attending 
Uiis unhappy woman^ Hitherto every bud 
of hope has been deffrOycd, ere the fragrant 
foliage opened its aromatic charms ; and 
my fondeft expectations have been blafled. 
But infinite wifdom dire^ all events. 
Fanny> the charming Fanny, with what 
tender fympatby (he ailbrds me her affift- 
ance. "With w^ar impatience and anxiety 
does (he watch the bed of Lucretia. 

Mr. Barton is now writing to Mr, WVl- 
kins; he is, however, too diilrefied to do 
juftjce to this tile of woe. 

I can fparconly a few minutes at a time 
from this dear woman. Excufe the confu?- 
fion of my letter, and let my afflictions 
apologize for my errors/ 

CAROLINB. 

P; S. Since I wrote the above, Mr. Bar- 
ton fent fpr me into his cfiamber, and hand- 
ing me the letter he had written to Mr. 

Wilkins> 
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Wilkms, requefted I would read it. The 
inclofed is a copy. ^ 
" Sir, 

** My prefent 'diftr^fs rcndcts me inade- 
quate to the taflc cf writing.— I am diftradt* 
ed by niy fears. A woman, whofe inno- 
cence and virtue are as. unfullied as de- 
fcending fnow, haslbeen rendered. mifcra-. 
ble by an ill grounded fufpicion. By your 
rafh, unjwftifiable condud, an only, a 
belbved child, is now' tortured upon the 
bed of fickneft, and her life will be facri- 
-ficed to your inhumanity. ; 

** The man who could thus rafhly rc^ 
lihquilh domeftic happinefi, and leave an 
^amiable wife, to encounter the unfeeling 
refleftioris of a ccniTorious world, can never 
j]aye a juft idea of thofe feelings, which 
exifl in the bofom of ^n anxious parent^ 
a parent who is all folicitousand trembfing 
for the event/ To repeat her fuiFerings» 
would make no impreffion upon a heart 
,deftitute of fympathy and afFeAion, I have, 
therefore, but little profpeft of exciting 
your attention. Yet, if one fpark of ten* 
derhefs lurks within your breaft, and you 
have a wifli to. view the viftimofyout 
cruelty, not one moment muft be delayed 
Let miB intrcat you to haften to the me- 
jancholy chamber, to the fufiering atig^^ 
that thejaft figh of her departed foul may 
make fome ipnpreiiion upon you. 

t' Negleft 



ii6 THE HAPLESS ORPHAN. 

** NegleA not thta laft requeft, as yon 
regard the blel&ng of an injured wife, 
whofe departed fpirit will fliortly calJ upon 
an injured parent to yindtcate jier wrongs; 
and although your conduct cannot be juf- 
fified, dare at leaft to defend yourie}f to 
thediftraded 

THOMAS BARTON." 

P. S. The enclofed will be forwarded 
by Mr. Watfon, who has witneiTed the 
fituation of your wife. 



LETTER. XXVI. 

Havr^de- Grace . 

LUCRETIA, my loved Lucretia, is 
now no more : Bat an inconfolable parent 
calls my whole attention. For feven nights 
I never left her chamber. Fanny, myfcH; 
and the nurfe^ alternately watched at her 
bed-fide, and the greatcfl part of this time, 
Mr. Barton could not be perfuaded to te^ 
tire. 

Mrs. Wilkins, never once difcovered the 
le^ft recoUcdion of either of us, fmce the 
day previous to her father's arrival, until a 
few minutes before ber diffolution. ' Thia 
was an additional afflidion* Frequently 
would Mr« Barton feixe her hand, and pref- 
£ng it to his tips, CTelaim^ ^ Give me 

but 
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l»ttf one fweet word of confolatioii'— how 
bitter my cup of afflidtion !" 

A few hours after the letter Mr. Barton 
had wr6tc Mr. Wllkins, was fent on, by 
exprcfs, I found a great alteration had ta- 
ken place in Lucrctk. 

It being near the ufual time her phyfi-- 
cian attended her, 1 waited with the utmofl; 
impatience, nor dared to comuiunjcate my 
feiars to her father. 

The do6tor fopn entered the chamber—. 
I watched his looks, I dreaded the decifion. 
But the anxiety of a fincere attachments^, 
eafily Jeads us from one ejctreme to ano- 
ther, and I flattered myfelf, from an ex* 
preffion he dropt, I had anticipated the' 
worft. This feeble dawn oiF hope, wa3' 
only the pleafing oiRpring of the moment^ 
which was foon deftroyed, and gave birth 
to feelings incxpreflibly diftrcjBing. Ap- 
proaching the bed I had juft left, to make 
room for the doctor, I begged him by no 
means to deceive me, in regard to the fitu- 
ation of my friend. ** Every profpeft/^ 
iaid he, ** of recovery is loft, and deathj^ 
tbat /fiend to human wretchednefs, m\\ 
foon feal her mifery." At this moment, 
Mr. Barton entered the chamber, having 
been in an adjoining room, to obtain, if 
poflible, a little fleepj thcfe diftrefling 
-words vibrated upon his ears, as he opened 
the door j he flew to the bed, and feizing 

the 
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^ceful radiance, and diflipate repmmg 

Adieu, 

CAKOLINE/ 



LETTER XXVIt. 

oUCH an ebon (hade obfcures my hap^ 
pinefsi and fo great 13 the vacuum ia my 
heart, that I am at a \ok how to addrefii 
piy dear Nkria. To part with our friends, 
bow fevere the talk ! Language bow fee- 
ble, when ufed to exprefs acute fenfa- 
tions! But you n^ed not the repetitioii 
pf my exigencies to attune your breaft to 
pity. The dew of friendship frequently 
moiilens your cheek, oq the recoliedion 
p^ my fufitrings. I thank you for thia 
r pieafing charaderiftic of huhianity -, let it 
L not infenfibly depriv^p you of yout plea- 
\&ires. 

It is impoffible to calm Mri Barton. 
Bereft of Lucretia — deprived of hi;? all, he 
i^fufes to be comforted* Having never 
(pxperlenced the meliorating inihjence of 
that religion, which exliilarates the chri£- 
tian, and enables him to fuflain afBi^ions.; 
he is without that comfdrt, which can onlj- 
be derived from its blejQTed tiuths. 

Mr. 



p: 
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Mr. Wilkini's arnval, J anticipate witit 
the moft lively diftrefs. The ftyle in which 
Mr. Barton addrei&d himy was not confb- 
aant to my feelings. Human nature is 
more frequentty brought to a fcnfc of its 
cmjrs, by Ac mild voice of perfuafion, 
than th^ har(h language of rcfentment. I 
fear Mr. Barton mil never be fufficientlj 
compared, to treat him with propriety* I 
cannot prevail upon lum to eat, or fleep. 
His conftant cry is, ** Bring me that mon- 
fter Wilkins; that fcandal to humanity.'* 
i dread each diftaat ftqj, kft it .fliould 
prove the ftielFcnger of iiis arrival. Twice, 
fince yefterday,. he ha^ focked himfelf in 
' the chamber of Luoretia ; and for more 
than an hourrefinfed me admittance. My 
whole attention is confined *o,him. 

* * -^^ * *^ * * * * * * 

The brow of your friend, longcootrad* 
cd with for row, Is now marked with inex- 
^ preiiible dejedion. Since I wrote you . 
yefterday, fuch additional diftreflfes have 
enveloped me, as even the warm imagina- 
tion of Maria, cannot paint. 

VoT the firft time fmce Lucretia's death,' 
I had prevailed upon Mr. Barton, to throw 
himfelf upon the bed, in hopes a little 
deep Wbuld better enable him to pay the 
laft refpeAs to the memory ,of his uiifor-^ 
tunate daughter, who was in the afternoon 
to be entombed, A melancholy ftillnefs, 
F encoa- 
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encouraged my gloomy rcfleftions. I was 
feeding upon the remembrance of Lucre- 
tia's fufTerings, when a fudden noife arouf- 
<d me from my reverie. My foreboding 
iieart, inftantly fuggefted the fatal trvitb. 
So great was my agitation, it deprived jne 
of my ftrength. I had not power to 
Tife from my feat. In a few minxiies, I 
lieard the voice pf Mr. Wilkins upon the 
Hairs. ** InfupportaWe is my fituation !" 
iaid he, " Arrived too latei Lucretia 
gone r At the found of this much loved 
jiame, Mr. Barton ftarted from the bed, 
and flyiilg to the door, uttered, as he went 
<mty " Vengeance (hall be mine !" I faint- 
•cd. When I came to myfelf, I was on 'the 
bed ; Fanny was bathing my temples ; 
Mrs. Gardner and the girls were in the 
Toom ; I inquired for Mr. Bartoa ; they 
replied, he was in the next chamber ; I re- 
quefted, he might be called ; they evaded 
a compliance. Sulpicious of ncw^-diffi* 
culties, I arofe, and going towards the 
door, was prevented, by Fanny, from 
opening it. ** Stop, my dear," faid (he, 
"•* Mr. Barton will be with you in a few 
minutes:" I will not be detained, faid I, . 
and prefling by her, hurried down ftairs ; 
and entering the parlour, found Mr. Bar- 
ton reclining in an arm chair. He took 
no notice of me. Goiing up to him, and 
iiizing his hand, I entreat you, iaid I, to let 

me 
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me know the Avorft. Where is Mr. Wil- 
kins ? This liame aroufed him ♦* The 
villain, the mpnfter,** replied he, ** who, 
in a fit o£ jealoufy, murdered 'my only 
child, is now, I hope, no more. Think: 
riot an injured parent could forgive his 
cruelty. When I heard his voice^ I feiz-' 
cd the piftol, . prevtoufly loaded and con-' 
cealed in my bofom; and as he was enter- 
ing the chamber, which contains the facred- 
remains of my departed angel, I (hot him* 
through the head; and, locking the door, 
ordered the hated obj eft from my fight. *'^ 
The tears of affiiftion, now mingled with' 
thofeoffear, rolling plentifully from my, 
eyes, deprived me of expreffiori. Mrs.* 
Gardner coming into the room, I left her 
with Mr. Barton ; - and- going unexpe&ed- 
ly to Fanny, found her abforbed in trou- 
ble. My dear, faidi, Mr. Bartori;teils me 
he has fhot Mr. Wilkins through the head. 
Is hs really dead ? "* No/* replied flie, 
** the ball having entered his right (boul- 
der is thought to have taken a very dan- 
gerous diredtion ; but he yet lives." Is 
he fepfible } faid L I will haften to him ; 
let n fervant be difpatched to know. 
Scarce had I done fpeaking, before Mrs. 
"Gardner called us. We haftened to her, 
Mr. Barton was in a fit. With great dif- 
ficulty they got hiiTi up flairs. ThedoAor 
was fent for. The fits rapidly increafed, 
F z and 
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and I vras prevented from attending' the 
funeral of Lucretia. Judge my feeUngs, 
-wlien therfolcmn knell vibrated upon my 
^ears, which hurried from my view, for 
«ver, the fincere friend of my youth, at the 
mpnient her affeAionate father was groan* 
ing with fevere paSn. Anxious to con- 
vince Mr. Wilkins of the innocence of his 
wife, I wi» impatient to be with htm, that 
I might improve the firft interval of his rea- 
son ; hut duty detained me with Mr. Bar- 
ton. I am deprived of e^ery pleafing 
profpedt. She, who once enlivened the 
<lays of childhood, who grew up the parti- 
<:ipatorof myjoys andforrows, has fled, 
and by die moft painful recolledions, I am 
rennnded (he once lived. How fragile 
the objects upon which we doat. But I 
will embalm her memory in the bc^om of 
firiendfliip. And when time imperceptibly 
ifcall have footbed my forrows, I (hall ex- 
perience a luxury in the retw^fpeft of her 
virtues, which will be more aromatic to 
my tafte, than all the fpicery of an Egyp- 
tian foil ' 
Acficu, 

CAROLINB. 



LETTER 
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L E T T E R XXVIIL 

k. Barton*s fits Baye . fuhfided-^ 
tfeey have left him extremely wc4k— he 
fey s but lt«le— when he fpcaks^ it is of Lu*- 
cretia. I fent this: mornmgto inquire af^ 
ter Mr. Wilkins— the fervant brought 
word, he was fenfelefs, Jfealtiufy, thoip 
bane to human fiappinefs, thou deffrpyer' ^ 
pf all my pleafures J How haft thou fuj>- 
vected every fancied gratification ! Had it 
not been for this fatal paflionv Eliza woul<fi 
pot have purfued me with her refentment, 
nor Lucr^thuand Mr. Wilkins bcen^tJlus 
wretchcd:^ 

Fanny tells ^ me it is generally Believedi. 
ifce fervant Mts. Wilkins Bad in Her houfe^ 
was a man who had formerly lived with- 
Eliza's parents ; 1 fufpedt the tetter Mr. 
Wilkins received at Baltimore^ was from* 
Him. That it was a hian we had engaged 
in. our fervice, feveral circumftanccs , tend^ 
to prove; but none more than his imme- 
diate flight. Min^ ftories circulating in* 
this place det/imehtal to our characters, 
upon being traced, we find originated with 
him; yet, falfe as tftey are; itwill bediffi- 
cutt to remove prqudices. There are fomc 
ideas^whicBi. if once entertained of a cha- 
ff 3. lEdtct 
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rafter, arc ever after believed. This ob- 
fervation is toof gencrany true, as it regarck 
female reputation. A flriking trait of hu- 
man depravity ! But a chain of unfortu- 
nate events has hailened our ruin. Our 
•vifit to Mrs. Drayton has been attended 
'with extreme difirefs. Repeating the un- 
ibrtunate ilory to Mr. Wilkins, from its 
being conneded with thofe loofe charadlers 
to whom we were indebted, gave us an ap- 
pearance of guilt. Let us deduce a moral 
from the misfortune, and from hence learn, 
not raftily to condemn ; for although ap- 
pearances may befpeak guilt, fullconfidence 
is not always to be placed upon them. 
Appearances can feldom be the ftandard 
of determining the truth, while deception 
conceals the motives from which we aft. 
1 am called to Mr. Barton. 

1 am unfit to write, yet fly to my pen^ 
for a mitigation to my harraffed mind. 

Mr. Barton has been qucftioning me 
xefpeding the funeral of Lucretia — he for- 
bids Mr. Wilkins fliould be laid at her 
fide; I dare not tell him he yet lives. The . 
depreflion of this unhappy man increafes. 
^* 1 (hall fbon be with my dear Lucretia.'* 
faid he, " her lovely image clings to my foul 
—I fancy her in feme bright liar, decorat- 
ing 
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Wiglhe expanfe of heaven/' ■ I lonff to 
remove From this place, to quit objc6ts>,. 
which continuaHy remind me of my lofs-*^ 
not becaufe I do not wifli to nourifli every 
recolledtion of her virtues. To regard 
thefe^ (hall be one of the moft pleafing em- 
ployments of my life, but the immediate 
circumftances o( her fufferings, I wifli to 
crafe from memory. The Svarm participa* 
tions you exprefs for me, produce the moft' 
grateful fenfatioosia the tortured bofom oC 

€AROUN£U. 



LETTER xxir: 
Notwithstanding my win* 

to fubmit to the difpenfations of Provi- 
dence, with fuch rapidity do unfortu- 
nate circumftances crowd tipon me^ 
that I am frequently ready to telin- 
quifli every cheriflied idea of refignation. 
AffliAion has apenctratrngpower, itfearch- 
cs the inmoft receffes of the heart, and every 
revolving day ufhers upon me new dif- 
trefs. 

This morning I was fuddenly awakened 

by the nurfe at my bcd-^fide^ For heaven -4 

fake, faid I, what now awaits me — is Mr. 

F 4 Bartoa 
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Bttrfon v'tarfe ? ** Mr. Barton, Madafn^re^ 
plied fte, *^'n dead." Shocked at ikis fuddeft 
mfosmattfon^ I fprang out of bed, and fiifH 
ping on my clothe^, ran into hU chamber ;, 
5the nurfe followed. ** I went to bkn * faid 
ibe, " to inquire if he wiilied for any thing 
to take; he apjpearrng to be aileep^ and 
calier than I had before obferved him, 1 
pk\t my ear, near his mouth, and after Hft^ 
cmng feme minutes,* could not pinrceive 
ihat he dvew his breath ; alarmed at (his, 
1 kid my hand upon his forehead, which 
jnftanlly convinced me he was dead.'* 
Pray nurfe, faid I, call Mrs. Gardner-, and 
i!inging myfelf into a chair, received a mo- 
mentary relief from a friendly floodof tears^ 
The family were foDri with me. Unmind- 
ful of my fituation, I ftill fat weeping, even 
aftef all th.*? boarders had affembled ioi 
the room. In the moments of keen afflic- 
tion, etiquette and propriety are frequently 
forgot. Mrs. Gardner aftd the girls were 
alfo furprifed, they were as inattentive 
as myfelf; in fhort, the moft painful confu- 
fion prevailed, when two young gentle- 
men, who had, I believe, juft entered the 
chamber, came to me, and entreated me 
to retire; remaining with theobje^l, they 
faid, would only irritate my feelings, and 
affuring me they would pay every p^ffible 
attention to my friend, direded the nurfe 

"to 
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,lto afTtft mc in returning, tamy chamhcTy, 

. anrfby a hint to the other gentleman, gbr 

* -them down ftairs, that I^might have an op-- 

jijortunity to pafev When I entered my 

room, I. threw myfelf upon the bed, and ^ 

, gave tirelli vent to my teara. Ih a few nji-- 

i nutes Fanny came into my chamber, with a 

. bowl of ipa, wKi^b (he urged me.to drink*. 
Gapt. Clark and Capt. Gr-ecn, fliefaid,. 

, had fent fprthe dpdtor, andbeggtdlwould 
command their feryices. After complyiE(g: 

. with her requefl, (he afSfted me in drefling. 
The dodor. now arrived and I found, by 

. Mrs. Gardnef, had pronounced Mr. Bar^ 

,. ton'^ death occafiwied by poifon. UpPn^ 
;e:xamlhing the body, it was extremely 
iVelW; and their moving it, foon made 
him an objc^ unfi^ for fight. The doctor* 

. tWnking be ;nSgbt burft in a fcwhours, ad— 
vifed to his'being immediately put into die^ 
^cpffin. 

At this dreadful cfifis, my ireafdn feiem^' 

^ ed dormant. I was incapable of doing my 
duty ; and htad it not been for thofe young: 
gentlemen to whom I arh peculiarly in- 
diebted, though entirely unknown, K 

. (houid have been ignorant of every ftep » 
neceflary for me to purfue upon the oq— 
cation, and ftill more deeply involved Mr.- 

. Barton'si chara<fler in difgcace, by adding: 

fuicide to murder. It had been given out : 

by tbefamiiy, tliat Mt Barton had,made • 

. F 5: hUi 
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his efcape immediately upon firing at Mr. . 
Willdns; and this report concealed hitn 
from the hands of juftice. The circum- 
fiances of his death, it was likewife necef- 
fafy to fecretc. His having been dangei- 
cuily ill, favoured the idea of a natural 
.diflblution. After they had removed him 
into his coffin, a bottle of arfenic was 
found under his pillow, which confirmed 
the fufpicion. Fanny, like a guardian an- . 
gel, never leaves me. Capt. Clark, (he 
fays, ordered every thing belonging to Mn 
Barton, to be locked up, and has taken 
care of the keys, until I fliall be able to at- 
tend to them. He begs me to confidcr. 
him as a brother, and affures me his heart is 
alive to my diftrefs. How does the Deity 
raife up new friends, when he deprives us 
of the fuppott of thofe with which we had 
been favoured!. 

Qipt. Clark, although a ftranger to me, 
evinces fo much (incerity, that I can do 
no lefs than accept his friendly ojffers. 
Perhaps you may think me ignorant of the 
4ec^tion of the human heart ; but I have 
iuffefed too feverely, not to have learnt a 
leflbn from fuch jFepeated afflidions. - 1 
Ihall '" relinquilh the direftion of eve#y 
thing to him. The family have been very 
attentive to me ; Fanny I (hajl ever love. 
They unite in urging me tajoin them below. 
I amfenfible indulgence of grief deftroys 

the 
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the health; but have been fo conffned ta 
a fick chamber fince I have been here, that 
I am a ilranger to all the boarders ; I can- 
not, however, refufe, witheur^ving them 
offence. 

Mr. WHkifls has lain feveral days, in- 
fucft a fKuation ; every hour has been ex- 
peded would be his laft. Could one in^ 
tcfval of reafonbe allowed' him, eagerly 
-would r haften to his gtoomy chamber^ 
and acquaint him. with the laft fond expref- 
ficn ©f my dear Lucretia, This would 
cafe the pang of diflblving nature. My 
narration, is fo. painful, I am at times dtfi- 
pofed to ceafe the recital. 
Adieii,, 

r 

CAROLINA.. 



LETTER. XXX. 

Havre-de-Qracti. 

1 HE difbnce which (eparates me from-i 
Maria, and my connexions, has been aa. 
additional affli£li©n/ to» me. Yet this, 
misfortune has been greatly alleviated by 
the lenient balm of Fanny's friendfhip, 
and the brotherly attention and tenderneft 
of Capt. Ckrk; who has taken.ever;y pain- 

M 
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ful tfiflc from my hftndd. My heart ts^ ' 
fraught with gratitude to heaven for fuch 
peculiar blefiings. Mr. Barton was prV- 
vately buried by the fide of his daughter, 
die evening fucceeding his death. 

What an affe£tih^ ftoty^is that of Caro- 
line ! and how much is a- jealous temper 
to be avoided! Had Mr. Wilkins con- 
du£ttd with prudence, we might ftill have 
been happy. But one rafli ftep has fuc- 
ceeded anoth^, until it has ended m a>nur-< 
der and fuicide. Thefe events, however^ 
although beyond our inveftigation, could 
not have taken pkce, without divine per- 
jniiTion. 

From Mr. Wilkins*s continuing fiw ftve- 
ral days beyOnd the expeftations of his 
phyficians, I cannot but flatter myfelf he 
may yet recover. Nothing (hould have 
prevented my attendance upon him, fuice 
Af r. Barton's death, but my own ill health. 
The bloom which once decorated my cheek 
has fled, and the eye of your friend, re- 
xnaikable for vivacity, now befpeaks-her 
^tef. How vain and iUufory are our 
gratifications in life. Mr. WHkins has not 
been bleft with one interval of reafon, 
fmce the unhappy event; and as I can' 
render him no elTentia! fervicey Capt. 
Clark impreil^ it upon me as a duty, to 
keep from a fcene which would give fuch 
aa additional poignancy to my Aiffertng^. 

May 
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May M^ria ever be protcded' from> fii cb. 
cofUpltcaied diflltrefies^ ^as involve 

CAROUINE*. 
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Last nfght, tUt unhappy Wilkins' 
expired ! Haftened into eternity witho»r 
a thought fuitable for the fotemn event h 
How unprepared nauil he be, to meetr 
that Judge, at whofe trlBunal He now 
appears! I have urged Sapt. Cl^k tov 
attend' me to the breathlefs body, that I^ 
may take my laft, my final leave of the^ 
unfortunate (tene.. Heplefltisthe impro- 
priety, and wtil not confent tb accotopaoy 
me. Can it' be more diftreifing, than^lfie 
cciburihgs of my imagmation? If it is> I 
am confident! coiiki not ftand it; 

- * «- « .^ 4^ 4|r ^ ^ ^ 4|K 

^ Mr. Wilkins^ having no connexions ' inr 
this place to delay the funeral, being origi— 
hally from North-Cayolina, was interb- 
red the day after his cteath.. V fufpedt this- 
was by defire of Capt, Clark, in hopes* of 
allcviaiing^ my 'di&'efs. . "" 

- Xhia 
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This morrling, opening my bureau^, I 
law a letter I had received, when Mr. Bar- 
ton lay dead, and knowing the hand wri- 
ting to be my aunt Noble's, had put it ia 
this place, till more difpofed to perufe it. 
. Upon breaking the feal, I was agreeably 
furprifed to find enclofed, a kttcr fron> 
Capt. Evremont. He defires to be remem- 
bered to all my friends. This furejy ia- 
eludes my aflfedionate Maria. 
Adieu^ 

CAROUNS* 



LETTER XXXII. 

OO long have I been accullomed to^ 
hope and fear, it is difficult to diveft 
myfelf of anxiety and care. I ftill feel, 
as if fome object demanded my particular 
attention. I walk to the chamber of Lu- 
cretia, and enter the door, before I recol-^ 
ledt (he is gone,, beyond the reach of my 
friendfhip. Difpofed to indulge my me- 
lancholy fenfations, I retire to my owii 
apartment ; but the affiduity of Fanny 
ever prevents me from gratifying a difpcH 
fition fo injurious to my health.' She, in a- 
^guage dictated by aR exalted friendfiiip,. 

prevails* 
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prevails -upon me to join the famfly belovf, - 
who unitedly exert themfelves to difpel 
my gloom. Thofe two gentlemen I have 
previoufly mentioned, appear defirous to 
amufe me : They are, I find, officers \n 
the fecpnd United States regiment, and 
profefs a ftrong friendfhip for each other. 
Capt. Clark requefts me to view his friend,. 
** As my friend and brother. He has. 
Madam,*" continued he, " tafted of the 
cup of misfortune ; but his mmd is fupe- 
rior to every difhonourable idea, and you 
will ever find him ready to advife and pro* 
tedl your charaAer and happinefs. 

This naturally led me to make fome in- 
quiries refpefting him. " 1 am gratified,*'*" 
faid. Captain Clark, " at your inclinatioo,/ 
to become acquainted with his hiftory. His 
parents refide at Halifax, and are people of 
intereft and charadler. At the cemmence- , 
mentof the conteft, between Great Britam 
and America, a fpirit of liberty thrilled in 
his breaft : He viewed the nieafiires purfu- 
ed againft the Colonies, as tending to de- 
prive them of their privileges ; and relin - 
quifliing every fond attachment, quitteji 
his native country, that he might raifehis 
warlike arm, in defence of injured freedom' ^ 
and taking paffajge. for Nantucket, froirk'' 
thence he proceeded, by land, to the army, 
then ftatloned near Boflon. His ftory 
^ ^inc^ 
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gsiihed him> the confidence of the generM 
officers, and he Ihortly received acommiit 
fion in the army, where he ferved^to uni- 
verfal fatisfaftion, till the cl6fe of tlie war.. 
^y His conduct he gained the appicdbz^ 
tion of his fuperipr officers, and the uni^- 
form characler of a brave man. His ab- 
fenting himfelf from .the government under 
which he livedo and accepting a cornmiffion 
from the Americans* enraged his con- 
nexions,, and they totally difcarded http. 
Thrown, out of all employment,^ and df* 
prived of every expectation ffom his 
friends, He was left, at the clofe of the war, , 
with many of his brother officers^ deftitute- 
of a fupport; and has neceffarily expe- 
rienced great difficulties. The facrifiecs 
he made in behalf of thefe States at firft 
procured hrm a commiifion ; and Ms inva^- 
riable bravery and coolnefs, now call him 
from private life, again to encounter the^ 
dangers^of tHe field ^ 'and we are mutually 
engaged in^nliliing-troops for the Weft- 
ward," 

This little hiftory excited my particular 
attention. I^ began to be interefted rh his- 
future fortuneVfor I freely* acknowledge 
l.was not fo much pleafcd with his perfoni 
or addrefs, as I was with Captain Glark.. 
Certain prepoffeffions ever attend a firft 
interview, and we frequent^ fuffer ouf-^ 
fellwas to "be ^prejudiced otAj. fron^'appear- 
, - aiicev 
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'?nce. &ichdetenni nations are, howeveiv 
incoiiiiftent with our better judgment 
Manjr vki(»es lie concealed from curfory 
pbfervation, which, on.Tmiaiacy, pieafiogly 
expand to view. Eefides,. there are a 
thoufand IFttle i*tK:ident^;vvhi.:h tend fo^bia^^ 
the mind, and the fefnafe is Toon partial ter 
the attCBition of a pleafing cllara£ber. 

I fhsJl remain in rfiis place bur a week 
or two fongcE. Oa my return to Phila- 
delphia, I flatter my felf to hear more fre- 
quentljy f5rom, Marian / 
Adieo^ 

CAROLINA, 
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^ A FRIEND,^* fays Seneca, may 
'^ be taken away, but not the fweeta 
of their friendfliip; As there is a (harpnefe 
fn fome fruits, -and a Vitternefs in feme 
v^ines wfetch pleafe ; fo there is a mixture 
in the remembrance of friends, where the 
lofs of their company, is fweetened by the: 
Gontenttplation of their virtues." JHow 
pleafiogly will this apply toLucretia. The 
friendly hand of time, meliorates our af- 
.flijSlions;^ it teiches us to view tlie painful 

fepara- 
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reparation of our fridnds^ as the confiim- 
mation of their happiricfe. Through this 
medium, we become reconciled -, and 
whik we mourn the lofs we have fuftain- 
ed, we rejoice, that the objeft of oiir af- 
fedion is beyond the reach of anxiety and 
care.. Their little foibles are oblitejrated 
from memory, orif we reeal them to mind; 
fenfible that hurnan nature cannot attain, 
perfeftion, we dr^w over them the veil of 
candour, and dwell only upon theirvirtues. • 
Scarce one night do I retire to reft, but 
ray dreaming fancy prefcnts my loved Lu- 
cretia. Frequently am X engaged with her 
in thofe amufcments which once delighted- 
her: In thefe pleafmg deliriums, I forget (he 
is an inhabitant of heaven, and converfe 
with her as. a mortal being. Nor does any 
circumftance tend more to demonftrate the 
inimortality of the mind, than the excur;- 
fions it frequently makes, while the body, 
to which it is annexed, lies in a ftate of in- 
fenfibility. If we have a juft eftimatioo* 
of the amazing powers with which the 
Deity has endowed the mind, we (hall be 
loft in admiratiofl^ and with Dodor Youngs 
exclaim— 

*^ Knoweft thcHi the importance of a foul im- 
mortal ^ 
Behold this midnight glory, worlds on worlds t 
AmsiZing pomp I Redouble this amaze I 
Then weigh the whole — one foul outweighs 
them all. 

And 



r^ 
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AndeaUarthc ailc^jlHng magnificence 
Of uninteiiigent citation, foor.'* 

Gracious Deity, i.raprefs this pleafing 
thought , and noay it operate to virtuous 
purfuits. Abdiel has been permitted to 
pluck from the garden of life, an inviting 
flower, which had not long expanded its 
beauties. May this teach us the uncer- 
tainty of prefent bleffings, and prepare us 
to attend his fummons ^ then liall we joia 
Lucretia in blifs. 

Adieu,, 

CAHOLIKIB^ 



LETTER XXXIV. 

Havre- de-Grace, 

Jri FEW days fince, I gave you a lit- 
tle hiftory of my friend. Captain Green, 
and I make no doubt, but the heart of 
Maria,* which is uniformly interefted for 
the fons .of afBidtion, experienced a pang-, 
fimilar with my own. 

If I was pleafedwith the attention of 

Captain Clark, at the moment of intro- 

du£\ion, I am now doubly attached to 

'him. With the molt brotherly- afFec- 

• ■ ' ' tioa 
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tion, be anticiJFntes my wifhes, and* 
aims to ward off every painful circumr 
ftaoce ; be has devoted hiiplelf to my fer- 
vice, and difcharged all the ^ill^ occafiof^ 
ed by Mr. BartonV and Lucretia's ficknefs^ 
Me propofes Captain Green (hair take the 
charge of the few men, they have ehlifted 
here, that he may accompany me in tfir 
ftage to Phifadelpliia. 

Looking over the pocfeet book of Mr- 
Barton, I faw a letter direfted to m^,. 
which,, upon opening,. f found contained k^ 
will, by the date difcovered to Rave been, 
written the day after Lucretia*s death ; in- 
which, after bequeathing me a thoufand 
pounds, he divides the lefidue of his eftatp 
between his only fiflcr, a widow in the* 
Slate of Niew-Yorfc^ and her children; 
fcaving the clothes he had with him, his 
watch, &c. &c. at my difpofal. ** In my 
pocket book," adds the will, " are bank ' 
bills to the amount of fiver hundred dol- 
lars, which will b« more than fufficient to- 
defray the expenf<S9 attendant upon Lucre- 
ti^'s, and my misfortunes ; and tvhatever 
remains, I requeft Mrs. Gardner to accept." 

He has appointed two particular friends, 
in New- York, his executors. , I gave the 
will into the handi of Captain Clark ; who, 
after having it proved and regiftered here,; 
enclofed and forwarded u, b)^ the poil, ta» 
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New- York. The trunk contained bnly 
a feW clothes ; but ^^ing a very fui table 
one for travelling, 1 wifhed to prefent it 
♦0 the Captain ; yet faefitated -at the pro- 
priety t)f the adion ; but obferving he 
appeared much plcafed with it, I handed 
him the key, begging lie would oblige me, 
l>y calling that, and the contents, his own. 
He received this token of my frietidihip, 
wiAa grace peculiar to himfelf. There is 
an eafe in the moft trivia! adtions of his life, 
which difcovers his education. /Byt even 
die fociety of Captain Clark and his friehdj^ 
with the addition of my dear Fanny, can- 
liot crafe from my mind thofe hours which 
arc paflcd. No, Maria ; retrofpeftion car- 
ries me back to diofe happy days, when I 
fipped pleafure from the converfation of 
l»ucretia; May heaven blefs you. 

CAROLINE. 
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JhOR feveral'days, hayipg obferved a 
great dcprcffioa upon the countenance 
of Fanny^ I refclvcd, the firft favour- 
able moment^ to acquaint myfelf with 

, the 
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the caufe. YeHerday morning railSng hci* 
from bteakfii^ I inquired of her maoaina 

the reafon : She informed me, her health 
had been vtry indifferent for feme time ; 
and that lail night (he had experienced an 
ill turn. As foon as 1 had bteakfafted, I 
left the tableland going foftly upftairs, cau- 
tloufly opened the chamber door, and found 
her awake. Having made a few inquiries^ 
1 told her ipy apprehenfions, and begged 
to know if any new circumftance had taken 
place to interrupt her happinefs. If there 
has, faid I, you muft not keep me ignorant. 
** How penetrating is the eye of Caroline^" 
replied flie, *' that I cannot conceal the 
fecret fentiments of my heart. It is the 
necefTities of Frederick,* which render nac 
thus wretched. Deprived of a handfome 
property by the cafualiies of trade, he 
finds it impoffiblc to fupport a helplefs 
family, without bccoriiing more deeply- 
involved in difficulties. 

'* A few weeks fince, he received from an 
tifiknown hand, a fum fufficient to have 
difcharged his little debts. Thisunfor- 
nately was handed him when Charles was 
prefem. Frederick had long owed him-a 
fmall debt, and his inflexible parfimony^ 
would not fuflfer him to fee a brother thus 
providentially refieved. He infifted that- 
he (hould pay him a great part of what he 
had received, or he would immediately at- 
tach 
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tach his forniture far the debt^ and Fred- . 
crick was obliged to fubmit. 

Humanity; that emblem of an exalted 
rnind, how foreign from a heart character- 
ized by the moft fordid avarice ! His ftoi- 
cal indifference to a fuffering brother, de- 
ViKtates my health ;. -my pleafures ficken^ 
and my eyes aire filled with the briny dew 
of forrow.*' 

Fanny, faid I, humanity, fympathy and 
bejtevolence, are darling virtues feldom 
found in the bofom of profperity. If we 
abound in riches, wie are placed above an 
experimental knowledge of thofe neceffities 
which are "infeparable to a ftate of poverty, 
and too often become inattentive obfervers 
of human mifery. Riches have a con- 
taminating influence; they frequently pe- 
trify the fineft feelings of the heart. . It is 
not, my dear, in your power to change 
the difpofition of Qharles; nor muft you 
fuffer it to make you wretched. It is 
fometimes our duty to conquer cur moft 
fcxquifite feelings. Obtain from your 
brother the fum neceflkry for prefent re- 
lief, and if within my abilities, it will con- 
tribute to my happmeft, to leffen his af- 
fli Aion. ' Saying this, I left the chamber. 
How unequal are the diftributions of 
Providence! Some abound, while others 
va«t the daily fupports of life. Give; 

moft 
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moll merciful Father, to the fortunate; 
feeling hearts, and may they aim to lefien 
liuman fufierings. 

Adieu, 

CARX».IN£, 



LETTER XXXVI. 

W^HEN I gave you a little hiflory 
of Captain Green, I was totally unac- 
<juainted Vi\x\i that of Captain Clark, but 
liave (ince found, from his friend, he is s 
native of Bofton, where his connexions 
410W refide ^ from what I can learn, I be- 
lieve him to be a dcferving, experienced 
officer. The life of d foldier, his neceflities 
liave compelled him to adopt. I am ever 
cautious in my expfeffions refpefting new 
friends, but the general behaviour of this 
gentleman, evinces a fuperiority of mind, 
which cannot fail to pleafe. Be not jea- 
lous, that my aflfeftions are diminifliedfor 
Captain Evrcmont, when I declare I am 
pleafcd with the attentions, of Captaia 
Clark, and the friendlhip he exprefles for ' 
me. 1 acknowledge to feel for him, a fif- 
terly aflfedlion. He is well acquainted 
widi my eagagements, and fpeaks of 

Captain 
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Captain Eviemorit in exaJted terms. He 
ferved in the fame regimeni with him, the 
laft war, and fays, *' He ever found hinv;, 
a good foldier, and. a valuable friend'* A 
valuable ^/>»rf/ How much is implied, in 
this fliort,, but comprehenfive fentcnce f 
It vibrates pleafingiy --trpon' my heart. It 
re-echoes harmony to. my foul. 

Mrs. Gardner has confented that Fanny 
fhall accompany me to Philadelphia. I 
cannot think of parting with her; and her 
ill health favours my requeft. 

For feveral days paft, h have been 
finefled into a temporary happinefs^ by* the 
affiduity of my friends* I feel rhy obliga- 
lions for this momentary /prgetfulnefs 
of trou'ble,/: Their feafonably. engaging 
ray mind.in converfation, was better cal7 
cu la ted to relieve my diftrefs, tban any 
diverfion I could* have ptirfued- It is aa 
indulgence in which I delight.- It does 
TiOt confine us to any particular theme ; 
hence it can never cloy. By alflEbrding 
that variety confonant io the human mino^ ' 
it long retains its powers of emufemcnt. .. 

I much.fufpe(fl the poetic defcription of 
the golden age — for fuch is human nature, 
that a repetition of the fame objeds, palls 
the mind, and reiwJers them infipid. We 
are continually Impatient for fome new 
event, and. looking to a future period foi; 
gratification. Thus Caroline anticipates 
. ' G the 
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(be pletfing moment^ when the focietyof 
Muta, (haU conSanmoLfSt one of he|: fond^ 
eft ij^idm. 

Aifiei^ 

CARdUKE. 
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When I laft addrcflcd you, I flattered 
nyfelf my nei(t letter would be. daiod 
^m Philadelphia, as Captain Gfreen. had 
confented to. take the charge of ptptain 
Clark's men. But I am yet detatnol in 
this city by an unfortunate accident, in 
whi<ih my friend, the Captain, is particii* 
larly concerned. 

A few days after his arrival at Havrc-dc- 
Grace, as he was ftanding at the door of 
the coffce-houfe, a Mr. Peters went up 
to him, and faid. ** Was my brother, who 
ferved upon Rix)derinand, arretted for 
cowardice in that expeditbn?*' Captain 
Clark, with an air of indtf&rence, replied, 
*• Juft as you fay. Sir/* 

Nothing fartlKr pafled between them, 
antil the night previous to our intended 
departure for Philadelphia, when Mrs. 

Gardner, 
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^ ■ • • • 

Cardtier, atormed-bf ^a knockii^ at the 
ftrcet d«)r, jumped c»t of bed, and pulhr . 

ing up the window^ fequefted to know 

Vf^ was there. A perfoii ik)W kiquired 
for Captain Clails:, adding, .^ He muft 
tct him tmmedktety^'* She obferved, 
** The Capfeiin intended fetting off very 
early in the morning for Philadelphia, and 
Ihe could not think of catling him at fo kte 
an hour— pray Sir, pieafe to leave your 
nanoe, I will not oixiit to tell him you cab- 
led." •• Madam," (aid he, '' be fo oblige 
ing as to ftep to hrs door, and tell hlni 
Captain Pererft is in waitiiig and muft fee 
him, as an event of ilie utmoft importance 
bds taken pkce ar the coffee-houfe, and 
his advicfe is t^anted* to fettle an unhappy 
aflfair.'* Mrt, Gaidner appearing to hefi* 
tate, he continued, ** igiveycm' my honour^ 
Madam^ tks$ m injury is intended him.** 
Finding ftie couW not put him off, fhe 
delivered the nieffage to Captai^ Clark, 
whe>» ever ready to aflift all who ^ere in- 
volved in difficulty, arofe, and putting on 
his, clothes, hurried down ftai(S, and 
opening the ftrect door, found Captain Pe* 
tm and his brotfur^ who apojogized for call- 
ing him out of bed,, by oj^ferving, that a 

- nunjbcr of getitlecnen, ftn^aged in a dif- , 
pute 'at the coffee-houfe, had agreed to 
leave it wi rh him to fettle. And taki ng hi m 

. wider ea^b arm, t|key. walked on, tiU 
Q % they 
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Acjr reached the fpot, intended for their 
|)Uullanimou$ plan, when Captain Peters 
thus addrefled him : " Did you, Sir, aflert 
that I was arretted upon Rhode-Iiland for 
cowardice?" '' No," he replied, *' 1 did 
jiot." ** It is a lie, Sir," faid Captain 
Peters, and inftantly gave him a fevere 
Jlroke with his cane, which brought him to 
the ground^ when, like cowards, they both 
' fceat him until he was fcnfelefs, and the^n 
Jeft him. In this fituation, he remained 
flU night. In the morning he was taken 
up, and carried into a houfe in the neigh- 
Jbourhood. A phyfician was called, who 
fortunately was the one that attended Mr. 
Bartoii; and having waftied and dreffed 
the wouiKb, recoUedted the countenance 
of niy friend. He accordingly difpatched 
a perfon to Mrs. Gardner to acquaint her 
Vi th the accident. As foon as flie received 
this information, (he came into rriy chani- 
ber, to inform me of the caufc of our 
"delay, and added, ** There' was nothing.to 
fear from the wounds, no bones being. 
t)roken.*^ Diftreffed by this circumftance, 
1 haflened down flairs,- and difpatched a 
fervant to the dodor, requefting to fee 
him. He foon came, and begged me to 
entertain no fears in. bdialf of my friend, 
nfluring me he was greatly recovered fince 
the dr^efling of his wounds, and he flatter- 
ed himfelf would^ in a few days, be able 

to 
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to.puffue his journey. An una voidable- 
engagement obliges m^ &t prefeot) to fub«; 
fcribe, ". . : 

/ CAROLINA. 



LETTER XXXVm.: 

• . '. • ' » 

Although wc had abfolutely en- 
gaged feats in the ftage, and Captain^; 
Green had taken leave of us the day before, 
it was impoffible for os to connnence our 
journey. This difappointment was triflingj 
compared with the anxiety I experienced 
for my friend. 

About noon, Captain Clark flopped at 
the door in a carriage. I ran to meet him. 
Upon ^obferving me, lie aflumed an air o£ 
gaiety, which, it waseafy to perceive, was 
foreign from his heart. ** 1 regret,'* faid 
he, *• you are deprived the (atisfadion oiF 
joining your friends, as early as' you wifli- 
ed, but I flatter myfelf it will delay you 
only a few days." I ftrove to fupprefs my 
fears ; yet, notwithftanding every exertion 
to check my feelings, my tell-tale eyes 
gliftened with the tears of pity. ** Gratifi- 
ed as I am," faid he, ** with the intereft 
you take in the abufe I have experienced^ 
let me intreat you not to add to my prefent 
' G 3 fieelings— * 
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ftefing9--do aot dtfifeft me with yimr* 
teopdemcft.** Vai^^ iia» tlie ftn^le to 
conceal the fenfiittons of my heart; btit^ 
ftfeteiai^iocaft the mantle of frieodftip 
over my painful emotions, 1 feigned a fi^ 
irnity 1 (rid-txit enjoy. He then gave dm 
Hory as 1 have related it to you. 

For Captain F^trterr to pledge his homur 
thai no injuTf wfis intended and then to 
proffitotc this facred pledge, was an unpar- 
donable, ignominiouadeGeption, ^ heneath 
the dignity of % biave and noble mind. 
To ^e his iacred honour^ and to abufe 
that uufi this coofiderKre infpires. To iif- 
tack an unarmed man, and, vvith the a^ 
£flance of hts brother, thus tobeathitiit 
leaving him to fufier in the ftreet the whole 
night, are blots in their characters, which 
will excite univerfal contempt. I am ap- 
prehenfivc of the ifliae. 

Captain Clark's difpofiticm will not fuf- 
ferhim to fubmit to treatment thus incom- 
patible with his honour. But tbefe men 
are not entitled to what the work! calla 
*' honourable ref eminent '' I therefore flatter 
myfelf there will be no duel in th» afl&k^ 
This ide^ alone aifbrds consolation to tte 
affliaed bofom of 

CAEOLIKE.. 



LETTER 
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.LB TTER XXXIX. 

Mmrt'di Grace. 

Captain dark is y«t; confined. » 
the houfe. I exert . my feJiC to ainufe 
hini $ but itus is diiScirlt The gentle^ 
men are early faniiUartzed to bufineis and 
aoHifement, \irhich call their attentiop 
abroad -, fiiojrt coni^em^nts ^re, to thjcm, 
alinoft mfupportable s and a lutLe ficknef$t 
with aU tl»ir bjr^yery a^ Qoxxtzf^ fjre* 
quentty lemlers them peevifh and impa* 
ttenti while our fex, inured to fcencs 
more traiiqutl and retired^ ace le& liable 
to repine at indifpofition. 

Notwithftanding the fevere blows my 
ft^iend tms received, his eyes are not d^ 
prived of their ufual luftre* Thefe yet 
fpeak, in the 0K)ft expreffive rnanner, the 
manly and lioble fentiments of his fouL. 
I with not to prefent him to you, as a regu^ 
lar beauty, or an elegant form. Thefe, I am 
Qonvin^red, will never operate upon your 
mind 4 but I wilt introduce you to a man^ 
whofe perfon and conduA, has long defig- 
nated the foldier ; whofe bofpmgbws with 
gencroiity, fenfibitity, ambition, courage, 
and honour. In his heart are united fenti^ 
meats and feelings which dignify the hu*- 
G 4 mait 
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man mind ; qualifications, which will re- 
tommerid bim to Maria. 

For feveral days I was greatly diftrefs- 
cd, left a due! (hould terminate the un- 
happy affair ; but yefterday it was fettled 
through the interpofition of friends. 

The dodor having given it as his opi- 
nion, that Captain Clark ^lay fafely proceed 
to Philadelphia, I know of no circumftance 
which can prevent our journey. I am truly 
impatient to quit a place, where I have 
experienced fo much real forrow. My 
Kfe has been immerfed in afflitftions; but 
1 will endeavour to banifh every corroding 
idea. Vain cares, and anticipated forrows, 
fhall never prevent the enjoyment of vir- 
tuous reflexions. Pleafure and pain are 
blended in the events of life; and by the 
alternate operations of hope and fear, we 
are prevented from finking into apathy and 
inattention; thefe, by exciting contrary 
emotions, keep the mind alive, and con- 
tribute to the happinefs of human exift* 
cnce. 

Adietl, CAROLINE. [ 



LETTER XL. \ 

. 'Hetore-di'Grace. 

Ay E Ihould have left this the hft. 
ftage, had not Fanny's anxiety for her un- 
fortunate brother yet detained us. 

Agreeably 
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Agreeably to my promife, the day pre- 
vious to our intended departure, I prefented 
her the fum |(he had affured me was fuffi- 
cien^ for his prefent relief. This (ht went 
in the evening to give him, whenfhe 
found the . family in the greateft diftrefs. 
His creditors impatient for the difcharge 
of their debts,- had that day made feveral 
attachments; and as Fanny opened the 
door to enter the houfe, an officer availed 
Himfelf of the opportunity to execute 
another writ: This execution deprived 
theni of every neceflary article. Fanny 
immediately difpatched ameflageto heir 
brother, in hopes, by bringing him to wit- 
neis his diftrefles, he might be induced to 
affift him y but when he came,, he abfo" 
Jutely refufed the tnoft trivial relief. . She; 
tiow took . Mrs. Gardner afide, and pre-^ ; 
fented the bills received from me./ Thus 
being enabled to fatisfy prefi^nt calls, he • 
favedhis little remaining furnitqre, deprir 
ved of which, iiis family could iiot I^ave, 
continued together. Fannys overcome iby 
this ckcumftance, requefted I would relijif ; 
quifti the idea of her accompax^ing miq. 
To this I could not confent. 

Captain Clark has interefted himfelf la 

beha/f of this child of adverfity; and, ip, 

the rnoft pathetic langoage, ^ndeavourcfd 

to excite feelings in the breaft of Charles ; 

G 5 but 
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l)ut vidiQUt efiea. WluitabeartXDfiift^ 

poflSbfsy thus to fufl^ a defervuag bxdllier^ 

deprived.cf health and proptrty;%.ta want 

even the neoeflaries of. bfe ! U^ipftrdooa- 

blemaQl TbeDeitjniuity Abt^wayaimUe 

t^x>nkJour profperity^ Intbadcaied nvidi 

yopr prcfent fucceis^ jl^ think yourlehf 

far bey(XKl the r^cb of fortune'^ fcovR^ 

hvLt remember^ you txlay fink fiom the pin- 

nzQ\e of aiBuettf^yfrom the moil elevated 

;£un3.mit Qf veaHb^. to the dreary ^vale of 

iriisfortune. And althmig^ yoaaiebaik- 

ing in the indulgence o( all your wUhes, 

. the fcefi€ may (uddenly change, and pov^ 

erty^ wVth its conconutant mtferies, await 

ydilj you may yet drink in full drap^a» 

thp: gall of difappointment, and largely 

;ftare in fimihr mis&rtunes vith your af- 

fliiftcd brother. 

Mr. Gardner determines, if he can 
inake ftifikient iotereft, to obtain a axp-- 
miffion in the army i and to reliniquifii all 
idea of remaining with his^ family. 
,, .This rcfohitioii be jelu^fntly purfues- 
^|3i« atfacbit)ent to a family, unajble to pro^ 
vide for itfeif* renders it painful. Captaki 
Clark has promifed him his inOuerKe^ and 
as Mr.Gardner held a comm'rifion in the 
late army, flatters himfelf he fliall fu^ceed^ 
[Whatever the re^i^Uons of his broth^ 
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-may htj with rtft>e£k to fats uiifeeKng do«K 
ditd;, the timc^ I dottbt not, will arri?^ 
wiien he will retire to" the &mily of hw 
own tboug^St replete with the rhdft pdg^ 
nam faafiitiom> for haiviog added ta the 
cotnpttcated diftrejOi of ift defervti]9hiother« 
May the journey of c«ir lives, my detf 
Maria^ be reodered pleafant by the fuiH 
fliine of profpertfy ; and whrle we drmk 
from the nill bowl of fortune, may we be 
proteifted from the ufual mfatiMtioil of het 
bewkchlng fmiles. 

Adieuv 
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We have ail length arrived in thi^ 
cky. Mrs. Leafon rfeccived us with pain- 
fuf, as weQ a^ pfeafurabie feniations. 
She had previoufly been ac(|uainied withp 
my affeftiing ftory ; add, pe^eflfed oiF a 
fympadiettc hearty flhared in my afllid36tt* 
Sympathy, my dear, t5 a pleailtig fen^ 
timenr, im^ailted in tli^ human breaft, 
which induces us, if we cannot mitigate^ 
to become momentafily intcrcfted in tb^ 
misfortunes 'of our friends. 

Laur» 
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Laura welcomed us with a degree of 
poHtenefs; which had it been unconnected 
uith a haughty aFr, would have been ac- 
ceptable. When I was lall in Philadel- 
phia, (he was abfent from Kome. Her 
countenance is pleaiing, but the airs fhe 
afiiimes, are incompatible to her fituation 
in life. Strongly attached to pleafure and 
amufement, rational indulge:nces cloy her 
lafte. Diflipation is dangerous: It vi- 
tiates the mind, and attaches it to a round 
of amufements. 

The troops in this city have received 
orders to march in a few days. The fpi- 
rits of my friend appear depreflccj. He 
flatters himfelf that the formidable ap- 
pearance of the army will deter the In- 
dians. Many things concur to excite dif- 
agre^able idieas in my mind. It is my fin- 
cere prayer/ that the iill-wife Dircdtor of 
the univerfe, may take them into his pecu- 
liar charge. 

Since my arrival, I have received a let- 
ter from Captain Evremont. He com- 
plains mtjch of a filence, I am fure, I 
have not obferved j my letters muft cer- 
tainly be impeded. There is no gratifica- 
tion we experience in the Abfence of our 
friends, fuperior to the pleafure of rt^ 
ceiving their letters. It is a delightful 
fubftitute for the Ids of their fociety. 

Captain 
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Captain Evremont writes me, he is.fl^-^ 
tioned a,t in advanced poft, amifediftant 
from Fort-Pitt. He exprefles great impa- 
tietice for the arrival of the troops ; but 
writes, with the moft fanguine enthufiafiti 
of fuccefs. ~ ^ 

Captain Clark has, I find, many friends: 
in this city, who are partial to his merits. 
This is pleafing to me. To have our 
choice in any point, approved by mea 
of fenfe, is ever a flattering circumftance^ 
and obliterates from a female mind, every 
ray of uneafineTs, left her too tender Cuf- 
eeptibility, had pourtrayed excelleiicies^* 
which exifted nowhere, but in her par- 
tial imagination. Some of your relations 
are pleafed to patronize him : They hav* 
united their infiuence with his, in behalf 
of Mr. Gardner, and have a profpedof 
fuccefs. I regret the fad alternative,, which, 
obliges him to quit his family for a life fo 
averfe to his wifhes, and which .fojpie 
fmall afliftance from his brother might pre-, 
vent. Surely the Deity has traced the 
outlines of our duty upon our hearts, 
which a certain inexpreflible confcioufnefs. 
points out to US; yet we frequently 
ftifle feelings fo honourary to our natures. 
Being in hafte, can only add the affurances 
of my friendlhip. 

Adieu, 

CAROLINE. 

LETTER 



fSt THK fTArLBSS Y>RfBAH 



LETT E R XLII. 



Ml 



LRS. Leafon tells fne, (he has re- 
ceived a letter from my aunt Noble, re- 
quefting to be accommodated at her houfe 
a few weeks, as (he wifhes to make a viilt 
to PhUadelphia : She at firft hcfitated a re- 
ply ; but finding me filent, and tbat her 
kay would be fliort^ fbe has confented* 
Thus I am iWl to be troubled wrth the 
repetition of a ,ftory, long fince hatefUl I 
can bear it with tolerable fortitude in a 
tetter; but to be taken by the hand« and 
coittpell^ to hear a diAaftefaltale, deprive^ 
me of aU my philofopby. I ieini hal^a 
mind to fly to the arms of my friend, m 
whole fociety I ani confident I itiould re- 
ceive new gratifications, land .whole friend- 
fcip would give inc a hearty wrfconie. . 
Fanny is much pfeafed with this city. 
It is (aid to be mt of the mott bwimiful 
America can boaft ; but perhaps yckr may 
think 1 carry nay ideas ©f variety rather too* 
ftr, when 1 lay, there is a fettle too much 
iamenefs for my tafte. I ackhowlej^e it ii^ 
uncommon for one, who ftyles berfclf a; 
citizen, to be hnparti^U for the place of 
our birth, generally claima our wanneft 
attaehmeat. 

We 
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We toade a party, a few Ays fince, t* 
the Falls of Schuyikiil, ta give Fanny an 
opportuntty of feeing fome of the delight- 
ful feats. 1 fincerefy hope, the journey^ 
«nd attention to her health, will be of f^r- 
vice to her. I am impatient to introduce 
tht6<kar girl to Maria : She is indeed one 
4>f tiiofe rare plants, fetdom to be found io 
the wildernefe of life. There is an inno- 
cent ex^preffion m her coontenance, whicfr 
cannot^ like the fading flower of beauty ^ be 
divefled of its charms. 

Capfain. Clark will foon leave us. Ho# 
many inctdents wcur to deftroy ourhappl- 
sefsl TWfweet ieBfibi|>ty which gWes ui^ 
the tfnt leiift of our joys; frequently ut- 
creafe eui weight of fufl&rtng. The gratV^ 
fication we dierive from the fociety of con^ 
genial mltids^ occafiona the mpfL fevere rer 
gret, ^hen deorived of tlhtk valuable inr 
tercourfe. It is ife feldom we find thofe^ 
who are fufceptible of real friendflup, wh6 
»re incapable of deception, and who united-^ 
ly poflefr the ^laliScatioas requifile for 
a friend, that fuck a prize cannot be (uffi- 
ckmtly efitmated. I know It is %e coce^ 
inon vdea of the worlds that *^ FrtendQitp 
with women is After to love.^ But whU^ 
i would pay a due refpe£t to their geoeral 
principles and obfervations,. I mui) take 
the liberty to deviate from them^ when 

their 
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their fetitiments are incompatible with my 
own nperience. I already difcoveryour 
conclufions, and that you are elaifing Caro^ 
line as a Platonic difciple: It will noV 
however, denote her character ; ahhough 
I cannot imagine, as much as the world 
laugh at this philofopher's ideas of love and 
friendfliip, why we may not efteem an ei>- 
lightened mind, without feeling for the 
perfon, that degree of srfFe*5lion which de- 
^ notes a peculiar, undefcribable attachment. ' 
It is indeed feldom the cafe, that real men^ 
tal abilities are the foundation of a firft 
prepoffeflion ; external beauty; an accon*- 
plilhed behaviour, or the more captivating 
charms oJF fortune, are too often the illu- 
five yneteors which enchant the eye and- 
CQnftrain the heart. . Think not I intend a 
general refledion-, when I add^ the. art of 
fpeakinqg trifles agrceablv, to6 often'prbVes 
a deftrudlive poifon, which terminates the' 
. happinefs of female life. Daily obferva* 
tJon.demonft rates the truth. Nor is an - 
agreeable addrefe more likely to deceive 
our feic, than thofe who claim the hoa&cd 
fuperiority of prudence, penetration and 
wifdomf. We frequently fee the merchant 
,deceived by his ill placed confidence, and 
his family involved in ccMnplicated wretch- 
ednefs. As I have written a long let- 
ter, I now feci difpofed to contludei, 

'— Iheai 
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-^I hear Capflin Clark's ftep belowJ 
Don't be jealous, my dear ; my time is 
equally divided between you ^ and Maria 
may reft aflured of a iibernl j ( ition. 

Adieu, c ARetiNE*' ' 
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■ . ' ' .' • • 

- Thiladilphia. ' 

I FEEL difpofedvtp be dulL My friend 
marched yeilerday for the Wefiward^ 
My aunt qame to towri a w^ek before he- 
left us. She has. adopted a new plan, . by^ 
which (he means to ac.compliOi a recon* 
cilement with her hufband. .Confining 
hcrfelf to her chamber, (he gtyes.out (he i» 
extremely tU, and is cootinually endeavour- 
ing to prepare our minds for her approach^. 
ing death. It is, (he fays^ impofTible for 
her to continue long among us ; nor can 
(he be eafy to quit the world, without be- 
iijg preyioufly reconciled to her huiband 
To die among ftrangers, to be buried from 
a ftrange houfe, are ideas (he cannot fup-. 
port, Repeatedly have I been fummpned 
to her bed-fide to take her lail adteu^ and, 
as often comixiiffioned to tell my unci^ hi* 
unpardonable conduct had given a i:mel> 
ftab to her peace, drove her from home, 

and 
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andbpcmglit upon her comfrfictted nftfisry^ 
which had haftcncd ber etidv She fi^« 
quently folicits me to wnte to bim^ and 
requeft of him one interview with bis dy-? 
ing wifc^ Upon my refufal^ flie has fent 
for her favourite, from his family^ througbf 
whom, it is probable, (he will acc€Hnpli(h 
^ her porpofe. She is continually - giving 
feme new alarm, which keeps^ t)|e boufc 
tn confiant agvtalion. If (he is not fatr 
ochM I an^refolved to quit my lod^ngs. 

Previous to Captain Clark's fe^^u^g Ate 
(Htyt he informed me, the brother of my 
dear Fanny^ had obtained a Captam^ 
eommiffion in the fame regiment with 
him; and that the Secretary at War, in 
^ letter i» which he encloied his commit 
iton, dke^ him to be m Fhiladelpbm by" 
die tenth of the month. 

I have received a bHlet from a gentle- 
man, with wh<»n I am entirely unacquaint- 
ed, informing me, Etiza has been in Vir- 
ginia fevetal months, and intends paffing^ 
lihe winter in diis place ; this is friendly, 
but painful inf(»:mation. Every etrcum- 
tftancc concurs, to confirm my belief, that k 
is through her Z have been made thur 
. wretched. Strange, that prejuc^es fo ill 
grounded, fliould never be effaced from her 
nund. But aU events are under die direc- 
tioci of an over-ritling Providence. May 
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aa.havi jtftended , . 

CilltOLtNm^ K 
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Miif^ preftncled indifpefitrton ^a» 

j^ mnhf^Jf*! 4^iffm f/* lA/ nirwus Jjfi€f99^ 
mi mifffreS^hii initationy Mi txfeHed fihy 
I ftniCAntinually heartJig. With pFopriety 
,ihe claims the denomination of the moft 
AHfefable being upon eartk ^- Bcmd,*^ ftie 
' liys, ** tinder iome malictous ftar^ evii ts 
her deAiny.** Bat if (he wiihea to impofe 
vpon Mfd.Leafon and the family , (he muft 
fend to Trenton for- her fympathetic doia- 
lor; the city phyficians are not to be de^ 
€ei?ed.> By her frcqtffcnt importuntties, we 
yefierday (ent fer a doctor $ I was fittliig 
by her when he entered the chamber. He 
feft her pulfe, examined her tongue^ inquip- 
ed her complaints, and^ nCmg icani h\s 
feat^ftampcd upon die fioor^ faymg, ** All 
you wan€» is to get bsdc to your b^band/' 
And bafieniRg 011^ of the room^ ^* Beg^pect 
Hie would pre him no furrber trouJble.*^ 
Mofi fmcereiy do t wiffi her with hinr-^ 
Md I am convinced ihe wilt iierer reft 
liotit this is accompiUhed 

I have 



I 
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I have received letters from Captam 
Evrcmont, which mention the arrival b€ 
feveral companies; this renders his duty 
kfsfevere. I expeft daily tohearfron* 
my friends, as Captain Clark has promifed 
to write, upoxi his arrival alE Fort- Pitt. . 
■ At prfient I am feparatcd fronr^ almoft 
M my friends. I have no proteftor near 
mc. Zeno, the father of the ftoigs, ft y led 
that- hour the happieft of his life, which 
deprived him of his whole eftate. ** This 
etent/' he ftys, " drove hrm mto the 
haven of philofophy/^ M^y the lofe of 
iny friends; dri^^e rne to refleftion ^ and that 
the pakiful viciffitudes of my life, may be 
the means of direding me to that dVvine 
religion, which call alone^ rertdier a future 
cxifteoce plcafmg, is the fervent wifli oi 

CAROUNE. 



LETTER XLV. 

fMadflftio'. 

JVlY unde has, «t length, bee» pre^ 
vailed upon to viftf his diftreflcd wife^ 
who was confined to her bed. She has cf- 
feded her purpofe. It was agreed flie 
Ihould return the next day to his lioufe; 
She accordingly difpatched- invitations to 
ber acquaintance, reiquefting their c6mpa^ 

ny 
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^ my the next afternoon, ** To witnefs fhcre- 
fiewal (f her marriage. An elegant fup- 

, pjer was i>ropofed, which was to have been 
«t her expenfe, had not the advice of her 
particialar friends prevented it. The morn-* 
«ig of this happy day, my aunt arofefrom 
her bed, which (he had not XtUt for feveral 
4a ys, and with; every pleafure which an- 
ticipatioh gives, waited the conning mo* 
ment. The company affembled, and after 
tea> a coach was called- to convey her 
home. I feel aflured of your congratubb-, 
tions^ on being thus relieved ; yet I fancy 
5^1 are<a Httie furprifed ^ its taking place 

- A> foon; but an artful, determined mind 
i?an often get through apparent impoffibi- 
lities; It would be fortunate for my aunt, 
was ihe refolved to be happy ; but I be- 

iieve if flie. has any refieftions, they are 
replete with difcontent and wretchednefs. 
She tnay perhaps exjj^riencc a temporary 
gratification,. but this will be (hort; new 
contentions \5iU arife , and tempers, natu* 
rally ungovernable, cismnot eafUy be re- 
ftrained at fo advanced a period of life. 
Had (he ever confidered prefcnt adians, as 
though they had paft, Ihe would never 
have expofed to the world, ,a thoufand lit- 
tle incidents jn her family, which a pru- 
dent woman, would tiulh to have had 
known* 
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• In tfie naoft hapby Gonnddow^^in the 
heft Yiegttltttd families, mmy things take 
pJMCtj wludi ifaould be cauiioQfly conceal-' 
*td firom the eye cf' the. world ^ and the 
woman who .would expofe die Gaits vf 
htt owQ Gimtly, muft poflfefs a dtfpbfidcm 
whkh ftiouki be feverdy reprobated 

Leaving i^ hufimndt Ua ierions undei^ 
tricing, and Ihouid never be done withauft 
the moft ui^ent lieceffity and cool reflec-^ 
ttofl. It U a llep' which injures the cka^ 
ra£ters of both, and is attended with con* 
fifliial .mortykations. But tf they are 
compelled to i^ they ftiotild, I ditidc, 
abide by the unhappy alternattire* I bo* 
lieve I may venture to aOert; diat, in few 
infiances, has il reparation ever removed thie 
caufe of uneafinefs, but ntber increafisd 
the wretchednefis, and rendered die parties 
ififrefpeded by the wofid. 

Captain Gardner and Mr. Lee arrived 
lail night. They put up^t Mrs. Leafon'^ 
lam extremejy forry for this laft addition 
to. our family, i had not f^n him fince 
the death of my dear Lucreti^. Hts pre- 
fence renews my giicf. If.heiarrirs any 
time in Philadeiphia, aftar Captain t^ard^ 
ner has left us, I fliall prc^fe an excise 
lion to Bjriilol; ft is a viikge to which I 
&in partial ; and* I hope, a change of obje^ 
will be a relief to Fanny. Her fpUits, at 
fiefent, are ^ greatly depre&d. '^ 

I fee. 
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I fee, by the papers, your coufin ha^ 
iaccepted 4 comnjHBon. I mittr myfeif 
he will not fail to call upon me, as !^ r^if^ 
res ibrou^ Philaijelphia* Vour attache 
inent to Wit}, will, make you soOTe f<9ifibie 
of the fedtn^ of 

CAROiLlNS. 



LE f T E^ XI.VI. 

fbitielfilt. [ 

XaM ferioufly concerned for my fiiends 
at the Weftwaisd. Parties are daliy leiv- 
Ingthis city, to join the troops already 
there. A winter's campaign is idarming. 
For Fanny's fake, I (hall be-glad when her 
brother has left us. The poor ^1, « 
ifcarce able to fupport the thought of his 
leavii^ her. She pofleflb a difpofition too 

■ tender for her own happinefs;.andj I veply 
believe, it occ^Cons all her ill health. 

Laura's haughty behaviour,, in. feveral 
kle infiances, has determined me to |»fs 
a few weeks in the country. liaVingbeen 
"fiom infancy, tau^t to value herfelf upon 
a pretty face and a genteel perfon, Ae 
thinks herfelf entitled to (unmerited) le- 
/peft from all the boarders? and bebaVes 

.as if external beauty was an ample com- 
penfation for the want of internal meiit. 

, She confiders a condeicending difp<^ti«n 



as 
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as oiily neccffary to thofe who are deftitute 
.of the attraftive charms of a handfontie 
face, and beDeves the ftudy of the belles- 
lettres, only calculated for fuch as have 
no pretenfions to beauty. She cannot re- 
alize, that an accompliflied mind will ren- 
der happineCs durable, when the bloom of 
youth (hall fade, and the tranfitory flower 
(hall have wafted its fweets. Nor does 
Ihe cultivate ideas which will render 
pleafant the laft ftage of exiftencc. 
That ftage, when the debilitated mind 
will look back to its trifling gratifications, 
with the raoft fevcre regret; when the 
want of better refledlions, will obtrude the 
idea of hei; paft life, upon her imbittered 
♦thoughts. . But Fanny is a pleafing con- 
traft. She has gaught from the refulgent - 
beams of wifdom, rays, which will adorn 
her charafler, and will render her, at every 
period of life, an entertaining, agreeable 
companion. - Her heart expands for the 
unfortunate. ** For each one's woes, (he 
has a tear." . . 

I am. interrupted ; but believe me, my 
<Jear, the friend(hip of Maria, poflfefles a 
peculiar power of difpelling the gloomy 
'cares of 

. . CAROLINE, 
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LETTER XLVII. ^ ' 

^ . ■ • PhiladeJphi^. 

Y OUR coufin has arrived— ^he is (& 
altered by an uilifGrm, I did not know 
him; b« v^pheh^he handed me a letter,' 
\rhfclfbe Md^was froul Maria, I recogni- 
zed his CDumeiilahG^ and introduced him 
to M«5. Leafoft, Lalura ^d Fanny; to 
die lafty as fi*y pftrtictLilar friend. I view-^' 
,ed htm, my d^a#, with all thofe pleafing 
ideasy whMi f^fett fronif Ae cdnffderation 
lie is yxjur c»ufm.-^I am forry you think 
mc tO€f (ev«t^ updft rt=ry own fex. Yoii^ 
iire dftxxmtA 4n yctor' eonckifipns. The 
obfervapdn? I matde, ate yoii advance irf 
Hfe, yew ^itt fiftd td be juft. ! meant nof 
to deviate fro* "flie ftri^tefl principles of 
philantthfopy or- good hnmour ; and x\\€ 
traits' I ha^re'- rfrawA/ are perfedly confo- 
cant to mafly ctoafteris. If Maria is at 
prefect more happy in lier companions and 
&ieflds, I heartily r-ejoice ; but give fne' 
lea^c to remind yow, that a knowledge of 
human mature,^ ca^ only. be leal-ht by expe-* 
ricncc; and th* irtfincerity and deception 
too often* charaAerixe' mankind. ^ 

I yeftcrday received an invitation to 

pafs the afternoon arid evening with my 

aunt N'oble. ^ Fanny w^as too deprefied 

with the profpeiJt of parting with her bro- 

, ^ : ' ' H . ther 
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thcr to give us her company. T he natu- 
ral vivacity of het difpofmon. witliei^at 
ihe recolleaion of his misfortunes. Ihe 
Mea of his fufFcrings, ftiarpens the arrows 

oflieraiSiaion. . vt .^i . l .t 

I went early to Colonel Noble's, that I 
tnlghthavesn opportunity to converfe a 
little with my 'auflt. Upon entering the 
doors, feveral new pieces of furniture. 
<aueht my attention. My aunt is npt 
without her ambition, any more than the 
Colonel. I found her alone; congratu- 
Uted her upon her remm. and hoped (he 
enjoyed all that happinefs A^^ had >ma^"- 
*d ^« While my property lafts, faid fhe 
« it may do, but the little i have, will 
*evcr provide for a family. , At prefent, 
5Se is not an article brought into the 
houfe, but at my. expenfe." We were 
now interrupted by company ; for (he had 
«\*en large invitations to her acquaintance 
for the celebration of this plcafmg event. 
Tea and cards preceded an elegant fup- 
i^ prepared by this foohlh woman, 
Sfecircumftances rather call for the 

llriaeft economy, Aan aiiow- of the 
fmalleft profufion. Tor my own. part, 

1 know n<x minor, who ftands more m 
iced of a guardian, than my aunt Noble. 
A prodigal difpofition, is far from evincing 

a iSeral mind ; in any fituat.on of l.fe,^ U 
t to be avoided. The mdulgence^f « 
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burries us into a thoufand extravagancies, 

which will finally be deftrudive to oyr 

. happinefs- Her difpofition, united with 

/ the Colonel's, whofe predominant paffions 

are (bow and parade, would - foon. exhaufl 

. an extenfive fortune. My uncle is not, 

I^owever, lingular in his falfe ideas -of 

greatnefs. There are many who will not 

deny then^felves the fuperffuities of life, 

although the butcher and tradefman, are 

continually, dunning at the door. , 

I left my aunt's, difgufled at her impru- 
dent conduft, and much difpleafed at that 
violent fpndnefs they ,exp;efs for each 
other. It is unnatural to believe fuch 
cruel ftabs, and recent wounds, have not 
cankered the mind. But if they poffe& 
fuch heaven-born tempers as totally to for- 
get the paft, we (hould fuppofe, prudence 
would didtate to them to conceal the vio- 
lence of their affections. . To fee a couple * 
continually fondling and kiffing in compa- 
ny, is difgufting, and caufes In my breaft 
fufpicions of their conjugal felicity; not 
that I would difcQurage that pleafing, af- . 
fedionate attention^ wliich difiinguifhes. 
the happy, pair. 

Mr. Lee yet confmues in Philadelphia, 
Being with him, excites contending, paf- 
fions. While. the fprouts of gratitude 
ftoot forth: with luxuriance, ii.'^mory 
awakens the painful rerafembcancc of L'.?- 
H Z crc . ^ 
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atHaV fufferii^t. IMiits. Luifen telis me^ 
1^ h» been finm yeass married to a yoiiiig 
hdf lit BrifioU wBom he now jdifowiis aa 
hisr wife. I ih«Bcm| ea» 0ttP'toihfe!tomy-- 
Iblf of this ditiimftaiioe^ whsn I vi^t 
tbaib piaee. I a««l impi«irat to enjoy ft 
Aort tiioe' the plolfims of folttU(}e. My 
tittachment to n country lift^ Has been unt^ 
formly the fame; but I will- not mdulge 
too isany plealurable anticipations^ kft 
my fond h<^a dioidd be deftioyed in the 
iklt mottent c^ eitjoyment. 

Adieu, cAHOiiiifE. 



"1 
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PAilaiklfMa.: 

Captain Csudncr with Ws party^ 
left this city ycftcrday. Your cotifm ex^ 
pe£ts to ftay with ns but a few days. 
^ He has introduced a particular friend of 
his to our acquaintance— a General Hill. 
This gentleman is, I find, married. I pity 
his goodi ^dy. The army will do better 
for fingle, than married men. Was I a 
wife, 1 ihould never confent to my huf-. 
t>and's comniiencing fbldier. 

I am^ not a lit«lc jealous Capt. Bel- 
mbur has an' attachment for Fanny. Mxs. 
Leafon has propofed fevcral matches for 
this dear girl. One young gentleman (he 

leprefents 
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fiiprefentsas deeply w icyir^ with^er'; an4 
7€ft«r<iBy ienrafly^ed metf Iltiotiglift 
Ihe coold HOC lie isirevailcd lipm «d Yecehrt 
Iris addrcflfas^ Nbt 1)^ my imtiiitf^^ii, 
wplied I^ and Ivallily teft ihe tfoMi. Tlnl^ 
gpod lady :^ws more atladie^ to drefi. 
JH«r hair is crap^ ^nd^eiided in the hig!^- 
«ft tafte. Could I proisure a London do^, 
^narked mth the Wn9lkie8>df okl age, t 
yfould drt&n by my kndlady^ « a pattern 
to your nutmnaa. This attachment to 
dre(s« ireqaeruiy places her in a ridiculouir 
light. It injures the reputation of the fcx, 
l^y enfbrcing the idea of Mr vanity, and 
eftabliiUiig die iUnatured <^]fervations of 
the world, deprectatea us wiA men of 
ferife, 

I am deceived, if Laura does not envy 
Fanny the at«fntiona of Mr. Belmour. 
Your coufm is indeed, handfome; but a 
uniform, my dear, is a great addition. It 
is truly, an attm^ve magnet with the fe- 
wtale eye . 

Fanny has receiv^ed a letter from het 
mamma, which mentions, that a number 
of Captain Gardner's friends, had opened 
^ St fubfcription, for the relief of her lifter, 
vtio they wi&ed to place* in fome little bu- 
finefs, which fliould enable her to provide 
for herfclf and children- This was pre* 
jfcntcd to Mr. Charies Gardner^ who refill 
«d being cMtsemed in ^laudable an un« 
H 3 dertaking. 
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dertttking. How contraAed the difpofi^ 
tions of mankind ! The avaricious jBifer, 
lives ^ut for himfelf, purfmng his plans ^ 
^ith eagcrpefi— with the moft frigid in- 
difference, he pafles objects of diftrefe— 
cfiranged to the pleafures of benevolence^ 
wh)ch ainiBto blunt the edge of adverfity^ 
he refufes ev^ry relief. He knows sot the 
luxury which refults frona havmglefiened 
human wretchedneis. Philanthropy and 
benevolence are not the chara£terifecs rf 
his heart. But fympathetic minds, enjoy 
pleafures with which thefe fordid bethgs 
arc unacquainted. They pafs through 
life with the fwect reflexion, of having, 
relieved the diftrefled ; and at th? clofe cf 
exiftence, derive a fource of fatisfadtion 
fr;om the grateful recolledioh. I am flat- 
tered with the idea of your paffing the 
approaching winter in this city ; and am 
forry you poftpone coming fo long. Urge 
your mamma to fet an earlier day. You 
have no friends who will give you a more 
hearty welcome, than ' 

CAROLIl^B. 



LETTER XLIX. 

Philadelphui. 

1 HAVE juft. received a letter froto 
Captain Evremont, which communicates 

the 
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the pleafing information of ihe.fafe arrival 
of, my friepds at Fort-Pitt. Captain Clark 
adds a poftfcript, and fays. With Mr. Evre- 
raont'js pcrmifTiohi hefhall do himfelf the 
honour ^o write. tp me in a few days. f 
. 1 regret that the youth, moftdiffinguilhed 
among us, ihould be called from the plea- 
sures of dpmeftic life, and fent into an un^- 
cultivated country, againft ah enemy upoji 
•whom we can place nodependance ; whofe 
treaties are eafily laid afi^e^ who, from 
their uncivilized fituation, are ignorant of 
the enjoyments of fociety ; and who neveSr 
are at a lofs, in the remoteft foreft, for the 
neceffaries upon which they exift ; whofe 
barbarity to their pxLfoners muft increafc 
the fears of the foldiers' friends, and render 
it even doubly painful to themfelves to en^ 
counter. An enemy, whom, from their 
method of battk, it is almoft impoffible to 
fubdue. 

Your coufin, and his friend, will leave us 
to-morrow ; they defire to be remembered 
to you. Mr. Belmour adds, ** When you 
meet your Caroline in Philadelphia, Fanny 
muft be particularly introduced to you.'* 

Excufe my adding more, as I muft im- 
prove the remaining hours in writing td 
Captain Evremont. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 
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Believing tt would be an amtife^ 

nent to Fanoy, and an adrafitage to her 
(heahli, Ireiblv^ to pafs a few weeks in 
llus village; and leaving the city the 
lame day with your coufio, ibon reached 
0ar prefcnt abocfe. 

From the back windows of the houfe at 
which we are, we may view, dver the 
adjacent fields, the river Delaware, ex- 
lending feveralmiles. The filver furface 
of this limpid element, exhibits a eharmin^ 
appearance, A little to the left, is an en^ 
chanting grove of weeping willc\^s, whofe 
tomaotic jfhade* invites to tread the plea- 
forabie path of retirement, fo favourable 
to refl?£lion. Here the mind may expand 
uninterrupted, and enjoy, unenvied, every 
rational idea; and vvhile we difcover nature 
in her genuine fimplicity totally di veiled 
of the decorations of art, we cannot but 
admire the works of that Being who has 
thus variegated the profpedts of the earth 
for the enjoyment of man. I regret that 
the feafon is fo far advanced ; not becaufe 
^he changing of the leaves, giv^s me any 
painful emotions— ^this- rather prociuces 4 
pleafmg thoxightfulnefs ; but as the fpring 
and fummer are better calculated for Fan- 
ny's recovel'y. ' ^ 

Since 
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Simkl hafsebeM in this plieiGe, I havf 
cooimeiic^ ah aoquaintands Mf^iFth a Mri. 
Lif tie. A <hort biftory of wfaom^ lilat* 
ter mjklf will b« ioceptable to MhrUv 
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Briftol. 

GREEABLY td tte jn-^fc in my 
hft^ I have forwardid iht hiftory of 
hk%. Little* li llkall be ctoditdl in her 
own. 4xpit;ffioiL»«*«^ie6i^ it m I &ad k 

''^ An yiyfdttunat^ ccmne^dt^v liafi dch 
ftfoyed my foii4 ideds (^ tiapiHiitrs/ At 
tile a^ (tf ftveisieen) I vrmi idt^t ^x:6titth 
ibkp^ tma year^ untied ^ii4th « Ml ; Li^ 
lie, then twemy-f wo. He Wds a for^igdef ^ 
^ho had fdided feme y^&rs aiiioiig i^. 
My paifenit and £riitnda niaattrmouAy ap** 
protred the matd^ ai»4 my jntcnile fandy 
planned many bdppy feeni^ 

'^ Being an Mlj cfaughier^ my wilheis 
were eve« fAiperfotod toy the attentie^nB of 
my doanng paranti, andl flatitr^ iiyfelf 
}o»g to enjoy the preftnt cuf#em df unbi> 
layed f^city. But the mt^ning ^ah 
rire$ with fb^ elear^ft hemifpbeie, i^ oft^^ 
obiburedbyaft^^miylky. Anuiiefp^dt^ 
cijfi^umlbuute fopApf^fentedy WhidihC^li^ 
H 5 e4 
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ed Mr. Little to crofs the feas^ The voy- 
age was ihort. I had no idea of a repara- 
tion, for more than a few jnonths. With 
impatience I waited the period of his ex- 
peded. arrival — :Ichid the dilatory hours— • 
Time appeared to paufe— I enjoyed no 
pleafures — ^I fliared in no amufements; 
the anticipation of hisretiirnt engrofled 
my whole attention. At length, the vef- 
. fel in which he failed, arrived. My bro- 
ther haftcned to nieet him. In imagina- 
/tion,. I was raifed to the fummit of happ^ 
ji€k, I believed uninferrilpted pleafures, 
.iK'Quld crown, fucceeding days. But the 
chilling frofi of difappointment, blafied 
my vifionary joys. Mr. Little was left be- 
ihind, Not a fiiigle line did I receive from 
liim, nor could any information be obtained 
of him ; he having Jeft the ifland from which 
the vcffel came. Notwithftanding this^ 
.little did my unfufp^dtiiig heart, forbode 
his villainous intentions. Educated in re- 
tired iifi?, I was unacquainted, with the de- 
ceptions of the beau momki Never having 
been acquftomcd to difapp^intmerit?, it 
was at firft a.kflbn difiicult to kam. 
^ "In this fituatioD, I pafled four years ; 
"When my father received a letter from a 
friend in South-Carolina, aqquainting htm^ 
Mr. Little lived in Charlefton^ with a 
Voma'fi to whom, it was reported, he was 
married. The contents of this letter,. I 

obfti- 



J 



tHE HAPLESS ORPHAN. 179 

obftinatcly rcfufed to credit. For more 
•than two years, I refolved not to Kften to 
the calumniating breath of the worlds 
•when the' arrival of a particular friend 
from Carolina, opened my deluded cyes^ 
Fortunately I pofleffed great refolution. 
Yet, having to combat with a warm attach-- 
'ment, and all the pams of ncgleded afFec- 
.'tion,* I was attacked with a diftreffing ill- 
nefs, which confined me fome months to 
* my chamber. During this time, Ihad many 
'intervals of hope that Mr. Little might yet 
return, repenting his paft condu<5t ; till at 
' length, having hackneyed every plea, whiicb 
aflfetlion, duty, and benevolence could 
fuggeft, I determined to reafon myfelf in-, 
to a difpofition, to felinquifh' him forever. 
/ This was a trying underfaking ; bat his: 
condudl rendered it neceffary. I now re- 
queftcd his name might never again, be 
mentioned to me, that, if poffible, I might 
obliterate him from remembrance. Bleft 
' with indulgent parents, who have ftudied- 
to make me happy, Ihavc been enabled to 
abide by my Tefolution ; or probably, be- 
fore this, I ihould have ended my days.. 

" Accuftorhed to a country life, I have 
' devoted much time to reading : This at- 
'tachment is 'ftrehgthened by affiiilion.. 
Thus have I given you a detail of my un- 
happy fituation. That I have given up 
every idea, of a man who had thus tranf- 
' • fcrxcd: 
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ferrcd his affe^ioos ^ u^o bad forfeited the 
grateful title of my protedor and friend, 
who ha4 proved himfelf my feducer ; mv 
greatcft enemy, >yiU/notj I feel affurca, 
j^rejudice yoyrmind againJjt me. For, be* 
lievc me, my heart flied its deareft drops; 
and had not fortitude (hielded me with 
the helmet of perfeverance, I (hould have 
relapfed intp former unbelief. But by 
her influence, and the confideration of 
having done my duty, I rife fuperior to my 
faie. I make no animadver&ons upon 
thecondudt of Mr. Little, not doubting, 
.although I have fuflfered thus feverely, you 
are more acquainted with the villainy of 
the world than myfelf." 

What a bifiory is the above. It veils 
my pleafurcable ideas : It unfolds to view 
a conduct, which, for the honour of 
human nature, I could wilb, concealed. 
But how frequently do our fex become 
wretched, by the deepjatd plans of wick- 
ed minds 1 When fuch mftanbes fhade the 
f ha|[afters, of youthi they muft t^nd to d©- 
flroy our cQsiidence in a fex defigned, by 
fieayen, for our protedion. And white 
they awaken our fufpicbns, ihould im- 
prefs us with a caution, neceflary to guard 
©ur reputation and honour, from the con* 
cealed plans of the bafe libertine, who de- 
lights in the mod villainous fedut^ions, 
and who frequently felei^ the moA virtu- 
ous 
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ous of our (bx lor defiro^ion. Difgutfing 
hia fentimcttts by virtuous intentions, he 
fecurcs the afFcdions of the objetl he ainis 
to ruin j and having blafted the unfullied 
fioMrer» karci it to wither and decay. Mrs. 
Little now receives the addreffcs of a gen- 
tiem^fi fiigfi in officii \ and it is expefted, 
win be fhortly married^ Warm are my 
wtihes for her future tiappinefs. May thic 
intended connexion, compenf^te for thofe 
painful days (he has paft, and the hitherto 
dreary palh of her married life, be contrail- 
«d b^ future domoilic endearments. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 



LETTER LIl. 

Bnfioh 

JDEING upon a vifit, a few daysfince^ 
.to Mrs. Little, 1 took the opportunity 
of making fome inquiries concerning Mr. 
Lee i obferving, various reports were cir- 
. dilating in Philadelphia. Upon my afting 
if he rieatly had a wife in that place, ihe 
begged leave to introduce me to her auiit 
Watts, who could gratify my curiofity 
refpe^ting her coufin. Having no idea 
I was among the friends of this unfortu- 
nate woman ; 1 felt diftrefled, left I had, 
unintentionally, injured their feelings ; 
and made many apologies for my unguard- 
ed 
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. cd conduA. . I had awakened the remera- 
. brance of many pamfitl circumftances ; 
and a filcncc of feme minutes followed my 
imprudence. The thrilling tear, having 
relieved the acutenefs of firft emotions, 
. Mrs. Watts requefted to know '* If I had 
any acquaintance with Mr. Lee r* I told 
her I had boarded, fome time, in the 
houfe with him. " You fiiall then,"' faid 
(he, " be informed, the true circumftances- 
of n^y^dtfar Harriot's fedudion. 

" My niece was left m infancy, an or- 
phan. In humanity to her tender years,, 
I took her under my protedion. It was 
not in my power to educate her in gay 
life, but I ,ncglefted not to inftil virtuous 
principles, upon her mind ; and fte re- 
, ceiyed the common inftruftions of a coun- 
try fcbool. The eftate of her father being: 
jendered infolvent, flie depended entirely 
' upon her charader for a fettlement ra life. 
: Her conftitution was flendef, and inade- 
[ quate to the common offices of a country 
living. Attached to her needle, (he foon 
imbibed a turn for millinery, and engroff- 
ed the wprk of this place. Her figure was 
. naturally genteel. Her tafte fanciful, and 
^her features, thoughf not perfcftly tegular, 
expreflive and fofr. 

" At the age of fixteen, (he had* the mif- 
fortune to attradt the notice of Mr. Lee, 
who frequented this road, in his excur- 

£ion& 
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fions to Bcn^dentown* H^ became ac- 
quainted with her, and wc believed his 
-intentions honourable. UnfortwFiately for 
:thedear girl, (he now loft her nnclel Soon 
after this, Mr. Lee propofcd marriage, and' 
with my confent^ a day was fixed for the 
iwedding. . 

. ** A few daysafter the laft publica,! ioil had 
taken place, he urged her tp accompany 
him to Philadelphia. As I wiflied her to 
purchafea few articles forherfelf,^ I joined 
ih^his requfeft^Jittle thinkingi was acceding 
/to her ruin. He had not rode far, when 
he propofed they ffiould be married befora 
4hey returned from Philadelphia. Harriot^ 
knowing of noobfl^clcs,.agreed t4)the wifh^s 
X)f Mr. Lee; and, in the evening, the cerer 
mony was, as Ihe bcfievcd, performed.. 
:Upon their return,, he introduced her to 
me as his wife ; -nor did 1 once fufped the 
fraud, 

** Mr. Lee'is bufincfs call&ig him to Phi- 
^fedjejphia^ and Harriot's health rendiering 
it neceflary Ihe ftiould refide in the coun- 
try, (^ never left me ; arwl from thi» time^ 
for three years^ he uniformly vifited her 
iJeveral times a weel$:. But he now began 
to neglect her,^and abroad denied the mar* 
riage ; and to avoid our inqpiries> finally 
kft Philadelphia for Maryland. I fre- 
quently addreifed him by letter, but receiv- 
ed na teply. At length I wrote to a friend J 

ia 
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in Pfatladelphia for the clnni^r bf AA. 
Lee» who, afFedked with my ftory, made me 
a vtfir, and revealed his viilaiiioua decejf>- 
tions ; afluring me, that the ceremony wad 
^ performed by an abandoned rake^ dreffed 
for that purpofe : That the houfe to which 
he carried Harriot, was kept by a woman 
f>f ill fame ; and that the company, to whkh 
fte was introduced were the moft profligate 
of her fex. 

** Knowing the tendemefs of her drfpofi*^ 
tion, I thought it beft tb draw her off from 
him by degrees, and took every oppoTtuni^ 
ty to infinuate, that (he would never fee him 
agaii>; but fhe could not be perfuaded to 
entertain ideaa incompatible widi his bo^ 
notir. 

** Two years after this^ aa^flie was firtu^ 

at her window, Ibe faw him pafs in the ftage 

*^upon which ftie fainted. Upon her reco^ 

very, (he obfer^^edthat (hemuft now jelin^ 

quiifb every ideafhe had enteriatned of Mr. 

Lce*8 affefJlion. "Life is a burden," iald ftc, 

*** mifery is my doom.** I fertt for a lawyer 

in the neighbou^ood, feqtieftmg htm to 

vifit Mr. Lee at the tavern, and threaten 

him with a profecvtion *, but he ia^gbedat 

his bafenefs, faying, we were fools to think 

he ever meant to be confined to one^— ** I 

will rove at large ; they may do as they 

•f pltakJ^ A depfeffion enfued, wbtdl 

^ bcought on a rapid coafumption, and 

(he 
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ibe ift'Dow fif^kng undcf compYxo^ted dtfr 

** Thus has Mr. Lee loaded feer vifh m- 
fiuny knddiftrefs. But 41 period of re- 
inoriie tnuft come, .^hen with foxraw, and, 
I hope, a fincere repentance, he will regret 
Jijs deviation from virtue/* At tWs ia- 
fUnt fhe was called to her niece. 

The cruel conduct of Mr, l^ee, made z 
jdeep impreiltofi upon my mind. How 
does deceiving man triumph over female 
innocence i crop the fwect flower of virtue, 
anfT boaft ht$ infadiotis plans ! Beauty;, 
fimplicity and yiftye, too often, fall a prey 
tor a diflfcmbled paflion. , ^ 

May my fair country women, never r^ 
ppfe in the (hades of fecurity, while en- 
vironed with the errors, the fibllics, and 
the dangers of youth ; hut remcnJbc^ 
oiie d^ioUs *ft€p can never be. retrieved; 
and affiduotsfly (hun the fociety -of thbfc, 
who ftudy to corrupt the female, mind, 
lovariably confidcr the firen tongue of 
flattery, as a foe which awaits your.d^- 
ftrudion. • 

Adieu, CAROLiiffE. . 



LETTER LIIL 

Ye S 7 E R P a Y ji billet was handed 
nje. from Mrs. Watts, requeuing to Tee 
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I haftcn^d to comply with tlik 
invitation. When I reached the houfc, I, 
fcnt my name to. her. She hurried down, 
flairs, apologi^jed for the liberty fhe hs^i 
taken, and obferving it was the wifh ^f her 
niece to fee an acquaintance of Mr. Lee's, 
and viewing it as one erf her taft requefts 
flie chofe ta g^ratify her. I aflured her rt 
ivould be pleafmg to me to afford any fa- 
ttt£i<Ai<m to her or Harriot. ** The unfor- 
tunate girl/' faid flie, " can remain but a 
few hours— eVery fymptom ofdiflblving 
nature faft approaches ; but I will goand 
acquaint her, you are below.** 

In a few minutes fhe returned, and I 
followed her to the diftreffing chamber. 
Upon her opening the door, every objeft 
filled me with horror. The (huttets were 
clofed. At the fight of the emaciated, 
heart-broken afflidled girl, bolftercd up 
in her bed, my refolution left me, and I 
was feized with a faintnefs. I had recourfc 
to my fmeUing bottle; and fcating niyfelf 
at her fide, Ihe appeared to be dozing. 
" Harriot/* faid her aunt, '* this is Mfib 
Francis, whom you wifhed to fee." Look- 
ing at me with an eye,, which was funk 
deep in its focket, and extending her hand 
with a feeble voice (he could juft articulate, 
** The goodnefs of your heart will excufe 
my inclination. I wifhed to fee you, that 
you might acquaint Mr. Lee with what 

I (haU 
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I fliall intruft to you; that you,'wha 
was a ftranger to me in former Jifc^ 
Ihould witnefs my dying words; an^ 
that in thefe all-important' moments, I d©: 
dare hiin to be my hujkand. TtH i»qji 
from me, the time ^vflii qome, when th^t 
MctdJaaomfM^ confcieiice, will be true i^ 
Ms truft. The intoxications of debauchery 
sNod pleafure, however they may enchant 
in the tnonacms of :enjoyment, wrll thcu 
be. deprived of their charnis ; %nd tfaqa^^ 
the grave will have buried my fuflferings^ 
he .-will confidef himfejf as the difturber of 
my peace, the deftroyer of my health, ancj 
rthe (hottner of my days ; but not the cor- 
rupter of nr^y heart. Though I, have beea 
retidered wretched by his villainy, my in-?- 
Bocience is unluUied." Diftreffed for 
breath J . (he was fome time unable to pro- 
ceed. When a little recovered, (he cour 
tinued, " Painful rccolleftions do hot im? 
bitter the clofe of my days ; and well 
would it be for my feducer, if his retro^ir 
fpeftions were alike pleafirig ; but happi^ 
nefs is too ftrongly cemented vath virtua 
to be his companion. Witnefs to the 
world, I die a facrifice to the villainy of 
.an unprincipled man. Exert yourfelf ta 
fave, from^ fimilar wretchednefs, any who 
fliall be fo unfortunate as to attrad his no- 
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Her dtforder woold not fuflEbr her fp 
Ay more. I fat fome titne by her fide ; 
it growing late, I was induced to retire^; 
and proiDtfing to fee her in the morning, 1 
took my leave of the affecting fccne. Early 
the next day, Mrs. Little fent to acquaint. 
tne that Harriot had winged her^ay tQ die 
realms of eternal blifs. 

Sp m»ny painful circumftances "have en- 
gaged my attcntioDt fince my arrival in 
this village^ that my preconceived pteaf- 
oreafaave fled. Poffeffed of a warm ima- 
gination and eafy circumilances, my fan- 
cy frequently depictures gratifics^tions t 
can never enjoy. Harriot has intrufted 
me with a painful commiffion. A comi 
miilion I ihall not be able, perfonally^ to 
execute. 

Fanny has been attacked with a. fjpUtlng 
6f blood — I muft, therefore, haft^ntbth? 
city for advice. Let us' bewafe, rtty dear 
^iaria, of *the deception^ of a (ex, whofe 
ftudy is, too often, to enfnire the innocent 
iand virtuous; and conftantty invoke thi 
protedlion of that guardian power, whp 
alone can ftiield us from every danger. 

AdifU^ CAKOLtNE. 
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1 H AVB again returned to tfie noify 
city. Fanny is muck bett e r . Her phy- 
fician advifcd to opening a vein^ This 
has been twice repeated within a few days. 
Mr. Lcfi has left this place. I have 
caufed the death of the unfortunate Hap* 
rior^ to be pubKlhed in the niiledelphift 
papers ; and her charge to mfe, as given t(» 
a pafticufewr friends. This, Ihave no doubt 
will reach him^ Nfciy it have a happy ef- 
fca. : 

Mrsw LttAfon and Laura,* have urged 
Fanny and myifelf to acGOmpany them to 
the theatre; I catinot confent that Fanny, 
while in fuch ill health, fliould^go into a 
^roud, or be expofed Jb the night air; 
and I acknowltrdge ^n inclination, oh 
my part, is wanting.. I am too much inter- 
efted in the fituation of my abfent friendk ^ 
to receive entertainment. Yet I cannot 
avoid a complrance. 

The ftage in this ctty, is faid to be under 
good: regulations. A well regulated thea- 
tee, might become a fource of gi^at im- 
provement ; but it has hitherto, been im- 
poffible to reftri<5V it. Obfcene expreflionst 
and' double entendres will creep in^ and 
they frequently receive an eclat, even in 
polite affemblies. 

^ This 



1^0 THE HAPLESS orphan: 

This letter will be handed you by Major 
Holmes, who is now waiting for it ; which 
obliges me to bid you 

AdieU^ CAROLIKE., 
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JPhiladelpKA, 

1 ALMOST regret the day which gave 
me birth; as I feem dcftined to make 
wretched every family in which Irefide, 
- Since my laft, by Major Holmes, a cir- 
cumftance iruly diftrcfTing has laken place. 
In that, I acquainted yhia of my promife 
to attend Mrs. Leafon and Laura to the 
theatre. Judge, Maria, my feelings, when 
i found myfelf in the adjoining box to 
Eliza. By her expreffive countenance, I 
was convinced ftie noticed me ; and from 
what I had experienced, doubted not her 
imagination was engaged, inventing new 
fchemes againft me. Upon each wrift, I per- 
ceived a bmcelet; and by a light which 
was near her, difcovcred that one was the 
pidture of the unfortunate Clairimont ; the 
otlier, a reprefentation of that rural retreat 
which proved the introduction to all my 
^misfortunes, Philotlea was the tragedy 
performed this evening. It was a play to 
which I was partial ; but having feverely 
experienced the vindiftive difpofitic« of 
\. : ' . " this 
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this unhappy woman, I could not diveft 
myfelf of many fears, which forced thera- 
felves upon rae, and obfcured t^e whole en- 
tertainment. The letter, which I informed 
- you I had received from a perfon unknown^ 
ihoukl have prevented my imprudence in 
thus venturing into a <:roud. I wiflied to 
tell Mrs, Leafbn my difcov^ry, but was too 
clofely watched by Eliza. When the play 
was over, I begged Laura not to be in 
hafte. Mr. Hart^ the gentleman who had 
'-efcorted us thither, waited upon Mrs. 
Leafon and myfelf to the carriage, and a 
gentleman who fat in the fame box with 
us, requefted the honour of attending- 
I^aura ; wljo, fond of attention, and un- 
fufpicious of any plans againll me, accept- 
ed hts offer: The crowd foon feparated 
us. We waited at the door a confiderable 
time fbr her, until her rnamma, think- 
ing (he had taken another carriage, deifned 
our driver to haften home; but different 
ideas rufhed upon my rrtind; ideas I dared 
not avow. When we reached the houfe, 
Laura had not arrived.. Mrs. Leafon go-, 
ing* up ftairs to undrefe, I took the oppor- 
tunity to tell Mr. Hart my fears; who in- 
ftantly . walked out in iearch of her.' Fan- 
ny, previous to our return, had retired to 
bed. When Mrs; Leafon came down, 
finding^her daughter yet abfent, (he began 
to be aiarmeij. The other boarders foon 

-came 
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came iif ; N^s. Lealbn acqfuainting them 
with the circumif ance, they immediately 
agreed to take diSereAt rtxits, znd errjoiir 
it upon the city watch to patro^ the ftreets, 
and flop all perfons paffing throtigh the 
irigbt. I vtras now left to afford aH the^ 
ooii&Jatiom, and to encourage all the hopesf 
an imagination ine^xpreifibly agitated could 
fuggeft. k degree of deKrium fdzed her 
unhappy' mother. The fluices of maternal 
grief were opened, and foirow; like a pefti- 
Icntial, exhalation, corrupted eirery pica- 
fctp. In this diftrefs we counted the fiient 
hours of night, and when the day beamed 
its rays upon us, the gentlemen returned,, 
but unfuccefsful. At this period, every 
profpe<a of Laura^'s recovery was obfcurcd. 

It was, now ncceffary tb communicate 
the painful information to Fanny*. This, if 
,poffible, I would have avoided; for misfor^. 
times are doubly barbed, when dire<fled at 
tlxe bofom of fenfibility and fympathy ; and 
thefe were among the darling virtues which 
Ihone confpicuous in the bofom of my' 
Iriend. 

This dear girl, difcovering*the litiiation 
of my mind, commanded her own jfenfa- 
tions^ Her difpofition is indeed uncom-' 
roonly ferene. The mild virtues of plaiio- 
fophy are implanted in her breaft. 

The gentlemen having rcfrcfhed them- 
Mvesi renewed their fearch. Mrs. Lcafon'^ 

mind, 
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rhindy like barren winter, prefented nought 
but dreary profpeds. Were I to attempt a 
defcription of Ttiy fufferings, through this 
day, it would fall infinitely ftiort oFthe re-* 
ality. ' ^ 

' In the evening it was agreed, by a num- ^ 
bcT of Laura's friends,' to form feveral par- 
ties, and watch certain fufpicious houfes,^ 
without the limits of the city, concluding 
it probable (he might have been carried to' 
on^ of thefe for the prefent. They accord- 
ingly, at an early hour, took their appointed 
pofts- ' 

Mrs. Leafon had refuTed every nourifli- 
me^t, and was now fo exhaufted, that we 
no fooner recovered her from one fainting 
fit, than (he relapfed into another. Clothed 
in the fable livery of affiidion, neithei* 
Fianny nor myfelf could afford her confo- 
lation. Between the hours of eleven and . 
twelve a carriage flopped at the door. I 
flew to the head of the ftairs to inform 
myfelf if any intelligence; was obtained of 
Lswra, when I heard Mr. Hart defire the 
ferVant to tell Mrs. Lea fori, Mifs Laura 
would foon be at home. Eager to give, the 
pleafing news, I was returning to the cham- 
ber, but a fudden fainting-fit deprived me 
of my fenfes, and I fell upon the floor. 
Fanny, alarmed at the noife, ran into the 
cmry to djfcover the caufc, and callin 
fome affiftsnie, had -me conveyed intb (he 
I parlour. 
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parioun. When I recovered, I obferved 
Laura in a chair near me. The friends^ 
"Virho had (hared with us in the forrows of 
the day, \y£re engaged in comforting her 
end refloring me ; while Fanny, having re- 
turned to Mrs. Leafon, was afluring her c^ 
licr daughter's fafety. 

As I have written you a long letter, I 
vfxW leave you in idea to participate in that 
joyful fcene we have now witneJOfed.. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 



LETTER LVI. 

PiiiuhlpKa. 

X HE meeting between Laura and het 
Inamma, was a real piAure of affection 
and gratitude. It was an iiiexpreffibly 
pieafi|xg event, in which words were ufe- 
iefs.' In this inftance the filent, but com^ 
prehenfive language of the eye, the en- 
dearing demonftrations of reciprocal joy^, 
evinced in their conduA, declared their real 
feelings, better than themoft ftudied ex- 
preffions. I was impatient to become ac-s 
quainted with her ftory ; but the cenfufion 
of the family prevented my wifties until the 
next day, when Mr. Hart gave me the 
circumftances of her recovery as foHows : 
*• Being concealed within view of the houfe^ 
to- which we imagined (he might have 
been carried, we remained without any 

difcoverjr 
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dtfcovery until after ten^ wlien a carriage 
flopped at the do6r. We now walked up 
to it; aad juft as they had forced Laura 
out of the door oif the houfe^ a piftol I 
had in my hand, accidentally went off, at 
which the borfest took fright* and thofc 
who had hold of her, inflantly fled ; while 
nay felf and party, ran to her affiftance. It 
wasforfome time, impoffible to convince 
her that (he was under the protedkion of het 
friends; nor has (he given us any account ^ 
of her being carried away." Thus fat 
gratified, I was obliged to wait, until Lau- 
ra was fufficiently compofed to acquaint gs 
with the manner of her being carried off. 
When (he alTured her mamma, (he was 
litirried through the croud, .and handed 
intoaxarriag<?, by a gentleman who fat id 
the box with us, who accompanied her to 
the place from which (he was refcued by 
Mr. Hart. Here (he was confined to a 
chamber, and attended by -a woman, froni 
whorn (he learnt, that (he w'as to beremoved 
furtheV into the country the next night j 
and muft take her final leave of Philadel- 
phiaj. She repeatedly a(ked, why (he: was 
thus, tcffn from all her friends? but cdul^ 
obtain no anfwer. In the evening (he was 
tc^ld a coach was come to takie her from 
ibis plajce, and (he was immediately hurrir 
ed down ftairs t^p the door froni whence, as 
abovts related^ ibfi wa^r^cutd by lVlr> Hat^ 
/ " I 2 this 
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\<?ith rcfpcft to fecuring Eliza. But! have 
"*iio proof againft her, • unlefs the letter td 
me, after Clarimont's death, will be accept- 
ed as fuch. I intend,' however,; to writd 
to Captain Evremont for his advice. My 
prefent fituation is critical. I have nd 
itiend^'in Philadelphia, wbofe duty it is to 
proted me v and fear is viewed as the child 
oi guilt. Bat why fliouldallmy happi* 
tiefs be facrificed to 4be jeabus dirpofitior^ 
•of a difappointed woman, who is certainly 
the fource of my misforturtes ? 
. ^ ^ « ♦. « k. * . * # ♦ • 

A letter 4s this moment handed mefroni 
Captain Evremont. It contains the cer- 
tain accounts of my conliii's having &Iien 
a viftim to favage ferocity, inftead of hii 
being killed at the defeat of Major Wil- 
lyjs. This intelligence he has received 
feveral ways. Yattacheu, a friendly In- 
dian, who has been fevefal days at Fort- 
Pitt, has given the moft direA information; 
of his being bunit by flow fires, near the 
14i^;ni villages. This flory is corroborated 
^ prifoncr lately returned td carrip, 

*9 taken in the feme defeat ; but for^^ 
f obtained his ranfom, through the 
fition of a gentleman trading among 
. who formerly lived in tho fame towxi 
him. . • 

Yhat hope do I encourage, which Is 
c deftroyed by the breath or difappoint- 
I 3 ment? 
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ment? Every objeift' recalls Ac tortured 
body to my view ; my heart is vrarpcd 
with the hiofl tenebrous ideas, and mif^ 
fbrtunt awaits me upon every fide. Our 
friends ftrongly attach tis to life. To paart 
ivith them is p^nfiii-^but to part with 
them, by the aggravated tortures of favage 
invention, is an infupportable reflection* 
May 1 not, in this cafe, fay, ** Memory 
thou fting !" Provid^ce has prepared a 
double portion of afflidlion for your friends 
Frequently doth the bigdmp^ burft from 
my ^yti But I will watch every murmur-* 
ing thought. 

By the fame conveyance is handed me 
a letter from Captain Glark ; a copy of 
which I fball enclofe to you ; not becaufc 
it contains any particular information, But 
the fiyle in which it is dilated, I atn fenfi^ 
ble, will be grateful to my friend. Ye 
guardian- powers, whoprcAeft the thread 
of human life, extend your watchfut care, 
to the bofom of that wildemefs, which 
cpntains Coluijibia's favourite fons ; let hot 
the nervy arms fuccefsfifl in fecuring the 
libertiesof this Weftern World, be fubdued 
by favage power % fcreen them from every 
danger, and fafely return them to more 
tranquil honour^s. 

Adieu, CAROLINB* / 

Cojy 
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■ Copy of Capt din ChkikVi's Letter. 

** Fort-Pitt. 

*^ AGREEABLY to the promrfes of 
fricndftiip, and the wifties of my owii hearty 
I improve the prefent oppoitunity to'in- 
Ijuire after my friends. 
< ' *- The deranged ftate of the army fince 
tny arrival at Fort-Pitt, has alone prevent- 
ed me from commencing a correfpondence 
fo flattering to my vanity ; and by which t 
Ihail receive the communications df a fenfi- 
fcility, tempered by judgment, matured 
by obfcrvation, and heightened by the en- 
dearing information of the welfare of many 
friends, I efteem in Hiiladelphia. Captaia 
Evrcmont had almoft difcouraged me from 
if^riting, by reading me a paragraph in one 
iof your letters, wherein youexpreis a great 
degree of diffidence in regard to addteflihg; 
me, and beg him to intercede for you. 

** I have freiquently been favoured with 
the perufal of detached parts of your let- 
ters to him, and think my friend Caroline 
muft be unpardonably diffident of her own 
dbilitcs, t>r fuppofe mtmoAconfutnmatel^ 
vain of mine ^ to exprefs a wifli, that I 
fliould overkx>k faults^ if any cxVft, beyond 
my comprchenfioh ; and which I am tiot 
'ftifficiently acquainted with Iknguage to 
criticife. 

I 4 J? You 
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•' Ycu'juftly obfervc, in youi; laft letfef 

fo the Captain, ** That many a man who 

wears the rniifimn and cockade, cannot 

reconcile the idea of partii^ wrth *his 

friends, and commencing citizen of the 

ivo id." I confefs there are fituations in 

irfe> inore grateful to my feelings, and id 

which I could be happier. I am, however, 

bleft with a di(po&tion for a military 

life, which will ever lead my inclination 

to a parallel with my duty. Your remarks 

alfo, refpcfting the uniform and cockade, 

are unhappily too true. The female mind 

delighted by appeardnecSy too often betrays 

the heart into error, mifery and ruin: 

** Encircled as we are with friends y wh^e ideds 

and wijhes are correfpondent with our owUy 

you fancy no circumjianee cafi allay our 

happinefs. " In their fo^iety?^ you add, *^ nq 

fikh^hnprinciples intrude 'j but every lord m/ty 

rxerci/e his full authority^ and receive hii 

wenjed fubmijfton. A finefchool for dejpot^ 

ifmr Your ideas are errojieous. For 

niyfelf, I am indeed fcnfibly imprefled with 

the very honourable fiation in which I an? 

placfd, 1 feel like a foldier^ but I /^^/ like 

his friend. " Defpotifm^ will never be a 

boding feature in my cbarader, although 

there are ** Plebeians'' whofe principles zx^ 

not confonant to mine, and whofe ideas 

are too contemptible for rtiy approbatiorv 

>i Several Indians haye been admitted to 

private 
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private conference with the General, arid 
thfefuperior officers; my rank does npt 
entitle me to a knowledge of their buH^ 

' ne/s, 
. ** It is thought by the aymy that we (ball, 
)«ave this place as foon as the expetSked. 
trf>ops arrive. Tell Fanny her brother came 
into camp yefterday, in good health, and de- 
fires, to be remembered to you both. 

"That my friends (hould be thus parti- 
cular .in the aifiiranccs of their efteem* 
flatters ine much : They may be affured, 
ttwt my heiiart mod fonfibly accords with 
my wiflies for. their happtnefs. Tender 
them, in return, my warmeft acknpwledg- 
Hients, ^ * . . 

' ;*' Your friends here, join with me, in] 

. the fulleft aflUrances^ of friendship to yqa 
^nd Fanny ; and ypu may believe I 
fcall ever feel my felf honoured in your cor- 
respondence,, and that my fifties for yoiic 
jiappinefe, are fincere. 

HENRY CUARK'*^ 



t E T T E R LVin. ^ 

PhikdilpUa. 

j\/l4NY things concur to ^ render me 
unhappy. The e^cpqfcd fituation of my 
friends at the Weftward—^Being myfelf 
without a pxotiedor, Fanny's ^ health. 
I 5 *Qd 
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and the melancholy certainty of my coufm*^ 
tortures, are alone ample caufes of anxiety 
and pain. Our happinefs • through life^ 
Maria, is unavoidably conneftec} w)th that 
of our friends. Captain Clark's letter, ex- 
prefles fuch unmerited encomiums, that I 
have regretted fending it to you. But you 
muft remember, my dear, it is a tenet of 
the gentlemen, that they cannot render 
themfelves agreeable toour fex, imlefs th^y 
facrifice their fincerity at the flirine of flat- 
tery. This is indeed the leflbn they have 
received, from that celebrated courtier^ 
Lord Chefterfield, according to whbfc 
ideas, no " Compliment is too grofsfor tKefc- 
fn^fle tar.** Although his lordfhip, in this 
obfervation, confined the gratefUlnefs of 
flattery to the ** Female ear** he was him- 
felf convinced^ it wasa languge pleafing to 
human nature, and Uriftly obferved it, 
upon all occafions. It would, however, 
be a pleafing idea, rf this fentiment was 
not, in connexion with others, ruinous to 
the morals of fociety. When I read his 
letters, I regret, a book fo fetal to the hap- 
. jlinefs of the community, fo replete with 
poifon to the youthful mind, (hould ever 
have been publilhed. In youth the ima- 
gination is warm, the pafGons.ilrong, and 
without incitement, they are prohe to err. 
Lord Chefterfield's accompliftiments, if a 
^haradter praftlfed in deception, and edu- 
cated 
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Cited in inlrigue, can be ftyled accomplijhed^ 
could never be fubftituted for thofe virtues, 
in which he was moll ilrikingly deficient.. 
His inftnifting his fon iii the arts of fe- 
duftion and adultery, is an- error which 
can never be approved, by the molt licen-f 
fio^s'and depraved. 

* It being the immediate province of our 
(ex, to implant the firft leflbns of inftruc- 
tion in the infant mind, let us ftudiouf-* 
!y endeavour to imprefs the opening judg- 
ment with a juft detellation of fuch fenti- 
rnents as will fubvert the principles of mo- 
rality ; for fentiments early impreffed, will 
fink deep into the heart, and greatly regu- 
late future conduft ; and even in the 
moments of a dangerous deviation, prove: 
a faith&il Monitor. By our bright exam- 
ple, may the rifmg generation be led to> 
imitate virtues, whix:h fhalladprn the name 
of Americans. 

Adieu^ CAROLiKi. 



LETT E R LIX. 

Captain Clark's. letter difcovers a? 
dcpreffiort which gives me pain ; but he^ 
is not the only friend compelled to purfue 
a mode of life, derogatory to his* wifhes.. 
The uiifortunate Mr. Gardner,, has- alfo> 

b^eoi 
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been obliged . to relinquifli the fociety <£ 
ti beloved wife ; to tear himfcif from the 

Engaging prattle of his infant chikken^ 
to quit a home, which might have been 
rendered peaceful and happy, had the 
brea^ of bis brother, been filled with that 
iyjaripatby, which is an ornament to.hu- 
R^nity. Biit there are myfteries in Provi- 
dence, which human wifBom cannot re- 
v^l 5 and we frequently fee one brother 
loaded wkh a redundance of fortune's gifts^ 
devoid of afoul to relieve angthei, equally 
disferving, who experiences the moil dif- 
treiSng wants. 

The mifer, what a fordid, worm ! Full 
of anxiety, he purfues his fpeculations; 
lie cats the bread of carefiilnefs; he 
fmothers every fparic of benevolence ; his 
charader is (haded by inhumanity ; and 
his name becomes odious,, even to hia 
friends. 

I have received a morning^s vifit from 
my aunt Noble. She had been (hopping, 
and has purchafed a variety of finery. 
,While (he has a copper left, it will be im- 
ppflible for her to reftrain her prodigal dif- 
pofition. I inquired if my uncle was 
likely to get bufinefs } She replied, there 
was no profpeft of it at prefent, and that 
Ihe foon expedted to want theneceflfaries of 
life. Strange woman, thought ^ that* 
W;ilh fuch icjeas can be thus indifcreet. 

\ . ' She 
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She acquainted me with a fecret,' which /he 
determines to keep inviolate ; but I will 
pledge my word, if (he (hould, it will be 
the firft that ever (he kept in her life. 
Nay, could I trace her to the houfes (he 
has vifited this morning, I dare aflfert, I 
(hould find it already communicated to 
every family. 

" The Colonel and fhe, have not fpoke 
tocach other for feveral days." Oldarequarr. 
rels renewed. Solomon^s words arc eftablilh- 
ed " A coptinual dropping in a rainy day^ 
and a contentious woman are alike." 

This great fccret was told before Mrs. 
Leftfbn, Laura and Fanny. Her vifit was 
(hort, confequently the more agreeable to 
her niece. She had to call at feveral places ; 
and if by accident (he fhould fall into com- 
pany with entire ftrangers to her, or her 
fituation, I would forfeit half I poiTefs in 
the world, if fhe did not acquaint them 
with all her grievances. 

I find my aunt s tears of irritability arc 
yet at comrtand. The weaknefs of her 
coodufl has Created her many enepfiies: 
She has made hcrfelf the derilion of the 
city. Many who wifh her well, in juftice^ 
to themfelves, are obliged to withdraw 
from her fociety : For however mankind . 
are difpofed to befriend the unfortunate, 
they are foon wearied with a recital of com^ 
plaints i and the lefs we prockim our care6 
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Md troubles abroad, th6 more weKMl be 
l*cfpeftcd. It is ncceffary, 3$ much as pcf^ 
fiblC) to banifh them from our own roin^s. 
The journey of life is (hort--— and it is fo% 
to mar prefent enjoyment, by a riehearfat 
of evils, or to purfue objedts as neceffary Ic 
our happtnefs, which lie far beyond our 
reach, and which, if we have the good- 
ibrtune to attain, ftill leave os far diftaut 
from felicity. Duty direftg us to enjoy 
the prefent moment, and not to haiiker af^ 
ter a fomethiqg unpoffeffed. 
** Not hapj>inefs itfelf makes good her fikmej^ 
Our very wiYht<> givgus hot- oar wife : 
. How jdiftsiDt oft tl^ thing we doat on moff,, 
^ From that fw which we doAt, felicity^** 

; It is frequently the cafe, that the ver^r 
periods, which we were fo impatient flioulcf 
f rrive, reach us wrthoul the power to fatisfy,. 
or we foon become fatiated with pofleflion. 
Unfortunately our greateft enjoyments 
proceed from the cxpedatibn- of a future 
good, we wifli to obtain a fomethVng be* 
•yond our reach, and Hope^ that friendly 
companion of human life, animates, us m 
Aht purfuit. / Thus immerfed in expec- 
tation, we hurry through tfie events of 
life, till old age overtakes us-, and *we fait 
ft viftim to its attendant difeafes* 

Let us learn to be virtuous and wife-^ 
truehappinefs will certainly enfue. I aro„ 
my dear, your affbttionate friend 

eAKOUNE. 
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t E T T E R LX. 

PkUadeJpKiS. ; 

1 HAVE Ae pleafiire ta congratulate 
my deaf Maria, upon the arrival of her 
brother^ from the Weft-Indies^ Moft: 
^eel'mgly do I wifli to addv the re-eftabliih- 
meijt pt hi« health ; but although he en- 
joy# a greater fliare, than when he left 
Philadelphia, he ia yet an invalid. Mrs.^ 
Leafon and Laura are fo far recovered w 
to be below. Faimy is at prefcnt better ^ 
but 1 fear the diforder will finally fet4;le 
upon her--^fuch repeated attacks muft ef* 
fcnti;ally weaken her conftitution. 
- I laft week, made one of a large party 
to your aunt.. She is indeed, an amiable^ 
Jenfihh^ and aecompUfiied woman. Halving 
ever been accuftoiped to the ftyle in which 
Ihe now lives^ (he is free from thofe fuper* 
cilious airs, which many of our prejent gen^ 
try ajfume. In her famiiy is the ftritteft 
regularity. Liberality is here feen without 
profufion—Grandeur without oftentation. 
- Mr. P. is a man, poflfelfcd of talent% 
which would refleci fuperior honour upon 
him, if he would confent to fill the vncancy 
in government^ to- which he has beea ^y>- 
f>ointed^ but having declined the repeated 
fifties of his country, it is his determina-i 
tion to clofe his days in private life. He 

is 
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is indeed juftly e fteemcd for the folidity of 
hts underftflnding, his unblemifhed inte-^ 
grity, and the virtues of his heart. 
' Here I was introduced to a Mrs. Wil* 
Rams, a lady, with whofe character I have 
long been acquainted, and I have no doubt 
but public fame has aifo giVen it to Maria; 
but left you fliould in this refped be/«« 
gularfy ignorant, I will acquaint you. She: 
is originally from New-England;' and 
poffeffes a ftriking levity of dtfpofition^ 
which, with an exceffivc vanity, leads hcv^ 
lo a conduft that renders her difrefpe^ted.' 
For fevcral years paft, fhe has been con- 
verfaut with the etiquette of the polite^ 
world, and lives in a ftyle, few Americanr^ 
wil! attempt to imitate. Her whole ftudy 
is, to furpafs the gay circle in which, like 
the gaudy butterfly, fhe flutters, to difplay . 
her variegated colours, and peculiar richh- 
nefs of apparel. 

In the courfe of converfation (he obfcrv- 
ed, ** It gave her grciit pleafure to antici*' 
pate the time, when a proper diftiniftion 
would be paid to the chara<fi:ers of the 
rich and elevated ; for the prefcnt equality 
' was horribly mortifying. It is now im- 
poffible to obtain any article of drefs which 
is not immediately copied by the vulgar.' 
A few weeks fince I ordered my milliner 
to make a hat in the neweft and moft ele-' 
gant tafte. Agreeably to m^y directions i# 

waS; 
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Iras fuperbly decorated* ^nd I thot^t thfe 
price itcoft would prevent imitation; but 
the fecond time I wore it, I was mortified 
to find Mrs. B. with one exaftly refcmWing 
k ; ftnd going home, I committed my own 
to the flames." 

Thk mble lady is united with a man^ 
who, by» the moft fortuitous events, has 
gained an elevated office, and the momenr 
tary breath of popularity. But although 
flic at prcfent bafks in ,the indulgence of 
her confummate arrogance; yet high as 
hcT: hufband has been raifed to honour^ 
and bountifully as his country has provided 
for him, the provifion.wiH fall infinitely 
(hott of the cdit^ of a woman who has no 
bounds tp her extrava^nce. 

From the obfervations I made upon her 
cojjduft, during the ^afternoon and evening, 
I am convinced, this motto may be affixed 
to her arms, " a //tori life and a merry one^^ 
She has forgot the times that are paft, when 
. the; occupation of her hulband placed her 
in a Sphere of life, far different from that 
in which (he now moves ; (he is alfo un- 
mindfal, that, by the voice of the people^ 
lie came into poUtic^l cxiftence; and that 
the fame voice can deprive him of his ho^ 
nours, and return him to that mafs of 
** Fulgar CitiT^i' from which he fprang. 
Her condudk is cenfured, even by her 
friends; but fancying bcjfelf beyon^ th^ 

reach 
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-reach q( envy, fiio '^ ^iV/i defiance to iht 
iof» pifperfions cf plekeian calumny J' and 
purfties her favourite plcafurcs; Mr. Wii'- 
liancia, bewildered with her ideas of grca^ 
jnefs, which fhe lineally inherits, appears 
equally intoxicated., 

In this uncertain tide of her profperity, it 
would furejy bie friendly, to remind her 
ihe may fall, and again commence the 
wife of a plebeian. But I believe fhe con- 
fider* refledion, as too laborious an em- 
ployment for a faftiionable mind. Con- 
vinced that you will excufe my deviating 
from my own ftory, I fliall ever feel at 
liberty to communicate fuch as occur to 
we ; and w hile they tend to unfold the ca- 
nity of the human heart,! flatter tnyfeif 
they will not be unacceptable to Maria. 

AdieU^ CAROLlNKi. 
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LETTER. LXI. 

FUloMphia. 

jfi FEW days fince, Fanny receiyed a 
letter from her fifter Gardner, acquainting 
her with the late feverity of her bro- 
ther: Who no fboner few this dfftrefled 
woman, placed by her friends-.in a- fitua- 
tion, which they flattered themfelvcs, 
would enable her to fupply the calls of an 
infant family, than he made a preiling de** 

noand^ 



BSdiid, for ^hat his brother owffdhira, and 
has finally obliged her to give hhn her 
obligarion, to pay him weekly, z certain 
proportion, until both principal and inte- 
reft fliall be <Jifcharged. And having late^ 
ly come into poffeflion of the houfe (he 
ROW occupies, he has greatly added to hef 
ic^lit, and requires indubitable bondfmeft 
for her puniftual paynient of it. La Bru- 
yer*s c^fervation, when fpeaking of cba* 
rafters fimilar to Mr. Gardner, is certaia* 
4y verified. ** They are neither,** fays he^ 
*• fit for friends, citizen^,, nor chriftians* 
If you admit them any merit, it is becaufe 
Ihey have mc»iey." 

Th6 unfeeling mind^ ts unacquainted 
<?ith thofe fublirae emotions, which digni* 
fy the benevolent heart; Your brother^ 
whofe breaft yields to every tender call of 
humanity, was prefent when Fanny open* 
fid the ietler. He watched her cqunte* 
nance, difcovered her uneafinefs, and urg- 
ed to be acquainted with the caufe. In 
vain did (he atfenrpt to conceal her forrow.^ 
bis diriofity was- not to bt evaded ; and 
fubmitting to his entreaties, fbe gave me 
the letter, and left the room. I hand^ 
ed it to him. No fooncr wias he ac-» 
qoaint^d with the contents, than he ad-- 
dreiled a letter to Mrs, Gardner^ in which 
he enclofed the mortgage of a houfe ta 
Havire-dc-Graoc„ begging her acceptance 
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of it ; with permiiBon to draw upon hinr, 
for the fum neccffary to difcharge Mr. 
Gardner's debt. An aft of generofity 
this, which doubly endears, him to my 
heart. Bleft with a fortune which enables 
him to indulge his philanthropic wifties, 
he is indefatigable in purfuit of diftrefled 
objefts. And confidering himfelf refpon- 
fible to the Deity, for the property he has 
bellowed upon him, he believes it his duty 
to leffen the wants of the affliAed. I am 
convinced it is a grateful refleftion to your 
mind, that thofe virtues, for which your 
deceafed Jathtr was fo juftly revered, are 
tranfmitted to his only Jan \ and that in the 
brother, the parent yet livesl ^ - 

l-eft early in life an heir to fuch immenfc 
^MPoperty, great was the danger which en- 
compaflfed him-, bat bleft with a teligious 
education, he was armed againft the in** 
citements of the world i and- viewing vir- 
tue as the only road to happinefs, be dif- 
regarded the vanities of life Free from 
the oftentatton of yout!),. Ke holds exter* 
nal pomp fis ufelefs , making it hisiendea* 
vour to alleviate human forrow , his health 
will not permit his perfonal attention to. 
bufinefs, but the mercantile. connexion hc^ 
formed immediately after his fetherVdeath, 
renders his attendance unneceffary. His li- 
berality to the Univerfity at Rhode-Ifland, 
of which he is a member^ united witk his 
. many 
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mmy public and private adls of charity^ 
render him confpicuoufly. beloved. Uni- 
form in his difpofition to do good, he ^i- 
fits the humble dwelling of poverty, arid 
privately'affbrds his affiftance ; while num- 
bers arc relieved by his beneficence, who 
know not, from whence the bounty flows, 
Hbw different is the difpofition of Mr^ 
Belmour, from the general charaAeriftic 
of the world, who are feldom affefted with 
a diftant view of misfortunes. Did the 
fons of profperity, imbibe fentimcnts fimi- 
Jar to him, how much would misfortunes 
he alleviated. We ftiould, not then fee H 
Gardner, depriving th^e widow, and the 
orphan, of their little property, to defray. 
a paltry rent, which their narrow circum- 
ftapces, difabled them from paying. Wc 
(hould not then find one brother, caillous 
to the wants of another, deftitute and de-- 
pendant^ but univerfaJ benevolence ajid 
love would govern the adtions of man. 
Pardon my repeating to you, deeds which 
will imtnortalize the name of your brother. 
And believe that the language of adul^* 
lion^ is foreign from the heart of 

CAROLINE. 
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LETTER LXII. 

PUJoiklpiia. 

Jd Y a letter received by the ,pofl: (his 
evening, from Capt, Evremont, I find^ 
he had drawn twenty days provifion* and 
ivas to leave Pittfburg, for Fort-Wafliing; 
ton the fifth of September. This fort is 
three hundred niiles from the place "where 
my letter was dated. What an extent of 
country already fcparates usf and what 
innumerable diffictilties muft the army en- 
counter, before they return to the wifhes of 
their friends! Convinced that' you will inr 
dulge me in my moralizing reflections, I 
•(hall not apologize for thofe fentiments 
which may flow from my pen, for I cannot 
avoid being thoughtful upon the prefent 
ccc^fion. That human life is of a cobweb 
texture, is an idea which fliould be impreflT? 
cd upon our minds. Tliis would* tend tp 
(ecure us through the ftornds in which we 
ride. Thofe' who have never trod the 
thorny path of forrow, would perhaps be 
difgufted with the fermonizing Caroline; 
but, Maria, although a favourite of Fortune, 
has feverely left tl^ lalh of afliiftion by the 
'repeated death of f fiends, I am therefore^ 
affured of your warmeft participation, while 
agitated with my prefent painful feelings, 
in youth we too often look with impati- 
ent 
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«nt expeAation, to thofe enjoyments which 
we fondly imagine will be connected with 
inaturer age— painting in idea, unhamber- 
td giattliaations^ and promifing ourfelves^ 
a fuccceflion of pleafures. Few of ue but 
find it a rpgged path ; or if we glide thro^ 
life in the pofleffion of all we had vainly 
pidured, old age will infenfiblyfteal upon 
us, and the infirmities of weary .nature, 
proclaim our approaching* end; and al- 
though we may have been loaded with the 
inoft flattering honours, the wrinkled mef- 
ienger of death,, whofe arrow is not bIunt-«, 
€d by the numbers it has flain, will finally 
terminate the period of exiftence. Where 
are , thofe that once crouded the bufy 
ilreets, grafping after riches, popularity aad 
farqe ? Are they not enftirined in the filent 
tomb, and become objefts unfit for fight ? 
This wrll alfo be the cafe with.us^ in a few 
revolving years : Nay, perhaps we have 
already taken the final leave of friends dear 
unto us. What are the objects which en-! 
gage our daily attention but ftiadows, that 
ipake a momentary impreffiori, and kave, 
upon recolledion, an imperfect remem- 
brance — paffing from us with fuch velocity 
as mutually to efface each olherl 

Let us not then fufFer .ourfclves to be- 
come infatuated with the foibles and vani- 
ties of the world, which too often enflave. 
us by their opinions, and frequently make 

" us 
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U6 the otycAs of their dcrifioii ; but while 
the votaries of vacant gratifications fummon 
their idle aroufements to afiift the flight of 
time, may we pafs thofe moments of relasir 
ation"^ which nature demands, in fuch pur- 
luits as will tend to ftrengthen, rather tnan 
weaken the mind. 

Adieu, CAROLINE* 



LETTER LXIII. 

Philadetphta. 

Jr ANNY lately recdved ^ letter from 
her mamma, by a Mr. Gibbins, whom* 
ftie wiflied Mrs. Leafon to accomnxxlate 
with lodgings; but the houfe was then fo 
full of boarders, it was not in her power to 
entertain him. This gentleman is nearly 
fixty years old, and a widower with a large 
fortune ; he has, however, been our con- 
ftant vifuor; and I fmcerely believe our 
landlady flattered herfelf (he had made a 
conqueft; for the whole artillery of her 
charms have been arranged upon the occa- 
fion. The' barber has been employed to 
pew model her head, and has fupplied her 
with a falfe drefs, which partially conceals 
the emblem of her age. But a few even- 
ings fincc, he made a declaration, by which 
flie difcoverd it was his intention to per* 
fuadc fome pretty girl to make him happy : 

This 
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This has induced her to relinquifli her firft 
intention, and to adopt every ftratagem, that 
Laura may become the happy being. 

Mr. Gibbins may have been handfome 
twenty or thirty years back, though at' 
pfefent no veftigeoF beauty remains; and 
he ia one of the moll illiterate beings I ever 
heard attempt to fpeak. Biit why do I 
mention thefe. Ignorance and age are not to 
beconfidered when contratted with ^for- 
tune and carriage. This gentleman differs, 
in many refpedls, fronf his fex : J^or a lady 
to have rude health is fo vulgar he cannot 
abide it. " Xhere is a certain Ibmething 
tobeexprefled to a fick wife which fuits 
the foftnefs of his difpoiition ; it gives an 
afFedionate hulband an opportunity to 
fliow his regards." A very pretty affedtion^ 
truly, that cannot be evinced, unlefs the 
beloved.objed is languifliing iii a confump- 
tion or tortured with pain ! 

Mrs. Leafon readily falls in with all his 
ideas. Her daughter is quite an invalid. 
She propofes,-Iier making a vifit to Potf- 
grave : The ride would be cf fervice to 
her health. This is artfully done before 
Mr. Gibbins. He begs not to be deprived* 
ofMifs Laura's company. Mrs. Leafon' 
is now higlily gratified. ' She then makes 
an objcfticm to her going with any of the * - 
young boarders ; and ftie cannot poflibly 
accompany her. Mr. Gibbins requert? the 

K' . ^ . horipur • 4 I 
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honour to attend her, and afllires her mam* 
ma, his chariot and himfelf are equally at 
Miis Laura's command. I fufpe^ this will 
end in a connexion ; but I am not; I afiiim 
you, envious of Laura's profpcds. 

Fanny, your brother, and myfclf, fre- 
<iuently pafs an hour with your aunt P, I 
never quit her company without regret. 
More real pleafure refults from her cott- 
verfation, than from all the circles of the 
city. I zm delighted with her family 
government. Heaven has bleft her with a 
number of children, ivho, from the cradle, 
«re taught to obey. Indeed every part of 
lier houfe appears to be directed by a me- 
chanical hand, which moves the whole fyf- 
tem in perfcft unifon. Mr. P. has added 
to his family feverai little orphans, who 
"being left deftitute of property or friends, 
induced this benevolent man to take theni 
into his houfe, thefe receive the fame edu- 
cation with his own children. He de- 
Tives an inexpreffible pleafure from the in- 
dulgence of his beneficent mind. While 
the felfifh heart, waftes its days, without 
«ver wiping the tear of affliction from the 
furrowed cheek of poverty, few partaJce 
of the philanthropy of a P. or a Belmour. 
Was the world more generally governed 
by their principles, we fliould experience 
a happinefs unknown to the prefent age. 
We Ihculd not then find one brother com- 

peHed 
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pelfed to go into diftant, and hazardous 
countries, wiiere he mull experience in- 
tiunierable hardlhips, while another con* 
tinued at home, counting his property, 
and oppreffrag the diftreffed. 

Adieu, CAKOUNE. 



LETTER LXIV, 

'Philadelphia. 

* JVlY aunt was with me a few days 
Fmcc. " A new blow^'' (he fays, " iijiruck 
at her domeftif peace '^ My uncle has been 
reflefting upon her for fome of her late 
imprudencies, and fhe, as uAial, I fup> 
pofe, returned a double fliare of inveAiye. 
Sherefolves not to continue with him ; but 
is undetermined what fteps to purfue. 

The connexion between Mr. Gibbins 
and Laura goes on rapidly. I have taken 
-the liberty to make fome obfervations tp 
Mrs. Leafon^ refpe<^ing the age of her 
daughter's gallant. With thefe (he wa5 

. rhuch offended, and replied, " It was better 
to be an old man's darling, thari a young 
matfs flave. It is not probable" (he fays 
*' that Mr. Gibbins will live a great while, 
and then what a fortune Laura will havel All 
the young gentlemen in the city, will be af- 
ter the rich widow." * Since I find how it is, 
K 2 I ^:A\ 
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Laura's lover, but have not fucceeded. He 
may be ililed one of thofc beings, >vhich 
the world denominates harmlefs and in- 
offenfivej terms, which in my view, 
designate the moil contemptible chara£ter. 
It is at once to fay they are unfit for enter* 
prize, and defiroys every idea annexed to 
the requifite qualifications of either the 
aAive citizen, the ibldier, or the real 
friend. 1 regret your mamma's indifpofi- 
lion, and fincerely wifli a reftoration to 
her former health. Make my beft refpedU 
acceptable to her. 

Adieu, cAR0LmB« 



LETTER LXVI. 

VV HEN wiH my fondeft wifhes be 
gratified? The period I fear i^ remote. 
Yet my heart continually afpires after tho 
fociety of my friends. Bythii^ time they are 
in the centre of a defart, <m all ftdes liable 
to be attacked by the beaft of prey, hourly 
cxpofed to the more voracious inhabitants, 
and continually in danger of that inex- 
preflible cruelty, which marks the lavage 
tribes. To^ enjoyment I am a flrangcr ; 
but it is unfriendly to increafe the anxiety 
of Maria. The fame Providence which 
prote<^ us, in the retired, and Icfs expofed 

walks 
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vfzlks of life, can alfo fcreen them ,ia 
the field of battle- Into the hands of an 
unening power we muft commit them, and 
may he who fways the fceptre of univerfal 
nature be their conftant protedor. 

A Arange affair has takien place in thiW 
city.. You remember the ftory of Henri- 
etta Carelefs, who was fuddenly miffing^ 
and was long fince, fuppofed to be dead. 
Her friends laft week received a letter froni 
her, which gives ihe following account. 
. ** Having for fome time, encouraged an 
attachment to a certain French Gentleman, 
who had refided feveral years in Philadel- 
phia, (he rcfolvcd to follow him to his native 
country ; and underftanding that a French 
family, who failed foon after him, wilhed 
a p^rfon to attend them upon their paffage^ 
and takt the care of their children ; having 
fuitably clothed herfelf for the purpofe,. 
ihe made appltcation to them, and enga- 
ged in their fervice. 

** Soon after their arrival in France, 
Monfieur De Lot made a vifit to the fami- 
ly in which (he wasi to congratqlate them 
upon their return. Having been intimate 
with this gentleman in America, (he feared 
he might recal her countenance ; but hi- 
ing engaged in accompliihing a piece of 
needle work for. the lady with whom (he 
lived, (he endeavoured to command her 
feelings i and learning by their conVttCz^ 
K 4 tioo; 
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lion-, that he accuftomed hrmfelf to walk 
fome time after dinner, in the celebrated 
gardens of Mr. M. an American gentle- 
•man, (he refolvcd the next day to deco- 
rate herfelf in a particular drefs, which 
had been much admired by him, while in 
Philadelphia, and to walk in the garderis, 
about the time fhe expeded he would ap- 
p)ear there. She had not been long amu- 
fmg herfelf in this delightful fpot, before 
flie faw him enter, ahd foon found ihe 
had caught his attention. 

" H&ving followed her fome way,' he 
haftened his ftep ; and overtaking her, ex- 
preffed great joy from the unexpected meet- 
ing, welcomed her to Paris, and begged to 
know what had brought her from home ? 
She replied, the circumflanccsof her voyage 
were fingulaf, and at prefeirt could not be 
divulged!. *' You will, however," faid he, 
*' permit me to vifit you, and attend you ia 
public r She affured him it was not ip 
her power, at p'refe nt, to gratify a wifh, in 
which her heart fo largely fliared. " You 
.muft indulge me," faid he, *- in vifiting 
you." She affured him, that could not 
yet be granted. ** Your ftory mull indeed 
be fingular," faid be, ** which induces 
you thus to feclude yourfelf from the foci- 
cty of one, who has 'long felt his heart 
glow, with a partiality he cannot conquer. 
Nothiogi my adored Henrietta,"' continu- 
ed 
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cdhe, ** but an engagement Thad, previ- 
ous to my vifiting America, bound myfelf 
by every tic of honour, to fulfil, would 
have torn mc from you. Confider me as 
your protedtor. Since my return, I feel 
myfelf lefs jobliged to purfuc an objedt, 
whofe condji£l in my abfence„ has render- 
ed her difguftful to me. The three years 
•I pafled in America, have changed my opi- 
nion with refpedl to the education of my 
own country, women. I have entirely loft 
my attachment to that volatile cqndudt, 
which in my view borders upon a criminal 
levity; and I am refolved to obtain ai* 
American wife. This declaration deter^ 
mined her to keep iirviolat^ her ftory ; and* 
as ftie could not fee him, while (he remain* 
ed in her prefent capacity at Madam ■■■ ■■'^, 
(he begged he would excufe.her being feen 
by him for a few days ; and infifted that he 
(hould not attend her from the place 
where they then were. She did not ho;w- 
ever, leave him, without a promife of meet- 
ing him in the fame garden in a few days. 
Being repeatedly feen together, various 
conjeAures were f xcited ; and in a fhort 
time it was^ known, that the American. 

girl who lived with Madam , was 

the perfon who met Monfieur De Lot. 
The lady with whom flie livc^d, unforta- , 
Dately was connefted , in the family with . 
which this geritleman had ioog expefted a^ 
K 5 unioaj 
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union ; flic therefore thought it beft fd 
quit her houfe, and retire to private, but 
reputable lodgings, where (he frequently 
received the vifits of her lover. Thus 
they pafled feveral months ; when the day 
was fixed for the wedding, and the next 
week, flie was to have been introdiiced to 
his connexions ; but having taken his 
leave of Henrietta one night, later than 
ufualy Ihe never faw nor heard of him 
more. NotVfithftanding the indefarigable 
exertions of his friends to recover him, and 
having paffed a year in fruitlefs inquiries, 
Ihe finally refolved to retire to a moftaftery, 
where flie has taken the veil, and deter- 
mines to end her days in a voluntary exile, 
as bufy Kfe is without enchantments to her. 
Her brother is preparing to fail in the pack- 
et for France ; if poffible, to prevail upon 
her to return to the embraces of her im- 
patient parents. Yx)ur former intimacy 
with Henrietta, and the converfation it has 
afforded in Philadelphia, will be an ample 
applogy for my relating it to you. May 
Caroline largely (hare in the afieftions of 
o-MXBiia. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 
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LETTER LXVII, 

PhiladelpMa. 

JOL LARGE packet has been handed 
me from the Weftward, It contained 
letters from my friends Evremor\t and 
Clarki That you may have fome idea of 
their fituatipn^ I (hali enciofe Captain 

. Clark's letter for your perufeL Since the 
receipt of thefe, lam doubly diftrefled ; 
and the prefcnt appearance of nature, is 
perfectly confonant to the gloomy feelings 
ofmy he^rt. The wafte and defolation 
now before me increafes my fable thoughts. 
Winter is fpreading r6und us her ferious 

. attire; but although perfonally fecured 

; againflt the ho^l of the tempeft, and the 
gripe of the froft, I cannot be infenfible 
to the fufferings of my difllant frie^ids- 
Nor do I ever approach the table, abound- 

, ing with a luxurious fupply, or feat my- 
felf by the cheerful fire, without reiterat- 
ing my wifhes, that I could impart them 
to thofe I fo much efteem. The feafon, 
Maria, which once, with all its bleaknefs 
and feverity, I moft admired, from tfie 
more extenfive focial indulgences we were 
then enabled to enjoy, is now without its 

. charms. The part I take in the wants my 
friends mull unayoidaljly experience, rea- 
ders me an unfocial companion. * indulge 

ine 
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me with your frequent letters. Writ* 
xnc every little incident which occurs ta 
you, and believe me immutably your fin- 
cere friend, - 

CAROLINE. 

Copy of a letter from Captain Clari^. 

*• A LETTER, which I have this day 
received from my friend Caroline, affords 
me mod fenfible plcafure. It calls my im- 
agination to the peaceful fcenes of dcmeftic 
life. My fancy prefents my friends in va- 
lious points of view, and leads my mind to 
the variegated purfuits in which they arc 
engaged : That they may ever be promor 
live of their beft intereft and happinefs, is 
the warmeft wilh of my heart. As my 
prefent fituation may prevent my writing 
more than a few lines at a time, my letter 
may bear mere the appearance of a jour- 
nal than an epiftle. I ftiall, however, avail 
myfelf of every opportunity, to give you 
fome account of our fituation. 

** I left Pittfburg on Monday, Septem- 
ber the fifth, in company with three other 
boats commanded by Captain Evremont, 
Captain Gardner, and Lieutenant G. 
. Nothing material occurred on our paflage 
to Mufkingum, except my difcovering, by 
an excellent glafs I had in* the boat, men 
on fliore, about two miles a-head» filing 
off through thebufhes; as I fuppofed, to 

attack 
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^ attack us. We prepared to receive them, 
and kept our lads at their arms, until we 
arrived at Mulkingum, which was the, fe- 
venth of September. We paid the compli- . 
ment of the drum, and received a falute 
from the block-houfe here. At this place 
I met many of my old acquaintance, wha 
were happy to fee me. I was delightfed 
with the fituation of Marietta, but think 
.the." Campus MartiuSy" derives i,ts princi- 
pal excellency from its ftrengtl#againft an 
Indian, rather than a "military enemy. 
We took our leave of this in a few hours, 
. accompanied by a number of gentlemen 
who were bouhc} to Belle Pre, and who 
were fo .polite as to attend us twenty-five 
fhiles beyond that place. . I think they 
paid dear for their gratification, as they 
: - had to row back, againft a current, which 

now runs about four and a half kfiots an 
hour. 

" When we came oppbfite the French 
ftttlement of Galliopolis, I was fo fick, 
i that I was obliged to fend a letrer afliore^ 

[ to Captain G. to apologize for my not vifit- 

i tng him with my . brother officers. Th^ 

\ nintli, a liarge bear fwam acrofs the river. 

I .One of my men jumped into a canoe, but 

i bruin reached the (hore before him, and 

made off. This was the fir ft large fpecies 
of game I have fecn,, during my march to 
Pittlburg, or fail thu§ fj^r down the rjv<ir, 

except 
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except one fawn. The tenth, landed kt 
the famous fettlement of Ltmeftone. Tq^ 
fay I was difappomted, would give but a 
fmall idea of the place, or my ffseliiigs* 
It is true, the land about it is luxuriantly 
fertile, and the town is happily fituated ; 
but the houfes, for fo old a fettlement, are 
contemptibly mean and badly built. Moil 
of the people are poor and lazy, and the 
ftreets abominably filthy and dirty ; owing 

, to their hf^fties being contiguous to them \ 
and from lazinefs, or fome reafon incom- 
prehenfible to me, their fufFering the filth 
and excrements to run into the ftreets. 
Limeftone is fixty miles from Fort-Wafh- 
ington. 

** The next place we landed at, was a 

.fettlement called Little Miami. It is in- 
deed a beautiful fituation, and the peo- 
ple appear contented and induftrious. 
Having reached Fort-Walhington, waited 
upon General St. Clair. The twelfth, 
dined with General Harmer ; wene order- 
ed to hold ourfelves in readinefs to 

. march at the (horteft notice. Thurfday, 
September the fifteenth, ordered to march 
for head-quarters, which is twenty-four 
miles from Fort-Wadiington. Forded 
two deep creeks during the march ; halted 
at Mill-Creek, ten miles from Fort-Wafli- 
ington; the road fo very muddy our bag • 
gage could not keep up with us j of confe- 

quence 
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<}uence we were obliged to lay in the w6ods 
on a wet piece of ground, without d blanket 
Of greatcoat, with only thin nankeen over- 
alls, and a linen jacket. 1 confefs I was moft 
uncomfortably cold, although I lay with 
my fttt to t good fire. The fog was fo 
thick as to wet my clothes through. About 
twelve at night, a large tree, fell upon two 

r of the foldiers, one of whom died in a 
fhort time ; the other was, badly wounded. 

-The fixteenth, we were impeded in our 
march, by reafon of the Purveyors not 
having W^z^^* the trees, or opened the 
road, further than ten miles; they had 
left us to find qur way out of the Woods as 
well as we could. The riflemen were 
now fent to reconnoitre, and make a new 
road into the old one, which was difcovef- 
ed three miles from where we were. 
Our baggage now came up, 4nd we got 
fcmsthing to eat and drink ; it being the 
firft time fince the day before. " It Is 
tight times with us,* I aiflure you.** 

" Thefeventeenth, reached the great M^^^ 
ami. The eighteenth, General St. Clair 
arrived from Fort-Wafliington. The nine- 
teenth, feveral large rattle-fnakes were kill- 
ed by our men in camp. 

" I cannot 

* Slant 18 a term ii|nifying a white fpol wade in the trees* 
by a hatchet, cutting off the exterior bark. In NcvEnglaod it 
U called j^r/jff|f the Uecs, aA^it iadfefigQcdata dtteato&lft'lhfti 
traveller. 
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" I cannot account for the mode in 
which duty is generally jdone in this camp; 
for I conceive it abfolutely unmttitary : But 
«s older officers than myfelf have done the 
fame tournament in the game, I acquiefce, 
though I think it a ridiculoiis mode ; but 
hope the %le will be altered, when we 
move towards the enemy, who, we are ii|- . 
formed, are fifteen hundred ftrong, and 
are determined to give us battle. So be 
it: Although I am forry our force is not 
fo refpedable in point of ftrength as nun*- ' 
bers. This day, immediately upon com- 
ing c^ my duty, I was ordered to make 
out a mufter-roll, and an infpcAion return, 
againft to-morrow! 

*' Confideration is one of the firft pro- 
perties In my eftimation of a good General j 
but to put an officer upon duty, and, as 
"foon as he comes off, to expeft three days 
bufmefs, with clofe application, to be per- 
formed in one, is a refinement beyond my 
coifiprehenfion J However, what can be, 
Ihail be done. 

" Major H. returned yefterday from 
Fort- Waftiington, but with fraall encour- 
agement, as to our baggage being forward- 
ed. This is againft me, as all my ftorfs . 
were left there, and the difficulty of hav- 
ing them fcnt to me, naturally increafes 
with my diftance from them ; however it \^ 
nothing uncommon to fpldiers, and I muft 
and will be contented. This afternoon my 

boy 



TTHE HAPLESS ORPHAN, i^j 

boy returned' to me from the hofpital at 
Fort-Wafhington. Poor boy ! the fcenes 
are fo novel, and, as he conceives, hard, 
that it aflfedts his fpirits, and makes him 
unhappy. He little thinks what fa- 
tigues and dangers are Vet to come ! In- 
deed, my friend^ I anticipate a wititer's 
campaign, in a country inhabited only 
by wild beafts, or the ft ill rnore ferocious 
bipeds of the foreft, without baggage, and 
I very much fear, in a. manner without 
provifions \ as it is clear to my underftand* 
ing, that the froft will deftroy t&e herbage 
of the country, which is the foledepjend- 
cnce, at prefent, of our bat-horfcs and 
cattle ! This anticipation, with the re- 
fleftion of having no other coverings in 
our beft fituation, but our tents, in the ' 
middlp of winter; and that vvhen on pic- 
quet, we (hall be allowed no fife, liowever 
flormy or cold it may be, I confefs af- 
fords me but little falisfadlion in the ccn- 
temptation. 

** The continual rains in this country 

muft render it very unhealthy. We have 

'but few dry nights. My tent, bed and 

clothes are always wet. Frequently do we 

beftow a benedinion upon the contradlors, 

^ for the thinnefs of our tents ; the backs 

and doors of which are made of the coarfeft 

oznabrigs, through which it rains as thro* 

' a ficvf ; thus is the country cheated, and 

the foldier impofed upon. 

J* I dined 
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^ I dined this day upon bear, ircnifbrt, 
and wild turkey. The enemy is ever on 
the watch, and (lands ready to take off the 
forctop of all who come within their reach. 
I (hall forward this to Fort-Wafliington by 
Captain Green, who is ordered with fifty 
men to that place, in order to efcort bag- 
gage to camp; from thence, I have no 
doubt it will be forwarded with the firft 
difpatches to Philadelphia. Captain Evre- 
nlont is alfo writing. I (hall, if my life 
is fpared, continue to give you fuch infor- 
mation as I believe will be acceptable tt> 
you. Remember me to all my friends, 
and be aflfured diftance wilt never le^ 
my fnendihip for you. 

HENRY CLARK." 



LETTER LXVIII. 

PKladilpKa. 

1 HEu tribute of my jdear Maria, and 
her god-mother's benevolence, are duly 
received. Accept my thanks in behalf 
of Mrs. Gardner. I (hall, by an early 
opportunity, tranfmit this token of your 
,fympathy to her; and feel affured", it will 
be received with a grateful heart. By 
letters lately from her, we learn, that by 
the feverity of Mr. Gardner, feveral re- 
fpe<5lable planters in the neighbourhood of 
Havre-de-Grace, have been reduced to 

very/ 



THE HAPLESS ORPHAN. 335 

very great 4iftrefs. The fituation of one 
of thefe unfortunate perfons, is. iacbed 
^rffliaing, 

Mr. Gai:dBer had long cxpreflcd a 
partiailar friendfliip for a Mr. Henfliaw ^ 
he availed himfelf of thpfe profeiTions, and 
hired of him a fura of money, for v^hich 
he gave a mortgage of his plantation as a 
fecurity. This property, united with the 
ftock he previoufly owned, enabled him to 
4:ommence a large fpeculator ; but finallj 
proving unfortunate, and being followod 
with repeated bad contrails, he found him- 
, felf thoufands worfe than nothing. . Mr* 
Gardner bad loaned him the money upon 
an extravagant int<?reft, but had given hind 
his honour that be would never diftreis 
either him or his family for it ; nor never 
fufFer them to be turned off from their 
cftate. But thefe promt fes were made to 
a man ia affluence, and were never meant 
to be extended beyond the period of prof- 
perity. Notwithftanding Mr. Hcnfhgyr 
had received but one half the value of 
his place, which has fince been appraifed 
.by mdifferent people ; the other half was- 
ihortly fwal lowed up by the ufurious in- 
tereft which Mr. Gardner demanded 5 and 
•this unfortunate man, who has an aged 
father and mother, befides an extcnfive 
family dependant upon him, is thrown up- 
on the bounty of his neighbours for a pre- 

* (ent 
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fcnt fuhfiftence. This, my dear Maria, rs 
one >imoiig the unnumbered rnftances of 
his barbarity. An amiable, a happy family 
are at this moment experiencing his inex- 
orable cruelty ; his furprifing parfimony 
and ufuFy ; and while they view him as 
the great caufe of their diftrefs, are loading 
him with their fevered reproaches. But 
though the heart of a Gardner is hardened,, 
and his ears deaf to their diftrefs, yet he 
who reigns above, and views with a juft 
abhorrence, his inhuman conduft, will 
finally fliower downliis vengeance upon the 
perpetrator of fo cruel a deed. Then will 
he, who now thrives by oppreffi^n^ and who 
views the diftrefs of a brother and a friend^ 
with a heart hardened by a Ipve of wealthy 
experience that fevere remorfe of confci- 
cnce^ which he has kindled by a rapacious 
mind. Then will the anger of an offended 
Deity roll upon him, and in his moments 
of anguifti he wrll regret the calamities he 
has brought upon others. It is the voic^ 
of heaven which, dcnounceth woe unto 
them who heap up wealth in abundance^ 
grinding the face of the poor, confiderrng 
not the fweat of their brow'; but who arc 
rejoicing alone in their poiTeffions. 

Adieu, cAROtiNi^. 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXIX. 

PhilMphm. 

AfE# evenings fince, the fervant ac- 
quainted me that a perfon at the door 
wilhed to fpeak with me, I arofe from 
my chair, and was paffing into the en- 
try, when Mrs. Leafon bid the boy defire 
them to walk into the parlour and deliver 
their meffage; but not having any idea 
of danger, I endeavoured to pafs her; 
when (he caught my hand, and led nie back 
into the room. -Th^ boy foon returned 
^^ith a card, which gave me an invitation 
to- pafs the next evening with your aunt P. 
^Without hefitation I returned my compli* 
ments, and affurances ©f attending her. 
When your brother came home,, 1 told 
him my engagement, and claimed the ho- 
nour of his company. The next day prov- 
ed ftormy ; but not inclining to be depriv- 
ed of fociety to whjch lam flrongly attach- 
ed, your brother procured a carriage and 
attended me to his aunt's. From the par- 
ticular invitation I had received, I cxpeft- 
ed to find a feled party affembled; .but 
upon my entering the room, difcovered we 
were unexpeded, though welcome vrfitors. 
This induced me to apologize ifor being 
out fo difagreeable an evening ; and I afr 
furedlier, my partiality to her company, 

as 
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as well fiS real pvolitenefe, which obliged 
mc to fulfil particular engagements, had 
alone induced my prerent vifit. " It is tru- 
ly/' replied fhe, " an agreeable difappoint- 
ment, for I anticipated pafling this even- 
ing alone, as Mr. P. left the city yef- 
terday, and will not return this week ;. I 
fllall therefore claim you as my companion 
until he arrives. I now began to fufpecfl 
the card a deception ; and taking out my 
pocket-book, handed it to her, requefting 
to know if that was her invitation. She 
aflured me it was not. This confirmed 
tny imagination, and has again filled me 
with fears. Watched by fo inflexible an 
enemy as Eliza, my condud, muft indeed 
be guarded; fo great is her art, I carinot 
develope her in a fingle inftance ; although 
it i& evident, (he leaves no ftratagem unef- 
fayed to complete my deftru(ftion. Thofe 
refledions, however, which refult from a 
recognition of my condud, greatly con- 
tribute to my bappinefs: To thefe I re-i 
tire with a fatisfadion, of which I can 
never be deprived by the fevered perfecu- 
tion ; they will contribute to my fupport. 
An invariable attachment to virtue, and av 
ftrid adherence to duty, will, not with- 
Handing the misfortunes we meet, facili- 
tate the journey of life. Self-approbation, 
greatly contributes to our enjoyment ; nor 
can we be depri-^d of a tranquil and hapr 

py 
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^^ py fninl, vvV»ile we reverence the di(ftate^ 

In , o( co.'ucierK f . D9 as tkou ^ould be done unto^ 

13 a ]>recepr uhich (hould early be imprelP^ 



B- 



^ *• €d upon th : heart ; and they, whofe adieus 

J. coincide ui'h this copy will enfure a per- 

j manent reward. While I continued at 

j IVJrs. P's. a billet was handed me from my 

J aunt Noble, which was written, as (he ex- 

j prefles, from her bed of Jicknefs and diftrejs. 

. * This begged my immediate attendance up- 

^ ' on her: But being convinced it was no-, 
thing more than a return of her old diforder,. 
: I felt no inclination to hurry myfelf; ^nd 

J aeccPi'dingly deferred my vifit until the af- 

ternoon ; when going to ^ the houfe, I 
found her below,^ and at her favourite 
amufement, cards. This wa?j however, a 
matter of no furprife to me, for I had fre- 
f. quently known her while at Trenton, to 

I- keep her bed, fend for her minlfter and- 

dodor, and in lefs than an hour after they 
. had left her, come down iKiirs, apparently 
in her ufual health, and devote the whole 
day. to the card-table. She pleads in ex- 
cufe for this indulgence, htrr indifppfition 
afxd difficulties ;• and to fmooth the brow 
of a gloomy imagination, plunges deep in-^ 
to error \ nor docs (he ever enjoy terfplf 
' but in ceafing to be reafonable ; for fucb 
thofe furely are, who can n^ver be happy 
but when thus employed The Deity 
lias, undoubtedly, defigned us mutually to 

. contiibute 
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contribute to the happinefs 6f each other ; 
and the love of fociety is ftrongly imprint- 
ed upon our hearts. It is a tie, which 
properly enjoyed, leads to the moft refined 
pleafures. By this focial intercourfe, our 
ideas become enlarged, the torch of know- 
ledge is lighted, and we derive a gratifica- 
tion, fuperior to every idle amufcment. 
But that mind muft indeed be peculiarly- 
vacant, which can never be at eafe, unlefs 
engaged in fcenes of diflipation; we re- 
quire fome moments for refledion which 
we cannot enjoy in a round of company. 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■** There is a lime 
For thofe who/n wifdom, and whom nature 

charrti, 
To fteal t hem fdves from the degenerate croud. 
And foar above the little fcenes of things : 
To tread low-thought vice beneath their feet. 
And footh their throbbing paiHons into peace/* 

May it be our ftudy to conquer the 
whims of the heart, before habit rivets 
them upon us. Let us aim to live agreea- 
bly to the dictates of reafon ; for a dere- 
KAion from this will Tender us truly mifr- 
rabte, while an attention to her uniform 
voice, will fix us firm as Atlas amidll the 
ftorras of life. 

Adieu, CAROLINE* 
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LETTER LXX:. . 

PhikieJphia. 

X HE anxiety I experienGC for my 
Friends, prevents . me from partaking ih 
that current of happinefs, which is novir 
overflowing the ambitious, inaagitiation of 
• Mrs. Leafon and Laura, from the antici- 
pated connexion with Mr. Gibbins. Yet 
notwithftanding my painful fenfations, I 
am obliged to decorate my expreffions m 
x\it livery of gaiety, to diflemble my feel- 
ings however difficult the undertaking. 
Deception in this refpe6l» is a double duty 
which I owe. to the friend(hip and health 
of Fanny; but it isimpoffible always to 
conceal my feelings, and (he frequently 
difcovers.the uneafinefs of my heart. Her 
felicitous friendfhip, adds a jewel to her 
virtues, and reflefts redoubled luftre upon 
lier aftions. I keep, as for as poffible, eve- 
ry painful event from her knowledge, itod 
the frcq.uent letters (he receives from her 
lover and brother, . are alfo written in .a 
ft vis of gaiety. There being an eftablifh- 
ed pofl, from this Place to » Pittfturg, we 
often have an opportunity of hearing from 
our friends, riiough feveral weeks have 
elapfed fince we received any mformation. 
This caufes the moft diftrefling ideas to 
haunt ray imagination. Forgive me, Mariia, 
L if 
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IF I indulge a gloomy propenfity. Inclina'- 
tions which wc rather encourage than re? 
prefs, are quick in their growth. 

This city is full of mirth and diffipation^ 
iyet I cannot become interefted iq the plea- 
ivarts which encircle me. Fatal premoni- 
tions deprive me of even the comforts of 
liope^ but 1 MTill not trouble you with the 
^loom of my heart 

Your brother has been making provifion 
for the two eldeft fons of Mr. Henfhaw, 
and has written. to this unfortunate man, 
iicquainting him with his intentions. I 
cannot €xprefs niy regards for a man whpf<^ 
benevolence is thus unbounded. The rc- 
laembrance of his name, will be ever fra- 
j;rant to carocine. 



LETTER LXXI. 



JL HIS letter accompanies one I yef- 
tcrday received from C^iptain Clark, wWch 
by your particulai'-iiefirc I have enclofed 
to you. A^*^ou.cxpe6t to be In PblJai. 
delphia within a few weeks, 1 fend the 
original, knowing upon your arrival I ftall 
- receive it from you. This will more 
fully cotivince you of the fituation of our 
, ' friends, than any animadvcrfions I could 

make 
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make upon it. Indeed I am not at prefent 
difpofed to corrcfpond ; no, not even with 
Maria ! 

Adieu. 

Captain clark/0 Caroline francis. 

'*YOUR laft letter, while it evinces your 
friendftiip/I confefs gives me pain, by the 
difcovery of your anxiety. You muft not 
fufFer the fituation of a foldier to impede 
your happinefs. Captain Green, upon 
his return from Fort-Wa(hington, told me 
he had given our letters to a» difpatch 
which left that fort for Pittfburg; from 
thence they will be immediately forwarded 
to Philadelphia, by my friend Mr. T. I 
wifh this letter could picture to you'a more 
agreeable profped than my laft j but my 
anticipation in that, refpedting the pea vine, 
our principal dependence- for the fupporf 
ofouihorfes, &c. and all the herbage of 
the country, except long fourgrafs, and 
decayed leaves, is now cut off: The 
4iorfes are enfeebled and die dai ly • we had 
only a few bags of flouron band for the 
fupport.of the whole afmy, until thearrival 
of the brigade of fixty horfes, with which"' 
Captain S. came ; and they only brought 
three days provilion. On the road they 
met a brigade of horfes, which left us three 
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<Jays ago 4 but the badnefs of the road rea* 
dered ftill worfc by the heavy rains, had 
vrovn thehorfes down, and difcouraged the 
ptick-horfc mailers^ who, Captain S. in- 
forms, fwcar (hey will not return i 

** Our Ctuation in a few days will be 
critically diftrcffing, if Mr. D's agents have 
no other dependence for the tranfportation 
of provifion to tis than tbe prefent fet of 
liorfes belonging to the array. Heaven 
knows the poor creatures cannot bear but 
Jfittle, if any burden; and a few days or 
"iveeks, will fimfh the campaign with moft 
i^fthcm. 

•* The Indians have taken fifty-fix 
liorfes from Ludlow-Station, the night be- 
fore laft- This jphct is between Fort- 
Walhington and our camp. It feems to 
be their adopted policy to capture our 
lidrfes; and is, beyond a doubt, the moft 
cf&ftual mode of preventing the expedi- 
tion againft the Miami towns, as 6ur army 
cannot move without horfes to trarifport 
their neceflary proyifions and ftores. The 
pack-horfe mafters t)f our own camp, on 
counting their horfes, mifs one hundred, 
^hich are alfo fuppofed to be taken by the 
Ifidians. 

0:^^er 22<f. 

^* SINCE ! wrote the above, weliave 
marched, cutting the road as we went, 
fome days more, others lefs, undergoing 

cold^ 
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cold, fatigue, and hunger ; for our ratios 
are now reduced, until a further fupply 
fliall arrive. This has occafioned Cxty of 
the Kentucky militia to leave us^ and the 
remainder fwear they will not ftay, unlef$: 
they are allowed their ufual pisovifions^ I 
fliall be obliged tt) leave all my baggage^, 
except what I can carry in my knapfack, at 
this garrifon, as we are not to have bat- 
horfes, and I am informed we are to ad- 
vance twenty m9es further and build ano- 
ther fort: So be it : But it is hard to have* 
our neccflaries fcattcred throughout fuch a. 
wildernefs as this t 

" We are ordered to hold ourfclvcs ia 
f eadinefs to march at the fliorteft notice j,* 
I expefik' this, will be to-morrow.. I have at 
prefent a naoft yiolentcold in my head and 
limbs ; "however, flatter myfelf, that to- 
morirow I fliall feel more equal to my duty. 
I am indeed at prefent, tlic only Captai^ 
tn our regiment, who is well enough to d<x 
any duty. My indifpofition obliges me 
. tofliorten my letter. jCaroline, you know 
my heart, and I doubt not will communir 
cate my fincere wiflies, for the happineii 
of my friends in Philadelphia. . . 

^ With refpcdt and friendlhipj^ 
I am yours, &c. 



^, 
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LETTER LXXIL 

Phibddphis. 

My laft letter from the Wcftward, 
if pofliblc, has added to my <lepreflion. 
Caiypfo, you know, 4¥as inconfolable 
for the lofs of Ulyflcs, and all the beauties 
around her only heightened her diftrefs. 
Thus it is with Caroline. Fanny, although 
pofTeffing a greater command of her feel- 
ings than myfelf, fuf&rs 'mtxpttWtAy by 
her fears. I have at prefent^ Ltile'vcliflt 
for fociety ; but my wifli to amufe my 
drooping friend, forces me from home. 

A few days fince, we fell in company 
with feveral of thofe very .polite young 
gentlemen, who rather than give others the 
trouble to talk, engrofs the converfaticm 
themfclves. I dare fay you frequently 
meet with thole coxcombs, whom nature 
has rendered vain, by bellowing upon 
them a likely face. Intoxicated by their 
perfonal charms, they view, with contempt, 
^the fentlmerital and improved companion. 
Thefe fimple pretty fellows, are, in thtir 
own opinions, accpmpliftied charafters. 
Having acquired a few ccrrjplimcnls, «nd 
plundered the didlionary forthemcftk-. 
toured expreflions, they arrange them 
into unintelligible fentences, to which they 
ftfix a few oaths, as an additional elo- 
quence 
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quence to their difcourfe, imagining them- 
felves equal to the moll celebrated philofo- 
jAers; they foar into the ethereal fpace 
for their expreffions, and leave a common 
underftanding, at a lofs for their' ideas. 

I foon took my leave of this compai;iy. 
The cheerful fife fide of Mrs. Leafon, is 
far preferable to the conyerfation of fuch 
triflers. Vifiting irs defigned as a relaxation 
to the mind; and we feek entertainment 
abroad, that we may indulge thofe focia! 
feelingis inherent in our nature. Agreca« 
ble fociety mutually improves the ui^der« 
itanding ; but the vague prattle of the cox- 
comb, can never enlarge the ideas. Vani-» 
tylsfaidto be peci|liar to our fex. Is not , 
this a fentiment t>orn of prejudice,. an4 
nurfed by a partial imagination^ Vanity 
is invariably the companion of an empty 
mind; and an intercoucfe wiih the world 
certainly exhibits as many vacant heads in 
one fex as in the other; nor is beautylefs 
deftrudive to the underftanding oif tb^ 
gentlemen, than of the. ladies. 
. I am fmccrcly yours, 

CAROLIKK*' 



L B T T H R LXXIII. 



W ILL you believe me, Maria, Ac 

bearer of your laft letter, Mr. Trevers> 

L 4 preteads 
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pretends to a violent paflion for your friend. 
Let not this information imprefs you with 
an idea of my being vain. I am fenfible 
Vft often miftake attention for love ; but if 
the moft languifliing expreffion of the eye^ 
the moft paflionatelanguage of the tongue, 
and the moft affiduous conduct, denote 
affeflion, the youth feels the pang. It 
feems, Maria, you have been faying many 
civil things of your friend, and he ac- 
knowledges he meets me prc-attached. Why 
did ypu not alTo tell him of my engage- 
ments.^ but even this, I apprehend, would 
not have difcouraged him ; for I find he is 
fo mycb in love with himfelf, that he will 
not eafily^ be brought to believe, any can 
be indifferent to his charms. 

As you alk my opinion of {iim, I wilt 
candidly acknowledge, that to me, h^ ap- . 
pears to be one of thofe empty-headed 
youths who are deftitute of intelletls fuf- 
ficfent to entertain you for a fingle hour. 
NotwitbSanding he has knocked hts head 
againft the walls of a college, and taken 
the four of the Siafes,^ he has not acquired . 
/uflkient underftanding to render himfelf 
agreeable^ uor^ouU ail his pKjperty, for 
he tclJs me be is " He^r to a great eftate," 
compenfate for the vacuum in his brain. 
In company he hgs a trick of playing, in- 
ceffantly, with the chain of his watch ; to 

tender. 
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render more obvious, I conclude, maiiy 
expenfive trinkets annexed to it. 

I afked faim^ a few days iince, « if he 
was fond of reading, and offered to lend 
him (bme entertaining authors, in hopes 
of lofing a few of his morning vifits; 
but in his great gaHantry, he replied, at 
the fame moment (queezing my hand with 
the .mod imaginable fondnefs, that** My> 
company was vaftly to be preferred to to* 
infipid an employment}" and that four 
years hard ftudy at college. Had fickened^ 
him of book^. What a gaiUant youth have 
you introduced to me ! He has had an en- 
tertainftient fince he has been in this city,, 
and I am told, fet the tables Himfelf ; ami' 
that he is really accomplifficd in this bufi- 
nefs. Such an Huffiand might be very 
ufeful upon thcfe occafions : But the man 
to whom I give my hand, Maria, qiuflr ^ 
have an underftandihg, infinitely fuperior 
to what I can pretend: A mind ifettered- 
with ignorance isoinfit for focial happinefs,^ 
«id fliall Jiever. command the Jieart of 

CAROLINE^ 
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j[\ N accident, yefterday, brought me m- 

•D Ifie company of Eliza. I had engaged^ 

h,5i^ -tft) 
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to accompany a little party to a tea-houfe^ 
ievcn miles from town. When we alight- 
ed we were told the houfe was crouded ; 
but that a party who had dined there were 
preparing to return > and that this room 
ihould be referved for us, if we would for 
the prefent (lep into a fmall one adjoining 
it. This room was a paflage to that in 
which the company was. We had not 
been long featcd, before fcveral gentlemen 
and ladies pafled through it, who being 
acquainted with our party, infilled wc 
ihould join them. To this they cheerfiilly 
agreed. Our addition to their fociety gi- 
ving them new fpbits, they propofed to 
pafs the evening ajid have a dance. I had 
been with this company but a (hort time, 
before EHza, with two other ladies, enter- 
ed the room. I refolved, however, not to 
render the evening painful to my friends ; 
but) as they had made the excurfion for 
Ifleafure, to fupprefs feelings which invol- 
untarily occur, when I confider her as the 
caufe of my Wretchednefs. 

In the party in which I was, I felt fe- 
cure from her malice, whatever the diftates 
of her heart might fuggefl. Mufic was 
accordingly procured, and your friend, Mr. 
Trevers^ folicited me to engage myfelf as 
hia parti^er for the evenings but having 
uniformly difcouraged his attachment to 
me, I lefufcd to comply with his requeft, 

by 
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by pleading a previous engagement. Ua* 
* fortunately he obtained Eliza for his part • 
ner^ and was placed the next couple to 
me. This gave him frequent opportunities 
of difcovering his gallantry, which induced 
him to fay many foft Aings to your friend. 
Th^fe i would ^n haVe confidered as un- 
meaning fentences often repeated to us 
, without defign to make impreffion upon 
the mind ; but fo much did I engage his 
attentbn, that he was deficient in his po- 
litenefs to Eli^, and frequently repeated 
to her the paffion he experienced for me. 

Mr. Helen, the gentleman with whom 
I had the happinefs to dance^ was in his 
pcfibn elegant, in his manners accomplifh- 
cd, while virtue appeared to elevate his 
mind and invigorate his imagination; and 
the evening pailed in the indulgence of 
that innocent gaiety which delineates the 
features of youth- I could not, however,, 
feel that tranquillity I ftiould have experi* 
cnced had Eliza been abfent. Fanny V 
health did not permit her attending us : 
Her indifpofition deprives her of mcany 
gratifications; but flie ihines in the hours 
of ficknefs, and has a difpofitiqn fweetly 
fubmiflive to the will of beaver^ When 
Hygeia (hall forfake my cheek, ana the pal- 
lid mcflenger of incurable difeafe denounce 
the irrevocable decree, may I feci that re-. 
fignation winch is fb ilriking in my friend: 
Adieu, Caroline. - 

XstteR 
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LETTER LXXV. 

jLT ts in vain. I find I cannot get 
^ rid of my lovc-fick Damcm ; he is the moft 
perfevertng lad I ever knew. I infagine he 
llaUers himfelf, that if he could obtain my 
hand, my heart would foon follow , but 
love nluft be free. The aflfeftions cannot 
be forced. Perhaps he is indifferent to the 
acquifition of the heart, and is only folicit- 
ous for the perfon of your friend. I be-"- 
Tieve he thinks, that the fcrvice of plate, 
^hich he has taken peculiar care to, ac- 
quaint me he has making in this city, anJ 
for which he even wiflies my tafte, with the 
elegant houfe his father is now building* 
together with a fuperb carriage which 
is nearly completed^ will finally tempt 
your friend. But I am refolved not to 
Tacrifice my happtnefs to pride. All thefe 
things havi their Vnfluence. I .Ihall have 
no objedtion to (hining in an elevated fitu- 
ation with the man I love, nor of expe* 
riencing a few wants with him who fharea 
my fmcere affections. Are thefe fenti- 
ments worthy of Caroline ? 

Mr. Helen has politely called upon me. 

He increafes upon an acquaintance. I 

dare not fay half I really think, of this 

^ ' charming 
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eharming young man. He infenfibly eit- 
gages the heart. Be under no apprehen- 
(ions refpeding C^tam. Evremont : My 
afFedtipns are not diminiifhed for him. 

This letter will be handed you by yopt 
brother, who can give, you every mfornia-*' 
ifion of 

Caroliiw^ . 
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PiiladelpRiaw ^ 

1am flattered^ Maria, \vith ihefrlend- 
Ihip of Mr. Helen. His underftand- 
ing I efteem, and his. fenjttments re- 
fle£t an honour upon l^js'educalion. 'Tinfe 
glides imperceptibly in his fociety. 1 an> 
improved by his vifit«. Attached to th6 
company of the ladies, he frequently paff- 
cs an hour with us. He is iiideed ai con^ 
traft to Mr. Trevers. In the one, w^ 
•difcover the ignorant, but haughty youths 
proud of hts wealth, defpifing the opih- 
ion of the world, laughing at every moral 
fentiment, addreffing you ia a language ret. 
plete with indelicacy, entertaining you 
with his intrigues, his riches, and himfelf. 
His converfation is indeed a repetition of 
cgotiffti, painful to a delicate ear, and dif- 
gutting to a virtuous mind. The other 
« exhibits 
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exhibits a manrmefs of fentiment, and a 
purity of judgment, which fecurcs t^c ap^ 
probation of the fenfible and refined : He 
boafts not of his poiTeflions or merits, but 
unfolds a heart adorned with virtue, and 
purified with knowledge. Having aflbci* 
ated with the amiable of our fex, he is our 
advocate and friend. That he may obtain 
a companion for life, whofe virtue^ (hall 
immutably fecure his happineis^ is the 
wilh of 

Caroline. 



LETTER LXXVII. 

Piikielphia. 

In the bofom of friendfhip I feck 
tfajgU canfolation the world cannot beftow* 
How fuB the meafure of my wretched- 
nefs f — Read the following ;— 

** From this moment I relinquifti the 
nattering idea of a Connexion, which, iji 
imagination, has produced fuch fcenes of 
ftiture happinefs. Your duplicity evinces 
you unworthy my affedtion ; and although 
It is hard to diveft myfelf of feelings I 
have lorjg encouraged, I am rcfolved to 
take the final leave of an objed unworthy 
of my heart. In this determination, I feel 
the ftruggle of a finocre afFedion. I re- 

^ ludaatly 
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lu€kant1y purfue a conduA, which nothing 
but the indubitable proof of your deceit^ 
could induced me to adopt. My very par* 
ticular, friend, Mr. L. who ^as lately upon 
a party with yoy, and witnefled your be- 
haviour, and the attention you then receiv- 
ed' from your rival lovers, has given me tbe 
information. Had it not come from him, 
"I fliouH have fufpeded the truth ; I ftould 
not have believed ycu capable of trifling 
with a man, who has thus uniforrnly de- 
monftrated his attachment. I Vrtll not, 
however, look back to fancied felicity, to 
encounter my prefent feelings; it is necef- 
fary to fupprefs every rccolleftion of the 
paft. You have long fince been convinced, 
that it was not a mere fentiment of tender- 
nefs which aAuated my bofom, but anaffcQ- 
tion refined and elevated by that ftiow of vir- 
tue which I flattered my felfyou reallypoflefl?- 
ed; and which my partiality prevented nie 
from difcovering was, the vague drapery of 
an unworthy mind. From this moment I 
will endeavour to banifti from my heart, 
forever, the loved image pf Caroline. I 
will take a final adieu of an objedt which I, 
falfely, hoped to call my own. ' I will for- 
git thofe fweet ideas unmingled with a 
vicious paffion^ and if poffible, rife fupc- 
rior to my prefent^ deprelBon ; yet I can- 
not clofe my letter, without repeating my 
wilhes for your happinefe, and cautioning 
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you againft deception. , The charader of 
a^uct M truly defpicable. Trifle not 
with the feelings of your prefent lovers, 
•but early decide your choice. Treat theim 
with candotir, and believe a generous mind, 
will be more ftrongly attadied by an opea 
behaviour* Once more, a long, a final 
adieu. 

WILLIAM EVRBMONT." 

In the above letter, I trace the mali- 
cious difpofitton of Eliza. Free from tRe 
unjuft afpcrfions caft upon my condu<^ 
confclence does not impeach my behaviour, 
Had Captain Evremont beenprefeni, lam 
certain he would have approved my ac« 
tions. I require fome friend to adyife 
with, in my prefent (ituation ! A brother 
to interfere in my behalf! To whom fhall 
I apply ? It is neceflary to make fome in- 
quiry of Mr. L. that I may know if he 
will acknowledge fuch a letter ! I cannot 
my felf appear in the affair! Mr. Helen is 
my friend, but not my lover ! He is gen- 
crops 1 He is lihcere ! Will .it be proper 
• to imereft him in rtiy caufe ? Confult your- 
mamma; fhe will confider me as her 
daughter, and advife rac as fuch. Let me 
receive your immediate reply. I cannot 
relinquirfi my partiality, nor fuffer my 
conduct to be reproached. This is an im-- 
portant moment to yowr unhappy friend, 

CAKOiilKE. 
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L E T T.E R LXXVIIL 

PMadelphta. 

X THANK you for your attention to 
my laft, and ffiall, in every inftahce, 
follow ihc advice of your mamma. t 
Jiiave made Mr. Helea my confident. 
He is the only perftm in this city, wh6 
knoMTs the fituatfon of Caroline. 1 plead 
to Fanny and Mrs. Leafon^ for the de- 
preffion of jny fpirits, an mdifpofition of 
body. 

Mr.L. k iio%tunate[y fr6m home, but 
is expeAed in town to-morrow. Eyerjr 
delay adds to ihy wretchedncfs. The fin* 
cerity with, which Mr. Helen chgag&s id 
roy bdialf^ venders his ftiendflitp an ac*^ 
^ttifitiM. I tun Qonvinced of youc inteT'^ 
eft in my a£Bi<5lions, and that your friend-i 
(hip Nvould induce you to leflenmyfufTer'* 
ings i 'but, Maria^ I amp^pculiarly wretch-' 
cd. ' , 

A£dki» cARdLiKS. 



LETTER LXXIX. 

PnUadelfflda. , 

Helen has called upon Mr. L. 
He difavows any knowledge of thii 
affair, and has wiitten to Captsiin . Evre*^ 

mohl 



Mk. 
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metit upoo the fubjcft, by the poft. This 
wiM ftirely convince him of the deception. 
To his letter I have added ^ui account of 
the party tn which I n^tEIlea, reminding 
htm of all her plans againft me ; and I 
flatter myfelf to «afe prejudices excited 
by her malignant fpirit. How have my 
ikyiB been ftiadcd f Even thofe moments al- 
lotted to amufements, are tinged with for- 
row. The being, poffeflfcd of a mind 
reftlefs for revenge, fabricating mifchicf, 
and aiming to blail the little buds of plea^ 
fure, which now and then prcfent them- 
felves in the defert of life^is alike ah objedt 
of our pity and our fear. 
' I ani impatient for thefe letters to rea^ 
Captain Evremont. M^y lio circumftance 
in^>ede their way. While I fufl^r in his 
op'mion, my mind is iar tirom cafe, my 
heart a ftranger to joy. 

Adieu, CARCLUiE. 



LET T ER LXXX. 

miadelpiia. 

When I perufe the lines diftated by 
the friendly hand of my loved Maria, 
my imagination prefents her, pofleffcd oJF 
health, poffeffed of happinefs ; for which 
I call my eyes to heaven, with a heart 
warm with gratitude, and in the moft 

ferveat 
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fervent ejaculations, thank the benefi- 
cent Difpenfer of every blefling, and 
folicit their continuance. That mind 
alone, which is warmed with the delight- 
ful fenfations which friendfliip irifpires, can 
realize the blifs I feel. Were it not for thefe 
frequent tokens of your affedion, I flibuld 
fink beneath the weight of my afflidio^s. 
I flatter myfelffoon to hear from Captain 
-EaasaaaBi. J^kaoA m;I& the haats mikd 
morenqpidly. The wheels d^ maa^MSam 
.q^ased liklf ib 4iUaiory , and with my 
peeittc friend I am difpofed to exclaim, 
€4 Whirl faft around, ye radiant globes of light. 
Roll on ye hours, add rapture to your flight 
Till he returns, then fiop the wheels of time. 
In one fair morn, eternal and fublime.'* 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 



L E T T E R LXXXi. 

. Philadelphia. 

J N anfwer to the flattenng fentimcnts 
with which jodr laft is introduced, I 
can only obferve, that your partiality 
and politenefs are equally apparent. The 
many encomiums you arepleafed to beftow 
■upon nue have no claim upon my vanity ; 
a confcioufnefs that they are not mejited» 
biit originate from the friendlhip you have 
. fo , long ^vtn^ tot me^ \yill ever operate 

'as 
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as a repellent againfl the baleful influence 
of a vam imagination. ' * 

You complain of tfie fliortnefs ©fmy 
letters. *I nave been, and continue to be^ 
loo anxious to correfpond. 

Fanny has. received a letter from your 
coufm V he is appointed Brigade- Major to 
General Hill. J fincerely rejoice with. her 
in the pleafure (be experiences upon this 
Gccafion. Nothing can fwrpafs the emo- 
flons of a feeling mind, when.it burfls the 
fcal of a friendly epiftle. They are indeed? 
joyful mefiengers, which mitigate the pain- 
ful feparatton of kindred fouls. It is the 
anticipation of a letter from Captain Eyre- 
mont, which enlivens my dreary profpeftf. 
1 feaft upon this folacing refledtipn ^ it ani- 
mates my torpid mind. The attentrbos* 
©f Mr. Helei^ wouid^ if poffible, make 
me forget my Mrretchednefe; but the wqund 
of my heart, Maria, cannot early be healed- 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 



LETTER LXXXIT. 

PMaidphia. 

Emerged, my dear Maria, from the 
firft impreffiotis of my diftraAed mind, 
I fly to my pen. The melancholy accounts, 
from the weftern ^ army have involved 
fne in uiiutterable diftrcls. While nou- 

,rifljing;. 
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^fliirig-the pleafurablc' anticipation of a 
reconciliation with Captain Evremont, I 
was unmindful of the dangers to'wTiich he 
wa^ expofedj and totally unprepared for 
the dlftrefling event. The objed upoa 
which t fondly placed my expeftation of 
future happineis, to whom I looked for 
prdteftioniind advice, is far removed from 
me. . Infupportable idea ! He has left the 
wortd alienated from Caroline. I cannot 
Kfp/but in the mod feeble accents, the bit- 
ternefs I feel. Can my exhaufted nature 
fuftain fd fevereaftrokei My eyes arc 
dim with forrow ; a omiverfal languor is 
difFufed through my frame. The tear 
which often relieves the troubled mind, h 
congealed; the pearly drop is petrified. I 
am inadequate to the offices of fiiendfliip. 
<51adly would i pour the balm of confola- 
tion intotbe tortured ^mind of Fanny, but 
I am incapable of every fobtbing attention :; 
and if I attempt to evince my fympathy, 
ray cxpreflions fauker— every face is mark- 

■ ed with the fignature of forrow. 

My friends, Captain Gardner, Clark and 
<jreen are alfo among the llain. Yes, Ma- 
fia, they fell equally diftingmfhed by their 
bravery and honour, and univerfally re- 

- fretted for their united virtues. But I 
will for the prefcnt^ leave the melancholy 
fubjedt. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 

>JLETTER 



^ 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 

JVj. Y diftrefs muft apotegtzc for thd 
negledl, in my laft, in not participating^ 
with you in behalf of your coufin, wbofc 
name, I am told, is upon the lift, of the 
wounded. My hahd trembles while I 
write— my mind fhudder^; when I recal the 
diftrcffing fcene — every pleafing expedla- 
. tion is inadtive — my fituation is, beyond 
idea, wretched— all hope is fled. Had I 
been deprived of Captain Evremont, pre- 
vious to. the lafe fatal conduft of Eliza, I 
fliould have had a confolation to which I 
am now a ftranger. To fufFer in theefti* 
mation of thofe we love is diftrafting to 
our reflexions, and increafes the wounds 
of the heart. Your coufin is, I find, left 
to regret the lofs of his particular friend. 
General Hill. This defeat alike invokes 
the affediohate, parent — the wife "beloved, 
and the amiable filler in the moft compli- 
cated diftrefs. The throb of anguifh, now 
tears the parental breaft— many.of wliom 
are mourning for an only child. The moft 
torturing ideas will corrode the happinefs 
of difconfolate widows, while fifters anrf 
friends, juftly partial to the merits of the 
deceafed, will mingle the tears of affeftion 
aod forrow.* The delicate fituation of 

Faariys 
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Fanny^shealth, if poffible, adds to my dif-/ 
trefs upon this melancholy occafion. 

Thofe who difcover the violence of their 
grief by ftrong expreffions, or great agita- 
tion, fooner recover from affliction, than 
thofe whofe filent fufferings prey upon 
their fpirits, deftroy their health, and. 
frequently render them vi6lims to their 
misfortunes. Thi$ I fear will be the cafe 
with my dear Fanny. 

' The bullets wliith know no diftindtion-, 
in this defeat, have deftroy ed the flower of 
the army. I am anxious to be actiuainted 
with the frue fituation of our furviving 
friends, and often fpare a figh for the lofs 
of my country. 

While adverfity purfues your Caroline, 
may it fublimate her virtue, and raife her 
far above the imcertain fruition of earthly 
pleafures. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

FhikdelpUa. 

1 HAVE received a letter of condo- 
lence from your coufin. It is tender and 
fympathetic. He obferves, there- are nt) 
refledtions to embitter the recolleftion of 
Captain Evremont, as he died like a fol- 
dier,and was, he flatters himfelf, inftant- 
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ly tranflated to the realms of blifs. Il af^ 
fords peculiar fatisfadlion, that he was not 
left upon the field of battle to encounter 
the laft pangs of diffolution, with the ad- 
ditional fufferings of favage torture, but 
that he received a fudden tranfladon from 
earth to heaven. Thefe refledions pre- 
vent many diftreffing ideas, which would 
irefult from an apprehenfion of his having 
been left without a friend, expofed to inr . 
fult, cruelty and diftrefs. Yet my bofom 
labours with its weight of forrow. 

His letter expreftes a very fenfible re- 
gret for the lofs of Mr. /Gardner, and. his 
Tiighly efteemed friend, .General Hill. 

May this unfortunate day, ftand unpar*- 
alleled upon the hriftoric page. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 



1. E T T E R LXXXV. 

PAilsdelpira. 

Convinced that Maria v.iii be a 

participant with me, and th^t the plaintive 
vcSce of unfeigned forrow, \viit deeply in- 
tereft your heart, Ihave frequent recourfe 
to my pen. It is a luxury thus to un- 
bofom my afflidllon. 

What adverfe ftorms await me t What 
unnumbered accidents* mar our felicity J 
Thofe fweet aaoments which bleft lue with 

the 
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the fociety of my friend and lover, are gone 
forever ; they cannot be recalled : But aF- 
ihough the vital fpark has ceafed to ani- 
mate his decaying, body, and his limbs are 
now ftiifened by the hand of death, I looki; 
^ith pleafing expedation, to that period, 
when our kindred fouls Ihall meet in the 
re^on of uninterrupted felicity, to renew 
cmr friendfhip, and never part. Oh, bal^ 
my hope! what a fweet ingredient artthoA 
in the cup of life! Your coufin's letter to 
Fanny mentions, that Captain Green, hav- 
ing difcovered thenjoft undaunted brave- 
ry, received a wound fn his hip, which 
rendered him unable to ftand 5 and as n^ 
attention was paid to the wounded veterans 
he was left, when the army retreated,: with 
many unfortunate deferving men, fitting 
upon the way-fide^ encouraging them in 
their retreat. 

My friend. Captain Clark, not with-" 
ftanriing he had been engaged through the 
whole-battle, in the early part of which he 
received a wound in his ancle, wasfliame- 
fully Id't to coyer the retreat of ihe flying 
armj. Having tied his handkerchief over 
the wound, he returned five miles from the 
fpot upon which the engagement dom- 
menced, when, grown faint with Jofs of 
blood, he begged his men to haften xm witb- 
out him, and as he muft die, infifted they 
ihould not ojcpofe their lives upon his ac- 
^ count i 
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count ; but at this inftant a horfe was ob^ 
taincd, and as his friend was affiiling hint 
to mount it, a ball^ commiffioned by hea*-* 
ven, ended the life of a real foldier. No 
weeping connexions attend the body, to 
pay the laft fad offices of humanity. No 
tolling bell announced the melancholy 
event -, but, with many brave men, he lies 
cxpded to the infult of every barbarian, 
l^arcely can I fupport the colouring with 
which my imagination paints the fufierings 
of my friends" The frequent letters of 
Maria will be necef&ry to flrengthen the 
glooomy mind of 

CAROLINE. 



LETTER LXXXVI. 

PhUadelphia. 

Receive, my dear Maria, my fm- 
rere and gratcf*ul acknowledgments, for 
that w^rm participation; you fo feelingly 
cxprefs, in your laft letter^ for m^clf and 
Fanny. The prefent painful event, has 
indeed involved us in real afflidions. 

Though thejoff of friends is ever pain- 
ful to the feeling and fympathetic, there are 
circumftances which mitigate thefe una- 
voidable affliAions, and certainly it is no 
inconfiderable one, to be allowed, by hea- 
ven, to contribute^ though but in the fmall- 

eft 
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eft degree, t6 the comfort of their depart- 
ing momenta, to receive their laft injunc ' 
tions. and to pay the refpedk due to their 
memory. But thefe pleafmg, painful gra- 
tifications are denied upon the prefent af- 
feding occafion, and the bodies thus dear 
to the recolledlion of congenial friends, are 
not only fallen a facrifice in a diftant coun- 
try, but have become the plunder of the la- 
vage tribes, from whom we cannot expeft 
lefs than barbarity and abufe. Could I fe- 
led the melancholy remains of thofe depart- 
ed heroes, and depofit them in one friendly 
vault, then would J indulge the luxury 
which would refult from moiftening the 
facred fod, and guarding it againft the rude 
feet of dilrefpeftful intruders. But, alas ! 
every. friendly office is denied; and were 
it not for the fragrant refleftion, which alone 
perfumes the gloomy mind, that the foul, 
that fuperior and immortal part, is fled, 
far beyond the former confines of its foli- 
tary prifon, and is beyond the reach of 
mortal rtfentment, we fhould be encircled 
with an impenetrable night, and pierced 
with fuch additional arrows, as would 
convey incurable poifons, contaminate 
every enjoyment, and canker every focial 
pleafure. But this idea, illumes the men- 
tal hemifphere ; it leffens the.afflidion. 

-There is, Indeed, an additional fatisfac- 

tion, that although by a lively fancy we 

M a can 
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can pi dure their diftrefs^ yet the truth, if 
correfponding with thofe piercing images 
of our afRidtcd mind, is, with us, a matter 
of uncertainty; and the real fuflferings 
which they have undergone, are concealed 
from our view. 

Moft fenfibly do I feel the prefent 
Uroke. Yes, Maria, it will not look to 
you, who have fo often heard my fenti- 
ments of my friends while living, as afffic- 
tion decorated in the language of unmean- 
ing flattery, but as the genuine fprouts of 
a real regard, which have grown fponta- 
2ieous in the warm bofom of friendlhip. 

Since tlie fixft moment of my acquaint- 
ance with Captain Evremont, 1 have ac- 
knowledged myfelf his friend. My par- 
tiality may poflibly magnify his merits; 
but I am confident I give him no more 
than his due, when I fay, few poflfefled 
minds better formed, or feritiments more 
ltri<fllyc6nfonant with integrity^ bravery, 
and honour. In private life, he was par- 
ticularly diftinguifticd, by thofe virtues 
which form the bafis of a real friend ; and 
as Ks ideas were delicate ^nd refined, I 
/was ever happy to receive his approbation 
of my fentiments, valuing it as the evidence 
of their worth.* As a foldier, I can add no 
wicomiums : Public fame echoes from 
«very quarter his praife ; and the monu- 
ments, upon which will be enrolled the 

names 



THE HAPLESS ORPHAJi. t6^ 

naraes of many brave and valiant, will 
evince to future ages, the obligations of 
their country, and the general regret^ 
ivhich the unhappy event produced. 
. Fanny's Indifpofition has increafed; fince 
the unfortunate, accounts of the wefterm. 
army : May heaven give her ftrength to 
fuftain the prefent afBidion ; for without 
the interpofition of an over-ruling Provi- 
dence, many furviving friends mud fink; 
beneath this diftreffing event. 

AdicU^ CAROLINE. 



LETTER LXXXVIL 

Philadelphia^ 

When encircled with plcafures, andf 
in the purfuit of happinefs, we forget 
thatthe arrows of afflidkion may pierce our 
hearts, and fuddenly deftroy theenthufiaftic 
ftrudurcs which arc too often reared in a 
juvenile fancy ; but Ihoald the diftarrt prof- 
pedt deceive us, and ouir afcent to the flowe- 
ry temple of that fickfe deity, fortune, prove 
difficult, and difappointments in rapid fuc- 
ceflion obtrude upon us, our moft favourite, 
dmufements become infipid, we lofe our 
tafte for the fociety of our gay aflbciates., 
Yes, Maria^ in the fable hour of affliftiox^, 
religion is alone able to fupport us; anict 
although we may have flighted her ferious 

admonitions 
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admonitions, while captivated with fiiccefs 
and diflipation, we now folicit her melio- 
rating influence. 

Fanny's anxiety for a deftitutc filler, and 
the helplefs offspring of a bereaved brother, 
deeply affeds her fympathetic breaft — 
Ihe is urgent to return to Havre-de-Grace, 
that fhe may perfonally exert herfelf to 
fupport them under fo feverea trial. I 
have folicited her to continue a few weeks 
longer in Philadelphia ; and upon the 
promife of accompanying her home, ob- 
tained her confent. 

I flatter myfelf your coufm will foon be 
with us : His long abfeiicc renders her impa- 
tient to fee him. What diftrefling Icenes has 
lie endured fince he laft bid adieu to my 
friend ! Within a few weeks, how many of 
our gay companions have been fnatched 
from all their fancied honours, and their 
immortal fouls wafted to another world ! 
How many, thought lefs of the fad event, 
now fleep in eternity, inflead of gathering 
the laurels of fame, and retiring to the 
plaudits of their friends and citizens! What 
a large portion have made the unalterable 
exchange ! To what caufe Ihall we attri- 
bute this unexpefted defeat ? May he wl o 
hath hitherto direfted our battles appear 
for us, and, if our caufe is juft, grant his 
future aid and prefence. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 

. Philadelphia. 

iSI EXT ' Tuefday is appointed for. 
the celebration of Laura's nuptials. My 
mind is too much pervaded with difqui -* 
etude, to (hare with Mrs. Leafon and' 
her daughter, upon this pleaGng event.. 
Not only the lofs of my friends has caft a 
vdl over my enjoyments, but the fituation 
of Fanny's healthy gives an additional' 
dejediipn to my fpirita — my heart, indeed, 
is infenfible to tly pleating vibrations of 
mirth. Attuned to forrow, it cannot feel 
the joy of the famity : But I am not un^' 
mindful of the bleflinga I yet experience. * 
No, my dear, ingratitude (hall not intrude 
upon me, for if it is the blackefl crime, 
which can difcolour human adlions, its ma- ^ 
lignity muft be infini^ly augmented, when 
indulged againft heaven. What are the 
riches, the honours, the amufen^nts, and 
the pleafures of life,, if we are deprived of* 
feelings to enjoy them ! If we ourfelves^ 
are experiencing indifpofition, or if thofe 
who are endeared to us by the moft affec- 
tionate ties, linger with pain, and are dai- 
ly coiifuming with irremediable drfeafe ! 

My whole attention is devoted to my 
declining friend. I have the misfortune 
to fee her continually drooping, with a 
difiSrder which has hitherto bafRed the 

(kill 
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.ikill of our pkyficians. Ths i€n{ations 
which inhabit my bofom upon this occa- 
fion are paft defcription. 
. A late n^ilitary comoiander, has arrived 
in this city. No fumptuous cavalcade ef- 
corted him hither-, no applaufe and glory 
echoed forth his bravery ; no honourary 
torch is lighted to denote his praife* nor 
is he received with acclamations of joy- 
Th? friends ofjhofe unfortunate men who 
were wounded in the firft of the battle^ 
and left to cover the retreat of the army, 
will long retain a lively rccoUedion of the 
error : Nor will the mofiplcntiful draughts 
of Lethe, obliterate the deed. Many re-? 
fled\ions have beep caft upon certain cha- 
rafters among us, by whofe immediate in- 
fluence, \t is thought the prefcnt war has 
been thus ra(hly purftied. Thefe rcflec-r 
tion§ may finally terminate in the ealtre 
lofs of their now declining popularity. 

I nee<J not ffU you how much I love 
you, npr how ardently \ defire to welcome 
you to Philadelphia. 

Adici|> qAiioLiNE. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

PhlJadelpbia. 

•I-'VERY thing is preparing for the 
marriage of Laura. They are to leave' 

this 
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this City for Carolina, a few days after the 
ceremony is performed. Mrs. Leafon has 
agreed to refign her houfc» here, and pafs 
the next fummer with her daughter. They 
are indeed quite elated with their prefent 
profoeAs. I fmcerely wi(h they may not 
be difappointed ; but Mr. Gibbins is aa 
entire flranger in this city, nor have they 
informed themfelves of his real fituation 
or charadter. In an ailion which involve^ 
the happinefsof future life, too much ciau- 
tion cannot be obferved. Dazzling appear*- 
ariccs ftiould not bewilder the reafon ; for 
although we may be feated upon the filkeh 
fopha^ or roll in the gilded carriage, hap- 
pinefs may be a ftranger to the mind* 
Cheerfulnefs is often exprefled in the fea- 
tures, white anxiety corrodes the heartJ 
But the conduft of our landlady and her 
daughter, fpeaks a language contrary to ex- 
perience. It cxprefsly declares they have 
nothing to fear from a connexion, with a 
man of money. It will enable Laura tp 
indulge her fanciful difpofition, to orna- 
ment her perfon, and confult her looking- 
glafs ; to command a carriage, and to be 
gratified by an external parade. Thefe are 
the fummit of her wifhes. She certainly 
will not care how little fhe is troubled with 
the inftpid fociety of a hujband •, this inr 
deed vionXdiht ridiculous, Thefe, Maria, 
may be the fafhionabje arguments of the 
M 3 90)^^^ 
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vii..c: >4uxxvJ^ iod fuch is the force c^faih- 
-u» '^AL wc are frequently obliged to Tub- 
' ti J .s Tuwerml voice ^ for unlcfe we 
.*%^ ^cic»>!cut to tiic nsode of the tiri]cs» 
•c 'tuxv \c*wre n* the derilkni oT oor 
-•*• 'Tu jvtnp9iiiiuit& Xbank heaven, 
-*»^^cf, 1 I.!* :x>L ^'et oQataxxBinated : Mj 
-^•.. i;:^ .:ivc vt^KTto beott tny guide^ zod 
"> -t * ^rv.:C£u I -:!Ope to Imve liiffidcnt 

.^» -* :rt.: Tjv future condrui I 

'i.» CM r^cf "Tsirrv Lu e rei y for a fiip- 
•-. • • .V =r* r:^ :eir -Dctmiartv hippy, 
..s.*» -i»- •::*> *^u H TT^tTo n ihail hle& 
^ • - « ^-A^ct>' CI -ny TiifTninri. Old 
. v,.^v .;i *ric v^casniay b^ thej as 

CA20U9IC. 
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THE HAPLESS ORPHAN. zjf 

Theywaileaveusnextwcek.. Myheft, 
wiflies attend them. It is true^ I have not 
paffed the walk of life fo far as Mrs. Leafon^ 
but from infancy, having been expofed to 
misfortune, obfcrvation has neceffariljr 
been enforced upon roe. I have feen the 
moft promifing connexions difappointed> 
and dread the event of thofe matches which 
have money alone for the foundation of 
domeftic felicity. 

I am rendered extremely uneafy, by 
the fituation of tanny. She rides every 
day when the weather will permit ; but the. 
feafon is unfavourable to her. Never did 
her eyes emit a more delightful efFulgence, 
than at this moment. Her countenance 
is CMflfufed with the moft expreffiye grief j 
her whole foul rifes into view, arl^the natu- 
ral foftnefs of her features is increafed. 
Yet with fubmiffion Ibe fuftains affliftion. 
Unite with me your petitions for her jpe- 
covery* 

Adieu^ CAROLINE. 



LETTER XCI. 

Philadelphia. 

JTEW, my dear Maria, have been 
called, fo early in life, to experience fuch 
fevere misfortunes as your CaroKne. D^ 
privedof my parents, before I was capable 
, of kn9wing my lofs ; left a deftitute orphan 

de^ealeijt 
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dependent upon the benevolence of a few 
connexions \ in early life, habituated to 
feverity, and greatly ne^lefted in my edu- 
cation, until I happily fell into the hands 
of my uncle Fyanklin, of vvhom Provi- 
dence fhortly faw fit to deprive mc, though 
not to reduce me to former dependencpe, 
and to add to the catalogue of my fufFer- 
ings, Eliza has been permitted to perfecute 
and cruelly to injure m^. Her perfecu- 
tions have involved my particular friends 
in infupportable diftreft, and finally de-^ 
prived me of my much loved Lixcretia, 
vhofe death configned to' the filent tomb, 
a father and a hufband. 

Thefe refleAions ahemately force them- 
felves upon my mind ; and as pur happinefs 
in life, depends upon that of our friends, my 
pleafures have ever been impeded. The* 
ibcial, benevolent, and fympathetic, par- 
take in the forrows of each other. Sym- 
pathy and benevolence are among the 
pleafmg fignatures of the human heart ; 
and he who is divefted of them, muft in- 
deed, be a Mifanthrope. Agreeable con- 
nexions, greatly contribute to our enjoy- 
ment of life. Many are the tears I have 
flied, at the idea of being without a rela- 
tion capable of direding my youthful fteps. 
But heaven has hitherto fupported me. 
Aiay I yet be enabled to encounter the 

difficulties 
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difficulties virhich await me. I remain im- 
mutably the fmcere friend of Maria. 

AdieUj CAROLINE. 



L %r T E R XCII. 

Phijadelphta. 

1 HE unf6eling conduct of Mr. 
Qardner, to his deceafed unfortunate bro- 
ther^ is fo ftrongly impreffed upon the ami- 
able Fanny, that ftie cannot fupprefs the 
filent tear. It infenfibly fteals down her 
languid cheek,, and I fear (he will fall a 
vidim'to that exquifite fenfibility flie, fo 
largely pofleffes, and fink with. the weight 
of her aflBidion to the grave. Repofe has 
fled her couch: Her pillow is wet with the 
dew of forrow, and exhaufted nature find.? 
no relief frona momentary flumbers. I 
frequently remind her, that although the 
prefent difpenfations of Providence are. 
enrolled in. darknefs, we mull not murmur ; 
fhat afHiaions are to prepare us for fup^ri- 
9ur happinefs in a better ftate of exiftence \ 
and that they are ncceflary to difengagQ 
lis from a world, to whiph we fliould pro- 
bably h6 too much attached. " Fai- fronx 
my heart, Caroline," fays (he, ** is every re- 
pining thought ; but the commands of the 
Deity to thofe in affluence, force upon my 
afflicted mind. Are we not exprefsly for- 
. bidden net to harden our hearts, or (hut 
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our hands againft our brothers, but to 
open wide unto them, and to lend them 
fufficient for their need, in that which they 
want, left they cry unto the Lord and it 
be a fin againft us i This is a duty ftrong- 
ly imprefied. We are told we fhaii furely 
give unto them, and that our hearts ftiall 
not be grieved, when we giye unto them. 
The reward is affixed to the fulfilment of 
the duty, and for this the Lord thy God 
(halt blefs thee in all thy works, and in all 
that thou putteft thine hand unto. 

** The facred volume enforces it upon us 
to reniember them that fufFer in adverfity, 
as being ourfelves alfo in the body. But 
bow widely has my brother deviated from 
the commands of heaven, which forbids 
us to be covetous. Man's life confifteth 
not in the abundance of things which he 
poffeffeth. The mifer faith to himfelf, I 
will pull down my barns andbuild greater', 
there will I beftow all my goods. I 
will fay to my foul, thou haft much good? 
laid up for many years ; take thine eafc, 
. cat, drink and be merry. But God, diP- 
pleafed at the breach of confidence placed 
in him^ fpeaketh with a voice from heaven, 
thou fool, this night tliy foul (hall be re- 
quired of theci then whofe (hall thofe 
things be, which thou haft provided ? My 
afflidion, Caroline, arifes from manycau* 
fes, nor do I wi(h to Be deprived of feelings 

I have . 



1 
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I have long nourifhed. I regret - that a 
tender cixicern for objei5ts of diftrefs has 
never foftened the brisaft of my brother j 
for upon the benevolent and virtuous tem- 
pers of the heart) does our happinefs in 
life greatly depend : To be devoid of feel- 
ings, is to be reduced to a ftate of barba^ 
rifm." 

The force of thefe obfervations cannot 
be denied. Were mankind adtuated by a 
fimilar difpofition with Mr. Gardner, how 
would fociety become involved in* aAs of 
ifnhumanity. On the contrary, if the 
favages of our country were civilized and 
refined, we-fhould not experience the pre- 
fent fcenes of cruel defolation. Let; iis^ 
therefore, anticipate the pleafmg period^ 
when knowledge (hall be diffiifed through- 
out the uncultivated foreft^ and the inefti-* 
mable channs of focial life ihall actuate 
the bread of its inhabitants, and cement 
them by mutual adis of friepdly inter- 
courfe. 

Adieuy ciUtoLiifE, 



LETTER XCIIi: 

PhikdtipKa. 

JL AURA left this city fome days 
fxnce. The confufion in which 4he fa- 
mily 
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mily have been involved, by the wed- 
ding, preparations, &c. has kept me three 
wcek5 a prifoncr to my room. I am be- 
come quite an invalid. . 
, Mr. Helen's attention attaches nie to 
him. He inlifts I fliall have the ad- 
vice of a phyfician. But medicine wiH 
nor heal a bleeding heart. Time only can 
reftore tranquillity. ' While In the prefent 
aby fs of affliction, I am not to be amufed 
by ddufive images of future happinefs. 
I am abforbcd in the contemplation of my 
lofs— a lofs aggravated by the unhappy cir- 
cumftances which preceded it. Yet I will 
not feclude myfelf from the pleafures of 
fociety and friendfhip. Here ardent, and 
fufceptible hearts, derive a fatisfaAion 
which cannot be defined. In the prefence 
of our friends, the tumultuous paffions 
fubfide; the care-worn mind is lulled by 
the fweetening intercourfe. It enjoys a 
momentary irepofe ; and while it is amufed 
with the adventures of youth, it is taught 
experience, by the leflbns of age. In the 
friendly circle, the attention is diverted 
from thofe turbulent fcenes of folly, >yhich 
too often engage the mind ; and a placid 
tranquillity favourable to the gentle virtues, 
fecure our moft refined enjoyments. It is 
not our duty to indulge a defponding terrt- 
per. Submiffion ihould ever mark th^ 
chriftian charadter. Yet it is hard to relin- 

quiih 
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quifti the objeds upon which we had placed 
our profpe<;t3 pf future happinefs* Thq 
unfortunate Mrs. Gardner, has been de^ 
privedof her reafon, from the firft moment 
the fatal information of her hulband's death 
reached her ; and her friends fear the del- 
irium rathef increg.fes than Ijubfides. This 
muft be an additional afiliAion to her unr 
happy family. 

AdieU> CAROLINE* 



Mi 
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Fhiladelphia^ 

.R, Helen has been abfcnt a 
week ; and I will acknowledge to Mari^, 
that I feel the lofs of his fociety. Habit- 
uated to his condoling language, I am ev- 
en fenfible of impatient moments. That ' 
fincerity he evinces for me, that benevolent .^ 
friendly, and afFedlionate attention he haa 
obferved to niy happinefs, infcnfibly at- 
taches me to him. I am charmed with his 
tjnaflfecled manners. Alive to the gentle , 
emotions, the fender fentiments of human- 
ity, his mind afpires with every laudable 
principle, and his foul is exalted by a fu- 
periour worth. How does my friendfliip^ 
for him, foften my fenfibility ! It is this 
which aftuates my mind.^ Without the 

pleafures. 
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pleafures, which arc derived from friendfti!pi~ 
cxiftence would be dull and irkfomer We 
ihould be devoid of thofe exquifite enjoy- 
ments we now experience ; we fliould feel 
n vacuum not to be fupplied. But this 
gives energy to life. 

Your friend, Mr. Trevers, continues to 
vtfit me. I fmcerely wilh his mind more 
Enlightened, his manners more pleaCng. 
He intends foon to leave us , and has urg- 
ed me to accompany him to Long Ifland. 
Earneflly as I defire to fee Marta, my 
lieart catinot affent to a reparation from 
Fanny, while flie is thus indifpofed. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 



LETTER XCV. 

Y O U*R coufm came upon us by 
furprife, although we had expeded him 
feveral days. I wrote him a few lines laft 
week and mentioned the fituation of Fan- 
ny, rcquefting him, upon his arrival here, 
to acquaint me with it, previous to his 
calling at Mrs. Leafon's, that I might pre- 
pare my friend for an interview, which I 
apprehended would fenfibly affedk her ; but 
this letter did not reach camp before he- 
had left it, and unfortunately he met Fan- 

.ny 
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ny in the entry as flie was paffing to the 
carriage, which was in waiting at the dcx>F. 
I_(hall not pretend to defcribe their fenfa^ . 
tiQBs, There are certain fcene$, which 
muft be felt to be realized ; among thefe is 
the pleafure of embracing the objeft of our 
fondeft wilhes, after a painful feparation, 
and thofe only who experience a pure affec- 
tion, who exift but in the felicity of each 
other, can realize the rapturous mon^nt. 
True love is not an illufion of the mind j 
il is a paflion which, by brightening the 
prpfpedt of human hfe, increafeth the hap- 
pinefs of its votaries. The bofom of my 
friend was agitated with joy and forrow. 
The return of her lover from a dangerous 
cxcurfion, recalled the lofs of an affeftion- 
ate brother, and their meeting was filentlv 
expreffive of a fincere afFedion. Mr. Bd- 
mour had entertained no Idea of the ill 
ftate of Fanny's health ; and the languor, 
.whieh indifpofition had fpread over her 
countenance, impreffed him with a thought-, 
fulnefs which be could not baniih. Hard 
did h^ ftruggle to conceal the riling tear. 
Thofe who could have been in different to fo 
affeding a meeting, muft be without claim 
to tendernefs. I regret that your health 
obliges you to defer your vifit, having long 
embofomed the darling cxpedtation of fee- 
ing you in Philadelphia.; 1 know not how 

to 
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to rclinquifli the fond rdca ; bcftridly af*- 
tentive to yourfelf, and» as foon as you are 
able^ haftenta 

CAROLrXBv 



LETTER XgVI. 

PhiladeipMa>. 

You think the heart of Carolme 
in danger ; and that, under the idea of 
frtendJhrp, (he is encouraging affedion. I 
doubted not a pang of jealoufy would 
feize you, when you read my late acknow- 
ledgment. *^ It may,**" you fay, **poflibIy 
be, that I may find a lover, where I ex- 
pcfted only a friend." However lively 
this anticipation, I cannot confent to de-^ 
prive myfelf of an agreeable companion^ 
nor have I the vanity to believe that Mr; 
Helen has the moft diftant idea of a connex- 
ion with me. His attentions arife from 
that amiable goodnefs of foul, which uni^ 
formly adorns his aftions. Confidervng 
me as an unprotefted woman, he kindly 
fteps forward, as a brother, to advife me ; 
but be aflured, it is only friendftiip which 
adluates him. That he is my friend, I 
have every reafon to believe ; I am flatter- 
ed with his partiality ; I am grateful for 
it ; I thank you, however, for your caution, 
and will endeavour to keep a watchful eye 

upon 
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upon my heart. 1 am alfo aware of the 
fentiments of the world, who immediate- 
ly ftyle attention, courtfhip', nor am lig- 
norant with whalt avidity, fancied connex- 
ions are circulated abroad. You fay, 
^' From the charaAer I have given you of 
Mr. Helen, you acknowledge thetels lit- 
' tie danger that he will exercifeany advan- 
tage from the difcovery of my partiality ; 
although it is poffible he means to gain my 
aiFcftion, previous to a declaration of bis 
attachment." Be afiured, Maria, I fball 
never difcover the fentimlents of my hearty 
in a way which (hall licenfe him to aflume 
upon it; nor do I think him qapable of 
purfuing a condudt fo replete with vanity^ 
fo degrading to the honour of my fex. 
No, my dear, upon the' difcovery of dan- 
ger, 1 will imprifon my affedions, and re- 
ferve the power of refufmg him, who would 
thus render rne contemptible to myfelf. 

Adieu, CARi^LINE. 



LETTER 



"f 
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LETTER XCVIL 

TUladeiphja. 



' •• Nighty fable goddefs ! from her ebon throne. 
In raylefs majefty^ now ftretches &rth 
Her leaden fccpter o*er a ilunihering world. 
Silence how dead, and darknefs how profound! 
Nor eye, nor Jift'ning ear, an objed finds : 
Creation fleeps"— — — 

1 HIS folemn paufe of bufy life, 
I improve to addrefs my friend, who, doubt- 
Icfs, before this, is locked in the arms of 
ilcep. May your flumbers be undifturbed. 
May angels proteft your pillow, while Ca- 
toline enjoys, in idea, your fecurity and 
happinefs. The unive.fal ftillnefs which 
at this moment prevails, gives an additional 
penfivenefs to my feelings. Seclqded from 
the noife and buftle, the cares and diflipa- 
tion of the day, I can without interrup- 
tion, enjoy myconterhplation. In this my 
retirement, I can lifp my gratitude to that 
ineffable being, by whofe immediate eye 
I am preferved from every danger ; and 
while I implore his paternal care, I am not 
unmindful of my fi lends. 

Fanny is now fleeping by me, I flatter 
myfelf (he refts more ferenely than flie has 
for fome time paft. Her cough isobftinate; 
nor are her other fymptoms left alarming. 
You, my dear, who have been called to at- 
tend the dying pillow of tender friends. 
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can feel for my fufferings. When I con- 
fider the critical fituation of Fanny, who^ 
I fear, will foon be taken from me, I ca:ii 
fcarcely fupport the refledibn. Tp fee 
thofe who are in the bloom of youth, fnatch- 
ed from the enjoyments of life, and con- 
figned, by the cruel fpoiler, to the untime- 
ly grave, is peculiarly affedling; yet thefc 
inftances frequently occur, and we daily fep 
the ravages which relentlefs death makes 
among us — " Breaking the thread of an 
elegant afFedion," and difuniting the r/ear- 
eft friends ; but I pray heaven lofig to 
avert the blow, and yet to fpare the friend 
and the companion of my heart : If, how- 
ever, it is otherwifc decreed, may I be 
enabled to /ay, thy will be done. The gra v- 
ity of this epiftle, though it would difcord 
with a vague, and a fafliionable mind, I 
am convinced will beat in unifdnto that of 
my friend, with whom retirement and re- 
flexion has a captivating power. 

My afFcdlion to your coufin, is enhanc- 
ed by his attention to my declining friend. 
He has brought with him the pocket-book, 
journal, and fword of the 'late Captain 
Gardner; thefe he has delivered to my 
care. I (hall forward them by the firft pri- 
vate conveyarjice, to his amiable widow. 

The watchritan now proclaims the mid- 
night hour, and nature, which is eafily 
cxb^ulled, begins to want repofe ; I will, 

therefore. 
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therefore, wi(h you a good night, and in* 
dolge her juft dematids. But while my 
fenfes are confined in flecp, may my 
ikeaming fancy be fimilar to Maria's. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 



LETTER XCVm. 

1 HE unjdft afperfions which hav^ 
been caft upon the chara6\er of Gene- 
ral Hill, have greatly added to the afflidfion 
of your coufin. It is, however, his refo- 
lution at the rifk of his commiffion to vin- 
dicate the reputation of that brave defer v- 
ing officer. Since his arrival, he has ad- 
dreffed a letter to the unfortunate widow. 
In which he offers to produce indifputable 
evidence, to prove the conduft of her de- 
ceafed hufband uncenfurable. His con- 
duct muft be replete with the moft grateful 
fenfations to an afflifted widow, fufficiently 
involved in diftrefs by the lofsof an affec:r* 
tionate hufband, without the additional 
tortures of unmerited reflections. May 
heaven grant him fuccefs in the undertak- 
ing. The confequences may be anticipat- 
ed. It is Airely a very bold ftep, for fo 
young an officer to difputeA« official ac- 
count of his General ; but (hould he be 
«wefted, and, which is too often the cafe, 

finally 
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finally made a facrifice to men. in power; 
as he is nol dependent upon his commif- 
fion for his exiftence, I feel affurecl, th^\ 
fptrit of independence, which now marks 
the inveftigation, will be his fiipport. ' 

The late defeat of the weftern army, 
bears a ftfiki/ig analogy to rfiat at Ticon- 
deroga, in 1777 ; nor was the, rapid flight 
of the army at that place, lefs deftrudiv^' 
nor the fate of General Hill diilimilar 
to that of the brave Colonel F. who was 
left, alike unfupported, while., his cOrt^ 
mander fled fix milds from the fcene^ 
of aftion! But hifl:ory is the accufer, and- 
diftant generations will be the judges, at 
whofe tribunal the anions of public char-' 
afters will receive their decifive fentence. 
A fmgle error in the life of a great man* 
has frequently deft'royed the motiument of 
his fame. A' utiiformattention to juftice^' 
is the only foundation that can render hini^ 
fecure. Happy they who pafs through- 
life, enjoymg the bldlings of focie-^ 
ty, without being e?v'pofed to the dan* ' 
gerous eminence of popularity. Few are' 
capable of fuilaimug an- elevated fituation, 
with approbation. Such is human nature/ 
that, xf/uddeniy mCtd to honour,'it is prone * 
ioajjume, unmindful of the-capricious dif- 
pofition of fortune, who takes' delight in- 
perfecuting her great^sft favourites; they'- 
fancy themfelves far removed ftom the ' 
^ i5cach 
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plimcntsand attention, which were par- 
ticularly paid to him* This converfatiod, 
. though truly unintcreflmg, poiitenefs^can- 
pcls me to hear. 

What think you of. a young hulband 
for the gay Mrs. Leafon ? A gentleman 
who arrived fomc weeks fince from Eng- 
land, and boards with us, really pays her 
great attention. At prefent, I will not 
call him her lover. He might have been 
an acquifilion for Laura, but I canriot 
think him calculated for the mother. Cu- 
pid, thou mifchievous little urchin, how 
artfully, how imperceptibly doft thou take 
poffeflion of the hearty frequently render- 
ing reafon fubfervient to thy caufe! 

Adieu, CAROLINE,, 
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Fhikdelphia. ^ 

By the public papers, I doubt not, 
you are acquainted with the fituation 
of your coufin, who has been feveral weeks 
under an arreft. ^Tbe evidences he has 
produced againll certain char^fters, have 
occafioned his being ordered, by the Sec- 
retary at War, nine hundred miles from 
home, for a trial! 

Is not this a violatron of th« rights «£* 
freemen? A glaring ufurpatioa of pow- 
er? 
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er ? Can the country, which fo lately con- 
tended againft ill^al authority, paffively 
'lubmit to fuch an abfolufe trait of defpoi- 
ijmf fcjiot the precedent alarming ? and 
unicfs timely fupprefied^ may it not ter-* 
minate in the deftrudion of * liberty ?• 
T'hofe whofe^adions will not bear the fcru- 
tinizing eye of juftice, are fufFered to -re-* 
ti^efrom their offichil departments, while 
the reputation of a brave, an amiable offi- 
cer, is facrificed to mifreprefentations, 
founded upon private pique, or fecret re-* 
fentment. 

How trruel are the afperfions, caft~^ upoi». 
the condudt of Gmeral Hill! They ex-^. 
tend their inhumanity to adeferving fami-' 
ly, .who, while they fufFer the lofs of a* 
proleftor, have alfo to ftruggle with the 
addition of unmerited reproach— the juft 
objects of our misfortunes arc protedcd- 
by the wings of greatnefs* 

When the hiftorian, who (hall tranfmit- 
to future ages, the melancholy, event, 
^nd pen the difgraceful tale, what apology 
(hall, he make,, for a condu(ft fo repreben- 
fible ? If to the relation he fhould add the . 
evidences of a t).uk:e and a Gaither, will 
not the name of B^lmour, be rendered 
confpicuous, who, regardlefs of the vin- 
didive arm of power, that could cr«(h his ^ 
rpiUtary glory, dared, thus to juftify the 
chara^er of his deceafed friend ? 

His 
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His trill may be ordered in the wilder- 
jiefs far diftant from his' fjicnds -, his fu-^ 
ture rife in the army may be fuppreffed ;f 
but not even the voice ci grMmfs^ tan. 
dcftroy his honour^ bribe his determina-j 
tions, or fiknce his pen. With- my beft 
lefpeAs to your mamma, I am your fin^* 
cere 

CAROLINE. 
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Ihikdeiphia. 

jVlRS. Leafon is trt great affliaion. 
She has received a letter from Laura^' 
acquainting her with the failure of Mr.« 
Gibbins, and the total lofe of his pro*- 
jierty . Being deeply concerned in fpecula-* 
tio|i, be is deprived of his fortune by the* 
failure of ftveral brokers in Charleflon, 
vith whom he had entered into large con- 
traAs ; and in Ins abfence his whole pro- 
jifrty has ten attached by his'creditors, and 
lie, with his family, obliged to take private 
lodgings. ^ i 

' This imexpefted event, has thrown the- 
cJd gentleman into a dangerous flate of 111' 
lieahJi. His phy ficians gi vre but littlehopes 
of, his recovery. I am fmcerely f.ffeded ' 
at this information. Kow fuddenly are 
the profpefts of LaUra cha^nged! From- 
^ * the 
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the fancied fccnes ofindulgence, frem the 
gay circles in 'which (he expedjted to flue 
ifer, to poverty, retirement and pain: Yet 
fhefe arc con trails which human life dai- 
ly prefents. ' 
Adieu, CAROLiKB. 



LETTER Clir. 

Your friend, Mr. Trevers/wiU take 
his leave of Philadelphia tomorrow. He 
has figured much aniong the ladies in this^ 
city, and will be mifled as a gallant. Ob-^. 
ferve his manners— tell me if he is imjprov-* 
cd. His father, he informs me, wilhes 
him to adopt fpme profeflion ; and as he 
has had a liberal education, propofes he 
ihall ftudy the law ; but ftudy he cannot 
abide ; he is indeed too indolent to pay at- 
tention to any thing but the ladies; and 
they truly infpire him. If he is calculat- 
ed for a polite circle, it is where the conver* 
fation feldom exceeds the raging faHiion, 
and trivial inquiries fupply the place of 
better obfervations. I doubt if he would 
make a graceful orator. Methinks I fee 
him at the bar. Half a' dozen hema 
fucceed every expreffion. His words are 
deftrbyed by the peculiar delicacy with 
which they are uttered, while his hands, 

unformed 
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unformed for grace, now fix his cravat ; 
now pull down his waiftcx>at. 
^ He is impatient to become .a nKtrried 
inan. Much fhall I pity the lady wiif^ 
wliom he is connefted. If (he.pbflefles 
fentiments fimilar to my own, (he mud 
indeed be wretched. He will truly be a 
falhionable hufband." "Ardent as his firft 
attachments may be, heicaijnot long relin- 
quifli his favourite pleafures ; and unlefs 
fhe is a fafhionable wife, her happinefs will 
he (acrificed to his darling amuiementsJ 
Bat fuch there are, who are mod gratifi- 
ed, when feparated from each other. A 
lady, educated in a vortex of araufement, 
has little idea of any happinefs, but that 
\yhich refults from a round of diffip^tion.. 
Her ^mind is employed in new plans of dec- 
orating her.perfon; and when conneAed 

/With a man of correfpondent tafte, they, 
form a fafhionable pair. In a fhort time 
they are difgufled with the fociety of^ach 
o'ther. They purfueTepa rate gratifications; 
i'eldom pj^ffing an liour at hpme together ; 
j!nd if they chinc3 to meet in company,. 

> are civil to each ciher : But this, fhe does 
not regret. 

Such a' woman is beft calculated for 
your friend^ Mr. Tfevers ; but happier 
they, who pafs through life, enjoying the 
iupeiiour bleflings of a fincere attachment* 
May this happinefe be the lot of Maria 

and ^ CAROLINE. 

LETTER 
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LET T fe R CIV. 

Philmkfphia. 

JMrS. Leafon has really confented 
to give her hand to Mr, King, the geil-; 
tieman I mentioned to you in a former 
letter. The day is even fixed for the wed- 
ding i as he is foon to return to England, 
^nd cannot think of leaving DulcineaV 
until he has fecured her as his own. Mr. 
King has the appearance of a gentleman;' 
his perfon is pleafmg, and his manners 
graceftili but he is infinitely too young 
for my -landlady ; I am mdeed atfoa^lhed 
ilt them both. 

: Mr. H^Jen has finally dvfcicred' bis 
"fentiments to me, arid propofes a comiex-* 
" ion, I believe the youtig nrtan caught the' 
flame, from the conftant love fcene&he ha§ 
lately witneflfed. I fuppofe you think you 
already know my mind, and the anfwer 
xifhich I gave hiitr; but^believe me, Maria, 
the centinels of my heart were not afleep. 
No, my dear, they were too frequentfv 
aroufed by my fevereinjundlions, not. to 
adhere to their duty. They have been' 
faithful to their truft, and I have not y^t' 
given him- a decitive anfwer. He will this' 
evening calt upon me. How -does mr 
heart palpUnte' at this anticipated vifit ! I 
am communicating my. fecrets becaufc I 
am gflfwed you will feel for ./ 

' , ' / CAROLINE. 

N 3 LETTER 
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LETTER CV. 

Philadelphia. 

Matters arc all adjuded, Mr. He- 
kn mull be confidered my lover. What 
fays Maria to this } Is the memory of 
- Captain Evremont already funk in oblivi- 
on ? Can Caroline, who boafts fuch deli- 
' cacy of fenlimcnt, already forget her de- 
ce^fed friend ? No, ray dear, a review of 
)iis virtues renders his recolleftion plea- 
fing ; my bofom is their facred rcpofitory ; 
this thrills with the mpft penfive fatisfac- 
lion ; and the recolledlion of his partiality 
for me, although cruelly interrupted, in 
ihq laft moments of his exiftence. As a 
memento of my uniform attachment, I 
yiiW caufe a monument to be raifed, on 
ihe bafe of which lliall be reprefcntcd, up- 
on one fide, an urn, which (hall be fuppofed. 
to contain the afh'es of my friend ; over 
>\:hich two Cupids fliall hold a cyprefs 
\Vreath ; immediately undtr the urn, fliall 
be difplayed the fatal trophies of war,; 
while the figure of a female, fliall be feat- 
ed under the friendly (hade of a weeping 
willow, in a melancholy attitude, pointing 
4o a number of angels that will^ \^ feen 
atove. The urn (hall be infcribed to 
friendn^tip, bravery aiKi virtue. Upon the 
oppofite fide of the baft^ aa urn, guards 

ed 
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ed by thegoddefs qf Fnendfliip, fhall re- 
prefent the facrtd remains of my dear Lu^ 
cretia j while a figure, whofe countenance, 
replete with every malignant pallion, and 
whofe eyes ftiall emit an infatiate revenge^ 
ftialihold in her hand, a dart, which (he is 
aiming at the bofom of a female who )ftands 
weeping over the remains of her friend. 
At one end ftiall be engraven, in capitals, 
Supprefs every emotion of revenge. On the; 
other, To the memory o/^homas Barton and 
Henry fVilliams. This voluntary oblation 
\trill I pay to the manes ofthofel fo tender- 
ly loved ; and this ftiall ftand the evidence 
of my .attachment, when I ftiall mingle 
with my kindred duft. 

Adieu, CARouKi:. ! 
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Philadelphia. 

JVlR. Helen will leave me, in a day 
or two, for Virginia j he expefts to be 
abfent feveral weeks. Fanny is very fo- 
ficitous to accompany him: But although 
flie is furprifingly better, flie is totally unfit 
to undertake fo long a journey at fuch ^n 
uncertain feafon of the year. This idea, 
with the impoffibility of her aflfbrdinga dfe- 
lirious fiftct the fmalfeft confotation, tends 
to reconcile her to contlfluing longer; In 
V ^ - i ^ Phila- 
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Philadelphia ( although (he is anxious to 
'Wipe the tear fr6m the cheek of weeping 
innocence.. 

How is our happinefs continually re- 
ceiving frefli alloys from the affliAions 
"which await our friends. Dependent as 
^e are, upon a variety of accidental caufes^ 
we are continually expofed to difappoint- 
ment, anxiety and pain ; apd the higher 
weeftimate the fociety of our connexion^ 
the more are we expofed to real forrow. 
The uncertainty of our prefent bleflings, 
and the pleafing reflediori, that w^ are iii 
the hands oFhim who cannot err,, will tend 
to reconcile u$ to the events of life.. Let 
us improve the fleeting moments. May we 
endeavour to fecure an internal fatisfaftion : 
This will fuftain us through the lofs of 
property, the deprivation of friends, or the 
lingering hand of ficknefs. 

Adieu, caIiolin^. 
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Phikdelphia. 

. Since I laft addrefled my friend, a 
jlrange incident has taken place. I 

'.jiave already acquainted you that Mr. 

\ HCing being foon to fail for Engl^ind, had 

hurried the propofed connexion. \ The 

-tVening bad arrived, the company aflem- 

' bled. 
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bted, the minider every inftant expcdted, 
ivhen a loud knocking at the door, was 
fuppofed to announce his arrival ; but tins 
proved a letter to Mr. King ; and the beaij- 
er requeued to fee him in private. Soon 
after, Mrs. Leafon was called oiit of the 
..room.- Here' unfolded a fc€fne^ to which 
all defcripti®n is inadequate j and of fuch 
a nature, that it could not be communica- 
ted to the difappointed company. A mef- 
fenger was, however, inftantly difpatched, 
,to acquaint the clergyman that the wedding 
was deferred -, and the company were told, 
by a particular friend, that for certain rea^ 
ibris, which could not then be divulged, 
the wedding was poft poned. Various con- 
jeftures arofe, in the breafts of all who were 
prefent, but none could folve the real caufe. 
For feveral days, I was myfelf a ftranger 
to the true circumftances, unttl, by re- 
peated importunities, I prevailed i^oii 
Mrs. Leafon to eiitruft me.with'the/ecret, 
.when (he gave into my hand the following 
letter : 

*' Linden. 
* MR. James King, the young gentle- 
man I take the liberty to introduce toyou^ 
is the natural fon of our mutual ftiendthe 
late Captain John Leafon, who, for many 
, years, failed from Philadelphia in the Lon- 
don trade. His father upon his arrival 

here. 
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here, foon after his birth, appropriated the 
intercfl of a certain ftim for his fupport and 
education, and appointed me the guardiap 
of this youth. Pleafed witb his natural 
abilities and manly fentiments, I have paid 
particular attention to my trull 5 and as he 
inclined to the n>crcantile bufinefs, I took 
him into, my counting-holife, and fince he 
has been of age, into partnerfliip with me. 
He has been taught to confider himfelf an 
4Drplian, and has ever been called King j 
but knowing your attachment to his de- 
ceafed father, I thought fit to communicate 
a fecret to you, which I never before dif- 
clofed to any perfon. He is on a vifit to 
Philadelphia, and, if he finds it agreeable, 
intends to eflablifh a houfe in that city; 
but his ftay will be fhort, as matters of con- 
fequence render it indifpenfibly neceflary 
that he (hould be in London in June. If 
he can. poiTibly find leifure to vifit you, I 
have enjoined it upon him, and any atten*- 
tioh (hewn to him will be gratefully ac- 
knowledged by your friend and humble 
fervant," &c. 

This letter, it appears, upoij his arriyal, 
he forwarded to Connedicut, and upon 
the receipt pf it, the gentleman to. whom 
it was written, fent a prefiing invitation 
for Mr. King to pay him a vifit ; to 
this polite and frieridly requeft, he re- 
turned for anfwer, that ^ multiplicity of 
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Ijufmefs, and the plealing connexion which 
ht wias aboiit to form \^ith a widow 
T^eafon, togethe/ with his being obliged 
to return immediately to England, put 
It out of his power. Upon the receipt 
of this, his friend v/as alarmed, and im- 
mediately wrote by exprefs, to prevent the 
marriage; in which letter he enclofed the 
above. Tlie timely moment of their arri- 
val was, indeed, a happy circurhftance. " 

Mrs. Leafon is much afFe<fted at the 
event. The attachment (he felt for Mr. 
King when fhe cpnfidered hfm as her hus- 
band, muft be very different from that fi- 
lial affedtion (he mui^ now experience' Mr. 
King was born two years before the mar- 
riage of Mrs. Leafori. This, with the af- 
fedion which (he retains for her dcceafed 
hufband, ftrongly attaches her to his Ton. 
However the above ftory may refembje fic- 
tion* or romance, be affured it has made to^ 
deep an impreflion upon my heart, eafily 
^ Id be effaced. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 
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i^ ANN Y and myfelf, coming frorachurch 
on Sunday lad, were addrefled by a 
young gentleman to whom I was;^ Araii-* 
: . ^ . ^ V gcr. 
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ger ; But in (uch a familiar way» thatl.vras 
foon convinced he was an old acquaintaace 
of her's. He gallanted tis home. \Yh^'^ 
we reached Mrs. Leafon*s, with an air of 
indifference, (he paiTed upon him tjiecom^ 
pliment of walking in. This invitation he 
readily accepted. She now mtroduced - i 

him to Mrs.-Leafon and myfelf I found, | 

by her unufual refer ve, that he was not 
agreeable to my friend. From his conver- , 

(ation I difcovered he had been abfent three \ 

years ; and had but juft returned to Amer- 
ica. In the evening, Mrs. Leafon wi/hing 
me to vifit a particular fiiend, propofcd 
^y gluing ^i^h her. To this I agreed, j 

and we left them, promifing to return' in 
a fliort time. But the hours, in agreeable 
company, pafs with great rapidity.; and . 
we had lengthened our vifit far beyond our 
intention, before we were aware of the 
time we had been from home. Yerupoa 
our return wc found Mr. Alhely with Fan- 
ny. Immediately upon my entering the ' 
room, I difcovered his agitation. I had 
a-ftrong propenfity to be aciquainted with 
the hiftory of this young gentleman, and 
as foon as he' withdrew, applied to my 
friend for the circumllances of their firft 
.acquaintance. 

'' Mr. Alhely," faid fhe, " belongs to 

Maryland ; but was educated with an uir* 

cle in Ha vre-de- Grace, and has, for many 

: years. 



THE HAPLES^S ORIHA.N: joj 

yciirs,' foolifhly encowagai a partiality foj 
me. This I hav€ invariably* aflur^d him I 
cannot :returni His friends, alarmed by 
the C€W2fequcnces of my. Qbflir(at€ rtfufaili 
have repeatedly interefted therriffelyes in his 
behalf. My ,^own connexiojis were fof 
feme time, defirous that I fhould encourage 
his attentions ; but my heart has uniform- 
ly difavowed every favourable fentimenf 
for?him; and I. have conftanily declared it 
im^boflible ever to be his^ yet h? has pert 
filled to eacowrngeWs unhappy -attachment 
*ef-I have, been, wretched by his perfecur 
tic^s. At length hia friends^ convinced: I 
could not be brought to confider hi^i as it 
lover, ceafed their 'importunity, and ad« 
vifed him to avoid my company. I alfo 
affured him, unleis he could refolve never 
to mention a' fubjeiSt fo painftil to me, it 
was my determination to feclude myfelf 
from his fociety, and never to fee him 
iriore ; but if he would vifit the family qs 
a tranCent acquaintance, be might rely up-' 
pn my treating him with every civility^j 
anid that, on this footing alone, he rhuft in 
I'uture expedt to n-ieet me. After this 1:« 
J>etame negligent of .his bufmefs, which 
increafed the uneafintfs cf his friends , 
They urged him to take a voyage to India j, 
and bis uncle made him fucifi propofals as 
induced him to accede to their wilhes. 
^rom this voyage he has juft returned, an4 

accidentally 
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accidentally h^sdifcpveFed my beting in this 
city ; he has aheady rcriewed the declafi- 
tion of his paflicti; I mull therefore deny 
myfelf to him ; and if unfortanateJy I 
ihould fall into his trompany, I xxiuft en- 
treat ybn never to leave me alone with 
him/' . 

It is unhappy for Mr. Alhely that he can- 
not give up a uoman who entertains not 
a partial fentimcnt for him. I regret that 
he has difcovered her being in Philadelphia^ 
and fhall exert myfelf to prevent every inr 
terview between them. Such a troublc- 
fome fwfiin as this young nkn, Lfmcerely 
fcope will never fall to the lot of Maria or 

CJ^ROLINE. 
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It appears to be th^ determination of 
Mr. AOiely, at all events to obtain x\\t 
hand of Fanny. He has been feveral time* 
with me, foliciting my influence with her ; 
and affures me his whole happinefs depends 
upon it. This accomplilhed, he thinks 
nothing could impede the- pleafures of fu- 
ture life. I have endeavoured to imprefs 
upon him thei neceflity of his relinquiniing 
the idea, as (he is abfolutely engaged to 
another ; and that this alone^ would be a 

baf 
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Bar to every pmfpeA of a union with hini/ , 
*^ Abfofcitcly engaged toanothfcr/'faid he, 
." where is the enviable man?*' 1 replied,' 
gone to vifit his friends. ** If this is to 
previent my further application, know,' 
Madam, that I fhalb not fo . eafily rcjin-; 
quifh the objeit of my warmeft affe<flion. 
Life, without Fanny, is infupportable. 
Wertcr could not exiftwhen^ Charlotte was 
be^^ond his reach. I will have one more 
interview with her-^beg her to grant ihU 
laft reiqueft/* Fanny, faid I, has been 
many months deprived of lie^hh ; I wifh '^ 
rather to relieve her mind from every un- 
eafy thought, than add to her anxiety by 
.an application which muft be painful to^ 
her. Nothing favourable can refuU from , 
the interview. 

He walked the room in great agitation^ 
and prefently feating himfelf at the table, 
wrote a few lines which he defired me to 
give her. Unwilling he (hould think that 
I influenced her, I rung the bell fer the 
ieryant, and fcnt her up flairs with the bil-' 
let. To this ihe returned for anfwer, that 
he wa&we!l acquainted with the fentiments 
from which fhe had never deviated, and 
muft be excufed' complying with his re- 
queft. 

^ He now came towards the fire, and tak- 
ing from his pocket the Sorrows of Wertcr, ^ 
lie turned, to a page xyhere this fophifticai- 
.-.: . ^ reafoner, 



3o8 THE HAPLE&S ORPHAN. 

Tcafoner, fallacioufly argqes infav^ir of 
fuicide , and reading it e»claimcd, "My . 
fentiments, oh Weifter ! are ftrkily confo- 
pant with thine. Life without the ob^A 
of my wiflies, would be ^ void/* You- 
cannot, faid I,, juftify a conduft fo repre- 
henfiblc as Werter's. A conduft, which 
uniformly demonftrated a weak, and wick- 
ed mind. Confider that Charlotte was a 
wife ; confequently he could have no ex- 
peftation of honourably obtaiiiing the 
objed of his wifhes. Was it jiot his duty 
^o crufh every idea of ax:nminal attach- 
ment? Inrtead of which^ fie glories in the 
wicked indulgence of an impious paffion, 
and ever {lands ready to commit tte moft, 
qtrocious dee.ds. He impofes Ino rcftraint' 
upon his.inclination, but deducing his ar- 
gunrients from tlie mqft abfurd can^s, h^ 
endeavours to juflify a conduA fauiliy er- 
roneous. Trace his extravagint boha- 
, yiour, andit willevid^^ntly appear, that ca- 
price,, pride, and palfion, are ihe prin- 
ciples^ which govern his aAioiis Dy 
BO means, Mr. A(hely, faid I/enccu: jge 
fbe ideas of that writer. It is expcring' 
yourfelf to the immediate precipice of de- 
flruaion. ''Make him," faid he, "what 
^ you pleafe ; fophiftical, fallacious, vile ; 
upon his arguments I am willing to de- 
pehd for my future happinefs." When he 
had faid this, he W'4s greatly agitated, and 

left 
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iefr the room. Believe me, at this, nio' 
Client every fentimeht of my heart bea^ for 
the unhappy fitualion of the deceived 
yoiith. 

AdieU^ ^ CAROLINE 
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PhiiadeJphtax 

jVIr. Afliely.yefterday addrefled a fe^ 
lines to Fanny, again folicifing a fhoft 
interview with her in private. If (h^ 
will grant this requefl, he declares he will 
for ever ceaije to diftrefs her withliis impbr- 
.tunities. Sh<2 fhewed me the letter^ and 
wifhed me to dired her conduft ; obferv- 
ing, that '* The meeting could be only a 
^painful repetition of her former affurances. 
He can have rothing new to communicate 
to me," faid flie, '^ I regret his unhappy 
parnality. -It is. a painful refleftion, that 
lam, though involuntarily, the fourceof 
his mifery. But by grantirg his rcqueft, 
is it not probable \ (hall ftrengthen his at- 
tachment I I'wil!, however, leave the de- 
cifion to my fiiend." 

. JJaving confidered the circumftancefe, 

and coTifultcd with Mrs. J^eafbn^ we agreed, 

.that nothing pleafijag could lefult fretn 

another 
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another mcetingi and joined with Fanny I 

in the impropriety of graming it j Ihe 
therefore wrote the following reply. ' ^ 

-Sir, ^ , 

** I call by no means confent to gratify 
;your requeu. You can have nothing to 
communicate to me, which can juttify a 
private interview. The fubjedt upon which < 

we have, frequently converfed, is to tnc 
painful ; let me entreat you never, again, 
to mention it. My pr^fent engagementf,- 
united with my unalterable determioation, 
induce me to entreat yx)u will avoid my fo- 
cipty.* Abfence, rcafon, and perfeverancc, 
will in the end, produce indifference. j 

Purfue this conduft, and you will finally 
conquer your unliappy attachment. And 
that the beft of heaven's bleflings may be 
yours, is the fincere wirti of 

FANNY CARCNER.*' 

This letter (lie fent in the morning. In 
the afternoon, as Fanny and myfelf were 
fitting in the parlour, with Mrs. Leafon 
and a young lady from Lancafter, wlio 
boards in the family, Mr. Afbely was in- \ 

troducec) into the room by the fervantj. 
He had a fmile upon his countenance, yet 
appeared difcompofed, an eye of furprife 
was alternately caft at each other; our af- j 

tonilhment mult have bcen-jvifibfe to him. \ 

Pofleiftd of great afiiirance, Ire placed 
kimfelf next to Fanny, and foon took an 

opportunity 
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opportunity ofexpreffing his dpubts of a 
ftiture cxittencc; obfervihg, that mind 
muft be pufillanimous indeed, that Could 
confent to drag out a wrqtched life, when 
one inftant would put ^a period to tmCcry, 
"A period to mifery," faid Fartny, *' you 
may indeed terminate the life of tife body^ 
but the foul, Mr. Alhely, is immortal^ 
and muft fuflfer.an eternity of blifsor woe. 
We are here upon trial ; a certain tinie i$ 
allotted us ; the number of our days is 
unknown, and at the tribunal of our 
Maker^^we (hall be accountable for our ac- 
tions on earth. There the decifive kn^ 
tence will be pafled upon us— a fentencej 
from which there is^no appeal. We have 
within, an unerring monitor, which dic- 
tates our duty. Its diClates we cannot 
miftake. Its i njun(^ions are not to be vio- 
lated with impunity, any more than the 
laws of fociety are to be broken without 
punifhmenr. "Can be' whofe cofidudk is 
marked with facrilege, who ru flies into 
eternity with a heart oppofcd to the facred 
charaftcT of' an offended Deity, fcrioufly 
cxpeft the forgivenefs of an angry God?, 
Or muft he not tremble to meet the fupreme 
Judge of all, who will banilh him fror^ 
his prefence, and confign him to everlaft- 
mg mifery T' ** A future exiftence/' repli-^ 
cd Mr. Alhely, ** is uncertain ; and iir 
true, I have no idea of a never-ending 

punifhmcnt 
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puniftiment. It • is inconfiftent wilh the 
benevolence of the Deity, nor would a 
Jife paffed in the moll atrocious crimes, on 
a retrofpeftf add one thorn to my expir- , 
ing moments.** 

With fuch fentiments, it is notTurprif- 
ing that he (hould advocate the right of 
taking away his own life, whenever it be* 
comes irkfome to him. How deftrui^ive 
fuch principles to human happinefs! 
How derogatory to reafon, philofophy 
and religion ! I tremble for the event; 
Fanny is imdoubtedly right in refufing a 
man fhe cannot love. A young lady is 
not to be anfwerable for the conduift of a 
rafli, unprincipled youth ; nor is fhe oblig- 
ed to facrifice the happinefs of her lifei 
left her Lover fhould blow out hh brains, 
or fwallow a dofe of poifon. For the pre- 
fent, 

Adieu, CAROLINE, i - 



LETTER CXI. 

Philadelphia, 

iVxR. King has failed for London, but 
intends to return in the faH. • 

Mrs. Leafon has received a late letter 
from Laura, which mentions, that Mr; 
Gibbins has entirely loft- the ufe of his 
liiiabs. She wifhes much to retun to tbif 

citji 
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city ..but |h€»^ Jsv.at p^efent, VioproQ^eft 
of it- V Mr. Helen : and tyout coufm being 
gbfent*, vre ate quite without gall^nfs^ 

Maryann Gay, the young lady who 

boards at Mrs. Leafon's, tells me Ihe was 

well acquainted with you, while you were 

in Philadelphia, ?uid<lefires me to affure my 

' friend, (he ftill retains a friendfliip for her ; 

(he js a lively, agreeable girl, and though 

by no means a regular beauty, has a capi 

tivating expreffion in her countenance. 

Fanny has had a relapfi?, and is at pref- 
ent extremely ill. This return of her 
diforder, I attribute to the anxiety of her 
n^iiSd. She. cantlot bwt feel alarmed at tlie 
iejjti^ments of Mr, Afhely. He isf our* dai- 
ly vifitqr V but as Fanny has not been be- 
low fmce the afternoon I mentioned to you> 
.nothing further has pafled between theip. 
I am convinfced flie cannot feflett 'upqpi 
jierf^lfjfor any part of tier cdndudti but 
■ ber ill fceilth, refiders it^indifperifably he- 
<;eflary, ^very 'aniJfitus thdujghi^ if pbfRBli, 
(bould be fupprefled. The watchful eye 
of friendOiip, (hall be- exerted to i^endet 
her. happy. 

; it is fytnt time fiixcfe 1 had a lett^if fifibrti 
.you: I am uneafy lell^ your diforder has 
^turned. ^ If unable to write yourfeff, rc- 
gaeft yfiur .mimma to honour me with one 
-• ^ O line, 



/ 
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cy we (hall derive our JFutuce pleafures; 
end makingour happinefs entirely depend-* 
cnt upon fhem, we expofe ourfelves to ua- 
Bumbered cahmittes, unfnindful that a 
fiiigle moment could deftroy our profpe6ts» 
and whirl us to the ^yk rf forrow. My 
heart glows with friendfliip, and my bene- 
diction awaits Maria. 

Adieu, CAROLINE. 



LETTER CXIII. 

T^ladelphia. 



{ •*• FEEL uncomftionly dull. Our par- 
lour, not long fince the region of love^ 
Twhere I fancied Cupids in every corner, 
^ IS now deferted by all but Mn Alhely ; and 

' he -avails himfelf of every opportunity to 

wge the fulfilment of my,promife. This 
tnorning, while we were at breakfaftv he en- 
tered th? room; an uncommon agitation 
-was vifiblein his countenance. After a lit- 
/ tic apcdogy for his intrufion, he walked 
i ' aSout for a confiderable time without 
V fpcaking; at length coming to nrte, ht in- 
^ quired after Fanny, and wiflicd to know 

if flie was well enough to be feen. She 
> lias had a tolerable night, (aid I, ibut I 
^ have not yet mentioned your \yi(hes to her. 
; Twning from mc with difguft, he went to 
i • the 
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the fable;^ and taking: c^tft of his pockety 
pen, ink and paper, wrote the following: 

*'Sra Fanky .Gardner, theA(mlfeft of ie^ 
] /ex.. ,\ / ^ 

"Mo^^ adored of woineny 

*[ In vatq have ^pentall' my efforts ta 
(brget yonr charms/ Anabfcnce of three- 
y^rs has I only increafed my afFediqn. f 
4m convinced^ I ca'Q nevel trye withoiijt 
you ; yet I cannot confent to die, until i 
once :morq fee you. One priyate. jnter-j 
yie>5j is my laft ie;quell : pity my diftra4ae4 
fituation, and grant my only hope.'* j^ . 

This he gave to th« maid, ordering hfii^ 
to carry it to Fanny > ^\ ho -returned wiil| 
a verbal meffage,. that (he would givij 
an anfwer at four in the afternoon. Hs 
inftantly left the hoij^fe without fjxaki:]g 
to Maryann or myfelf. I immediately haf- 
tened up. flairs to my .friend* She fhewc|d 
me the billet, f but being at a lofs how to- 
ddvxCc her, I made no reply. Never dxi' 
l experience; more painful fenfations, thaa 
at this moment. Tjie mind of Fanny can 
never be changed ; but Mr. Afhtly is C(\ 
ftrenuous for an interview,. I do not knoMf 
how ihe. will refufe to fee him. IChai 
beav^eiii may dircQ, her, is the wifli of , 

* \' CAROLlilE. 

/ , : - letter; 
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LETTER CXIV. 

Pkikddphia. 

Gracious Ddty ! v^^^t afcenc^iii 

this letter unfold to Maria ! Be prepared 
for the dreadful recital of iny uncommon 
misfortunes. Yet hew ftall I difclofe to 
^vou that calamity in which I am involved f 
^hc relation of the forrowful tale cannot, 
Jiowevcr, be difpenfed with. The awfuf 
hand of death has arreiled from ihe my 
"Fanny— my companion, my friend. A 
Aeadful. tragedy has been aiftcd fince I 
\^rote you laft. Mr. Afhdy— -detefted 
Tiame — himfelf the murderer of the obje<5t 
lie adored! Excufe me, I am loft in grief, 
horror and amazement. I muft wait a com- 
pofcd moment — at prefeht 1 cannot write. 

•; I will epdeavoxii: to explain the hiftory 
<)f my woe; I will not thus give w^y to 
;fuggelVions of defpalr. At the fatal hour, 
"iMr. Afhely returned to know the deter- 
ihination of Fanny. I was fitting in the 
Chamber with my friend, when the girl 
i6ame. to' acquaint her that he was below. 
She je^uefted' that he might be aflced up 
dftairi into the drawing-room ; whcire; ia 
cxpedation of company, a- fife had becij 
Vindlcd, ard went her felf immediately in* 
tb H.- - i had a book in my hand, and in 

vain 
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vaip endeavoured to read ; being feized 
\yith a univerfal honon la a few minutes 
the report of a. piftol, like a fevere fh<x:fc' 
of eledricity, deprived me of my ftrength i ' 
the firing was inflantly repeated; Mrs.' 
Leafon and the faniily were alarmed 5 find 
running up flairs, opened the door of the^ 
drawing room^ when a fpcftacle prcfent- 
ed, ^hich r eality o nly, can give a juft idea 
of. For Sometime, every exertion I made 
to rife was in vain. The general, tJie pierc- 
ing fcream, which immediately fucceeded th^ 
opening of the drawing-room door, cbi>-; 
Tinced me Mr. Aftiely had committed the 
a£t of fuicld^-^ but I had no idea, that he» 
had alfo taken away the life of my friend;' 
I^ ftilt fat waiting in expectation that Mrs. 
iLeafon would come into my chamber ; ' 
until the trembling which at firfl, feiz-- 
ed me had a Utile fubfided. At length I 
aipfe, and going towards the chamber doori 
cqoened it ;; when! had a full view of Fan-" 
ny.. She wftft leaning^back in an arm chair 5"^ 
the- bk)©d profufely poured from her' 
wound ; nothing can ever efface the jm-*^ 
pr^llons the. horrid fight has made upon' 
my mind. Mr. Afliely had fallen upon 
the floor by her fide, Urtd was lalfo covered 
with the crimfon fluid, ^y'^powcr of ac- 
tion was lotft ; my ideas fufpended. Mrs. . 
Leafon carile to n^e ;. (he led me to a chair ;' ' 
the neighbours were already alarmed; the ; 
faoufo was crouded. 

The 
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V Ddoded yourti ! ** call hi rfifclf upon the 
mexxry of a benevolent and forgiving God/- 
Couki he, in the cool mbmentsof refledioni 
if fuch he ever had, fuppofc that he, who 
.vith one hand deftroys the life of his 
fHffld, and whh ihe other fends himfelf 
into eternity, ftiall ever receive that wel- 
come fen|ence, ** come ye bleflfed," &c. 
gWhat would be the fituaiion of fociety, if 
crimes wiere unpunifhed ? If the murderer 
>wafi fecurcd fromjuftice? Does not the 
penalty of the laws deter from vice ? Can 
vrc fuppofe that the Deity,. who has de- 
nounced a woe unto thofe who obey not 
iiis commands, will negleft to infli^ the 
^threatened puniftiment ? Were thofe his 
ientiments, they are fraught with error, 
they are-ruinous to fociety, and deftru&ive 
-lo tlie youthful mind. Mr. A(hcly is, 
'before- thiis, con vjinced of his mifiake; 
irtd could he revffit his gay companions, 
>h« would* warn them bf dieir impending 
-"danger. 

The letter, a copy of which I have en- 

' cjofed to you, was a fufficient evidence 

iftgainftiMr. Afliley ; nor did the jury hefi- 

- *»*tc ih fheir verd»ft. The next day the l^w 

-•iwis tb have been executed upon his body, 

^btit his friends privately buried him ,the 

ftme evening ; and Fanny was, a kvit days 

lince, followed to the £lent, to the dreary 

, . " ^anlion 



msn&on of llwirgravel White we (hcd pvcr . 
tb^.iomhthe unay^^iUng tear^ let us Jftifit? * 
cv«ry f ifmg murmur* 

AdioO/ CAROLINE.- , 
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PJUkAlpiia: : 

jpLLAS^ Maria,, my xountenaixce is pafc^ 
and languid-^my heart . vapid and dull. , 
1^. more ^ fhall I enjoy tlie pteafure x>t- 
(keing; her I: fo tenderjy bved ': no. more. 
Ct^all I prefs to my, boJpm, my difltra(ft.ecl, 
bofoj^ rny. companion, my friend. But 
the hand of friendlhip fhall wipe from the 
eye of Caroline, the-- ftfing-4ear ; and by 
the folacing. attention of MariR, my foul 
Ihall yet emerge from its prefenf deje<Slion. 
Mrs. Lea^n and Maryann, kindly en > 
force principles dfrefignation. Confciouf 
that the' iiAoment will a:rrive, whenahxiely 
ftall for ever ceaft,: when | fhall be reuniN 
ed to thofe iriend«, who are novr beyond 
my reacht I feel in a degree compofed. 
: I recal : to mind the con ntenance of Kaiv 
Hy. In ity therdi was a. fablim* hapmony i 
Ii^ir.eyes5>v^e admirably expreffijine 4>f:th^ 
Ibfter pailions ; a natural grate^ was- unir«4 ' 
•Vl^ith^a frifendly behaviour v ftcr was ziScvt^ 
atecl l»)r the. moft ^beiievolcnt fentioi^tsi 

-'; -S .-, . . : ^. J^twi 
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and fludied, as hv as iir her pd^er, to kf* * 
fen the nriiefies of human life. ' FofMed 
of great mental beauties, (he was a pieafiftg 
companion, a -real friend. Though long 
deprived of health, (he was fnatched from 
life, in a manner the moft unexpected, end 
in the morniiigx)f yourii. Qn the remem- 
brance of her virtues, will often flow the 
folitary Ibar.i 

Your brother has written to Mrs, Gard^ 
n'er, giving her aniaccount of the diftreffing* 
event, and has alfo addreiTe d your coufm 
upon the fabjeft! As emulation is favoih^ 
able to virtue, Caroline will ftudy to 
emulate the virtues of her deceafed friends 

Adieu, CAKOLIME. 
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In the deHghtfal field of friendfhipi 
jny heart has realized fupei-bur gratifica-^ 
tionS; and though my prcfent dcpreflion 
veils lhe pleafing retrofpedt, it (hall not 
dief^roY Uie buds which are expandii^ in 
|he boforri of Caroline. I will Anticipate 
that meeting with nay^ friend, to which 
^©ur laA letter is the happy j^relude. I 
will welcome you to this city, with an un- 
feigned plcafure. hxjj^ fociety of each 

other 
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o*h^r we Witt take a review of the vtrtqoo 
of Finny and Lucretijt-^'ttey fhirtl fre-e 
quently be the pleafing theme of otir con- 
verfation. « - / 

. I am inftpiitely obliged to Maryann, fot 
her .polite attentions to me ; . your brdtber; 
dfo, has a lafge ftare of mfj gratitude^. fbf! 
the iflCereft:lie> takes ih my unhappy: fitua^* 
tion. * Mr. Helen, in all his letters, to krte,'« 
has been particular in his inqtmics aftert 
Maria , knd uniformly concludes with hrt 
cfmipliments to fny friend; The uncom^t 
mon afflitftion in .which Ihave been inyolV'** 
^ mtift apologize for my riot prefcnlinfe 
them to you. This moment I am «Ued 
taaittend my aunt Noble^ who isffwi to 
be extremely ilK * ' 

Adieu, CAROUNB; : 
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fBladelpMML 

In my laft^ I acquainted you that Iwat 
requefted to haften to my aunt Noble» 
When I entered the chamber, I found,thc 
family in tears. I approached the bed* 
She >yas infenfible, and expired in a few 
minutes. Upon inquiry, I wa5 told, that 
flie had been feveral days confined' ftp 
fiairsi but that the family had not entct- 

,^ tamed 
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teined an idea of her datiger, until tto 
ftight previous to their fending for eoe. . 

Death» Maria^ is a ferious event. If 
we have no reaJ attachment for the objc^ 
he feiedtst we cannot dlvcft ourfelvcsof 
feeling. How many of my friends have 
been taken from me ! -May it remind me 
that I am alio mortal ; ahd enable me to: 
fulfil the duties of life, fo as to reader my 
memory grateful to my furyiving friends. 
When the virtues of the deceafcd live in 
the mind, they ai&rd a fweet confolation—* 
a confolation which cannot be derived from 
thofe accompUfhments, that too frequently 
decorate a newfpaper charafter, but exift-- 
^ not in reality. When the important 
moment fhall arrive which' fliall feparate 
my immortal mind from its feeble manfion, 
may the pen of the^panegyrift be filent. 
Convinced that 1 have no virtues which 
claim an- fulogium, IVifti nptmy^ tomb- 
ftone to exprefs'what I never merited : But 
if ihbfe to whom I have been long attach- 
ed, and who, by the endearments of mu^ 
tual friendlhip are partial to hie, wifh to 
mark the fpot which contains the remains 
of a friend, kt this infcription denote the 
grave : '*' The body here entombed^' once 
jpoflefled a mind warmed with humanity, 
animated with friehdfhip, and glowing with 
a religioiis hope.*' • • ^ 

'* * * ^ ijt ^ ^ :^ ^ ^ J^ j^ ^ 

* ' ' ' Since 
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Sii^e I itmHe ^ dbore, t Wercedv- 
«! a fcset^rlrom Mr. Helen. He expcfts 
to rea€h this city t<:)-morrow night ; and 
propofes that Fanny and myfelf ftiall meet 
him a few miles out -of town. He had 
not, i find, received the letter I wrol€ hiiii 
iince the death- of that deat girl. I ftaH 
Comply wit^ hi* requcft, provided your 
bi?other and Maryann will accompany me- 
and (hould Maria join our little party, 
agreeable to her intention of reaching Phi- 
ladeiphta this week, it wiH heighten the 
pleafure of ' 

CAROLrNB. ' 
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Maria B-i-^—,/d? Harriot B ■ [ I 

It is a week^ my dear Harriot^ iinqe 
larrivedin this city, and every moment h%s 
paffed in the moll ,d!fti;eiring anxiet y. A- 
greeably to the promife I had made Caro^ 
'line, of paying her a vifit, I diredte^ tijc 
driver of the ftage to flop at Mrs, Leafon>, 
but hasang received, at New-York,, a letter 
from her the preceding evening, 1 was pre- 
pared to find her from home* Here I 

wait^ 
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Wiuted,. with: the uhnoft impatience, the 

return of my friend. I • repeatedly men^ 

jTioned to Mrs, Leafon, th:? fatisfa^ion 

which I flattered my felf would refult from 

my vifit to Philadelphia* In the coiirft 

of the evening I experienced many painful 

fenfetions at their long . ftay ; thefe in^ 

preafed with the advtapcing hours j yet I 

endeavoured to footh my apprehenfions, b^ 

farming fome unavoidable delay. Mr«. 

Leafon difcovering my anxiety, ufed every 

argument to quiet my fears, and kindly 

endeavoured to conceal her own une^finefs j 

but ccmvinced that Caroline's impatience 

to meet me, exclufive of every other con- 

fideration, would "h^fe haftened her early 

return, had not fome unhappy circumftance 

impeded her wilhes, it was impoflible for 

her to difpel rny anxiety : I therefore rt- 

•tired to my chamber, with feefings con- 

' . trafted id thofe I had annexed with my 

arrival in tliis place. Here I continued 

''Hll paftyeven, whenacarfiage ftopped at 

'the door. I inftantly hurried down ftairs-^ 

The voice of my brother was grateful to my 

cars. I ran to meet hirri, inquiring for 

'Caroline. He took me by the hand,' and 

led me into the parlour — Where is'my^ 

friend? faid I. He evaded 'a reply. I 

^'caft my eyes upon Maryairn — diftrefs was 

^ vifible in her countenance. ' 1 obferved 

*fcer turn alide, as if to conceal her tears. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs, Leajfon begged, to know wh^t . had; 
detained Mr. Hekn and CaroJinc~- 1 fc- 
cojidedker folicitatioru *'. An accident has. 
prevented tfcem from accompanjing us,'*- 
Replied mv brother; and palling into^tbft 
kitchen Mrs. Leafon. followed. I becam?^ 
ipore alanned, and went imnaediateiy aftei^ 
them. H5 ..was fitting by the tabl?, an^ 
Mrs. Leafop vas untyjpg a handk<|:chiefi 
^Jiich was jbpund roju»d jhisliead^: tluit. fb^ 
might dr?efs| his wound, I now difcqyered^ 
blood upon his fac^ Mr. Ilcryey^ (sid l^ 
it is impoflible for the reality to be wprfc, 
t|ian my, fears ; keqp me no) thus \n iiifn 
p^fkfc iet^ m6 :kno>y . what has befi^ti^ Car^ 
ohne a^nd yourfelf, /^ Be;nijt liiftri^ad/.*! 
faid he, and 4^^^r^ a chair ne^, him, h^. 
rcquefted -me. to fit dojwn^ .He.fiow ifer 
formed me, that -in confequenc^ of the> 
letter which (he had received frow Mr.*H?-t 
leri, Mary^n aiid h^mfe^f ha^ , Hfl^^ed Ufi 
accompany her a few miks out of tawn^i^ 
ejcpc^atiqaof meating him;; andfl^pptflg^ 
at a^publichoufe, th^X caJk^ f^ .5ci^;.C9^k> 
cjuding, by the time, it .wa^r, rqady* IVIn' 
Helen would be, with theg^;, Nt, hav^. 
ipg waited uoiil dark,,he.propofe^ their tct 
turning to town, .Caroline became very, 
unhappy 5 (he took her letter- ffom her 
pocket, and i::epqatedly repd U over ; ft^/ 
•fcrutinized the hand writing-— compared ifc 
^itli others (he had received fxpjpa/^r.He-;^ 

len 
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kn, and believed it to be hts^ nor would 
flie confen! to leave the ino, until nine 
o^clock. At this late hour they fat off for 
home ; but had not proceeded far upon the 
load, before they were attacked by two 
»cn ; . one rf whom, feizing the bridle of 
flie borfes, fired at the driver, fliot him in 
Ae fide, and obliged him to come from his 
feat ; the other went up to the fide of the 
carriage upon which my brother- was, and 
j^refenting a piftol at htm, affured him not' 
« moment was to be delayed ; that their 
ilefigfi was not againft his life, buthemv^' 
imniedlateiy relinquiHi the lady who was* 
with htm. Carolme was fitting oppofite 
lo %im, 1^- feting fiis danger, gave the 
irm of t?ie jvHlairt aTudden pufti, upon* 
wWch the piftdl inftantly werit off, and* 
ifightly wouaded my brother in the head. 
Maryann had fainted at the firft of the at- 
jfiKdc, and had fallen upon the floor of the* 
Tdofewh, where '(he refnutned during thc^ 
wliofefc^ne; The villain who had wound-- 
ed the^ driver, led the horfes to a tree, where* 
lie made themrfail, and joined his acconi-^ 
pRee. ' My brother was without any kind 
of weapon. In vain were his wiihcs to' 
ptoteft my friend — (he was torn froHi htm. 
His attention was now called to Maryann, 
whom he raifed up, and acquainted her 
with what h^d paflTed. After this, he ihade" 
• fearch for the driver, whom be found too 
*' ' much, 
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much weakened, with the bleeding of his 
woundi to relume bis feat ; they therefore 
took Jiim into the carriage, and Mr. Hef^ 
vey drove home himfelf. 

Since this unhappy event, every poflibte 
iiep has been purfuedtodifcover the wretch-' 
cd Carolina — but exertion has hithertt) 
been ineflEecHi^l. It is generally believe^ 
that the refentful mind of Eliza, has pJan-f 
ned this unheard ^reirenge ; altbouigh U 
has been given out lor fcvcral weeks, that 
flie has failed for Europe. 1 

I fliali not fail to tranfmit you every cirS 

cumftarice which takes place, refpedling th? 

difcovery of Caroline ; and fla(t€i myfclf 

her fituat ion cannot long be concealed^ ; 

Your diftreffed fiftcr, 

MARIA »—■—• 



LETT E R CXX. 

Maria B — -??••— iA/HAJUiioT J^ 



HihUflphia. 

iT is -^ft vera! weeks fiQce 7m} iMet^di 

my laH. Nothiag has yet occurred ref- 
pcAin'g the difcovery of Caroline. Mn 
Jtttskfijfi friendd, yefterdav received a letter 
from a physician who reiides at a village a 
itfH miles from this city, informing thcott 
V . V - . - thai 
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that he lies dangerouffy ijl ; and requeflmg 
them, without delay^ to haften to him/ 
They fet ofF this morning — my brothet 
Accompanied them. I am very folicitous- 
for his return. 

• Several fetters dire<fled td Caroliriey 
which have readied Philadelphia fince the 
misfortune that has befallen her/ we have 
been induced to open. They were f^om 
Mr. Helen; and mention, that unexpec- 
ted bufmefs having called htm to Georgi^y 
he fhould not be able to rettJriiat the time 
he expefted. From tbefc. letters it rfoes 
iiot appear he had made any previous pre- 
t)ofal of Caroline*s meeting him oii his way 
home. 

The dreadful uncertafnty of Caroline's 
fituation, produces the moft gloomy pre- 
fages in my mind, Sufpenfe is often mpr^ 
poignant than reality. 

Adieu, Maria * 



' t E T T E R CXXI. 
IMama* B ■■^■ - - to Harrioi* B^— r< 

Philadelphia. 

.1 HE tti(k how painful ! I have to conif^ 
municate* to yoii:^ my dear Harriot, the 
dreadful* diflrcffing certainty of n^y Ca+ 
laline's fate! AH hopes, of recovering my 

friend, 
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friend, are now deftroy^d — my confola- 
lion Hed-^what' keen fehfatiotis" accompany 
tRe diflrhding thought! Every' ekorHon t 
ttiake to fupprefs my grief, fwclls my bo^ 
fom with infupportable angutfti. .But"! 
vr ill exert m5^ ft If io relate the circumftan- 
ces as I received them from Mr. Hervey; 
*ho'left Mi*. Helen laft evemng. 

It appears, that being detained uppi| 
the road, he put up at a public houfe irt 
thc' village, where he yetremains^ and'be^ 
ing intimate with a couple of young genr ' 
tlemen who are ftudying with the phyficiaii 
In that town, he called upon theni, atid 
was introduced into their room.. He had. 
not long been 'with them, before he under^ 
• flood they where that^ye^ing to difleft the 
body of a young lady who had died with 
an uncommon diforder', and they were anx- 
ious to difcover the fource of her com- 
plaints; but her friends* having refiifed 
their opening fier, they had privately ta- 
ken her up, and gave him an invitation to 
ftay with them during the operation^ This 
he accepted. The fubjedl was foon brought 
out of the clofet, and the fheet in which it 
was concealed untied. Mr. Helen, upon 
feeing the face, difcovered the countenance 
of Caroline. At an event fo totally-uncx- 
peded, the feat of reafon inftantly became 
vacant ; his eyes ffalhed with the diftrac- 
tioa i>f his mind ^ he fkw to the body; 

raifcd 
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raifed it from the floor, preflfedit to hi| 
K>orom, and exhibited the moil frantic ag^* 
nics of dcfj^ir^-^contiaually repeating tho 
name of Caroline. His friends were fatal^ 
hr obliged to force him from it, and con^ 
fine him, left in his violent fitofdiftrac* 
Hon, he (hould commit fome outrage. HaV' 
jqg made him fecure, they returned to the 
fiibjed, and foon difcovcred^ that the bpd}'^ 
in their pofleiTion, was not the one they 
.wi(hed to obtain. They had marked the 
grave, and were certain they liad taken i% 
from the fpot where their patient had beea 
buried; yet the condu(f\ of Mr. Helen ap- 
peared very myfterious. Acquainted with 
his engagements to Caroline, and recol- 
leding her being forced from the carriage, 
with the difcovery of their miftake, they 
fufpevfted the caufe of Mr. Helen's afflic- 
jtion ; and in this they were confirm- 
£(\ by his conft^t repetition of Caroline's 
name^^ A violent fe.v€r foon feized him, 
and an exprefs was, th&next morning, dif- 
patched for his friends, v/ho have noexr. 
pe<ftation of hi* recpvery. 

Upon opening the grave the next day, 
the ccffin tiom which my ^lear Caroline had 
been taken, was found ; and upon renrov-^ 
iiig this, the one that contair^ed the fpbr. 
•jedi) ihcfe ypnng.gentli^n^n were.in purfui^ 
of, was difcoyered. It i^i belipy.ed tbf t>Qdy <?f 
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my friend was intentionally concealed here, 
to prevent any fiiipicions, that might arife 
upon the appearance of a new grave, which 
could not be accounted for. No marks of , 
violence were found upon her body, and it 
is thought that ftie fell a facrifice to her dif- ^ 
trefs, and died with a broken heart. Altho* 
we cannot trace the immediate authors 
cf her death, we do not hefitate on whom 
to fix as the iource of this calamity. The 
invariable perfecutions which this unhap- 
py girl has experienced from Eliza, willli- 
cenfe every conjefture. Her unreftrained 
jealoufy, has been produdive of the moft 
complicated diftrefs, to an innocent, amia- 
ble woman. Her artful and revengeful 
mind, has been contiiiually creating fome 
malignant defign^gainft her, in which (he 
has fi'nally been too fuccefsful. 

How dangerous fuch a difpofition ! — how 
prejudicial to the pleafures of focial life ! 
My prefect feelings are aflbciated with the 
fweet remembrance of Caroline's virtues. 
To do juflice to thefe 1. am inadequate ; 
but I \^ill endeavour to cop^ from her 
pleafing example, that my memory may 
be alike grateful to my friends. 

That her unfortunate ftory may enforce 
a ftriking leflbn, and early teach us to fup- 
prefs every unhappy paflion, is the w \(h of 
your affedllonatc fitter, 

MARIA B ■ % 

THE ENI>. 



